
Federal Resources
for Teachers

U.S. Department of Education
Teacher-to-Teacher
Summer Workshops

sharon.robinson
Archived



Federal Resources for
Teachers

ß Instructional materials

ß Publications for teachers and parents

ß Program and policy guides

ß Direct professional development opportunities

ß Grants to states, districts and schools offering
professional development opportunities

ß Research studies and opportunities for
participation

ß Teacher incentives



Instructional
Materials

ß Finding lesson ideas and teaching
materials just got easier with Gateway to
Educational Materials (GEM)!
ß GEM provides educators with quick and

easy access to over 40,000 high quality
materials, including lesson plans,
activities, and projects from over 400 GEM
consortium members.
ß Browse or search through lists organized

by subject, keyword, title, or grade level.



Gateway to Educational
Materials (GEM)

ß For more information and a chance to
shape some of GEM’s new features,
please attend the GEM review and design
session at this workshop!
ß See how GEM helps you find the right

lesson plans, and partner with us to
improve GEM for other teachers.
ß Identify and describe your favorite

resources – your description could be
featured in GEM!





Teaching Resources
from Federal Agencies

Federal Resources for Educational
Excellence (FREE)

ß More than 30 Federal agencies formed a
working group in 1997 to make hundreds
of federally supported teaching and
learning resources easier to find.
ß Visit the FREE website at:

www.ed.gov/free/index.html





Publications for
Teachers and Parents

Some popular publications include:
ß Teaching Our Youngest: A Guide for

Preschool Teachers & Child Care & Family
Providers
ß Put Reading First: The Research Building

Blocks for Teaching Children to Read
ß Vision to Know and Do: The Power of Data

as a Tool in Educational Decision-Making
ß Tips for Reading Tutors
ß Helping Your Child Series







Program and Policy Guides

ß Program and policy guides contain
information for state and local
administrators regarding program grants,
such as Title I (Improving the Academic
Achievement for the Disadvantaged) and
Title II (Improving Teacher Quality).
ß Each guidance document contains a

specific question and answer section
about important policy decisions affecting
states, local districts, and schools.



Program and Policy Guides

Visit the U.S. Department of Education website
for the latest information and policy guidance:

ß  Elementary and Secondary Education

ß  English Language Learners

ß  Higher Education

ß  Research and Statistics

ß  Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

ß  Vocational Education



Professional Development

In the past . . .
ß Reading Leadership Academies (Reading First)

2001-2002
ß Early Childhood Educator Academies 2002-2003,
   as part of the Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative . . .
ß Summer Workshops 2004
ß National Teacher Summit “Research to Practice”

2004 (Available for public viewing)
ß Teacher E-mail Updates – Stay tuned for more

professional development opportunities!



 U.S Department of Education Grants

ß $36 billion this year to states and school districts,
primarily through formula-based grant programs,
to improve elementary and secondary schools
ß $4.5 billion this year to states and school districts

through grants to directly support teachers and
provide  professional development
ß $2.5 billion this year to colleges and

postsecondary institutions to help strengthen
teaching and learning
ß $3.3 billion this year to support rehabilitation,

research and development, statistics, and
assessment



U.S. Department of Education Grants

ß ED Grants do not go directly to teachers.
Teachers should work with their principal and
school district to make sure they are taking
advantage of opportunities to participate in
federally funded grant activities!
ß To learn more about grants and the grant

process, visit www.ed.gov and click on
“Grants”.  Then find “What Should I Know
About ED Grants?”
ß Peer reviewers are needed for grant

competitions!



Grants Primarily Geared Toward
Supporting and Preparing Teachers

ß Reading First and Early Reading First

ß Improving Teacher Quality State Grants

ß Mathematics and Science Partnerships

ß Teaching American History

ß Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants

ß Troops to Teachers

ß Transition to Teaching



Other Grants Supporting Teachers

ß Special Education Grants

ß English Language Learners Grants

ß Education Technology Grants

ß Title I – 5% set aside (more if school is “in
need of improvement”)

ß Comprehensive School Reform

ß Smaller Learning Communities

ß 21st Century Community Learning Centers







Research & Statistics

ß The Institute of Education Sciences (IES)
is the office in the U.S. Department of
Education responsible for research and
evaluations of programs.

ß The Department is required by law to
report on  the effectiveness of programs
such as Title I, Title II, and other grant
programs.



Research & Statistics

ß The Educational Resources Information
Center (ERIC) is a national information
system funded by the IES to provide
access to education literature and
resources.  Go to: www.eric.ed.gov.

ß The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC)
evaluates research on education
interventions and programs to determine
their effectiveness.  To find out more, go
to http://whatworks.ed.gov.



Research & Statistics

ß The National Center for Educational
Statistics (NCES) has the most recent
statistics, the Nation’s Report Card, and
other informative reports. Go to
www.nces.ed.gov.
ß Regional Educational Laboratories work

with districts and schools across the
country to implement research-based
strategies.
ß Teachers are often needed to participate

voluntarily in research and program
evaluation!



Teacher Incentives

ß Loan Forgiveness (for teachers teaching
in high-need or critical shortage areas)

ß Teacher Liability Protection (Title II, Part V
of NCLB)

ß Tax Relief for Teachers (President Bush
has proposed an increase from $250 to
$400 in FY 2005)

(See Toolkit for Teachers, pages 35-36)



Career Advancement Opportunities

ß The Department has established, as part
of its Teacher Assistance Corps initiative,
a website that highlights innovative state
practices to recruit, retain and promote
teachers – www.teacherquality.us

ß Some of these state initiatives are
supported with ED funds (e.g., ABCTE,
TAP)













How Can I Keep Track of All This
Information?

Join the Teacher-to-Teacher listserv!
ß www.teacherquality.us
Subscribe to ED Info!
ß Two e-mails a week feature new reports,

funding opportunities, teaching and learning
resources, and much more.
ß www.ed.gov/news/newsletters/edinfo/index.ht

ml?exp=0
Visit the U.S. Department of Education website!
ß Go to www.ed.gov and click on “Teachers.”




