U.S. Department of Education

Forum on ESEA Flexibility

September 29-30, 2011

Washington, DC


Objectives

· Provide states with an overview of ESEA Flexibility and an opportunity to learn from peer states and national experts about promising approaches to key policy areas addressed in the flexibility package. 
· Discuss state experience with the design and implementation of comprehensive teacher and leader development systems, especially evaluation systems that incorporate measures of student growth.
· Discuss options for the design and implementation of differentiated accountability systems aligned to the expectations set forth in ESEA Flexibility, including both methods of measuring school performance and methods for effective interventions and supports.
Thursday, September 29
4:00-4:20
Opening Remarks

· Welcome & Overview: Matt Gandal  

· The Principles of ESEA Flexibility and Supporting Effective Instruction and Leadership:  Carmel Martin


4:20-6:00
Teacher and Leader Development Systems – Session One: Tennessee  
· Presenters: Sara Heyburn and Emily Barton 

· Discussants: Kaya Henderson, Tim Daly, Dwight Jones

· Final remarks: State participant from the audience
· ED Emcee: Brad Jupp

6:00-6:15
Closing Remarks

Friday, September 30
8:00-8:30
The Role of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, followed by Q & A:  Michael Yudin

8:30-10:00
Teacher and Leader Development Systems – Session Two: Massachusetts
· Presenters: Mitchell Chester and Karla Baehr

· Discussants: Ross Wiener, Amy McIntosh,  Garth Harries

· Final remarks: State participant from the audience
· ED Emcee: Brad Jupp


10:00-10:15
Break

10:15-10:30
Framing Remarks – Differentiated Accountability: Carmel Martin

10:30-12:15
Differentiated Accountability – Session One: New Approaches to Measuring School  and District Performance
· Presenters: Jim Liebman, Chris Dolameski

· Discussants: Kati Haycock, Eric Smith, Martha Thurlow, 

· Final remarks: State participant from the audience
· ED Emcee: Brad Jupp


12:15-12:30
Break
12:30-1:30
Lunch – Remarks by Secretary Duncan, followed by Q&A, supported by Michael Yudin and Carmel Martin
1:30-1:45
Break
1:45-3:45
Differentiated Accountability – Session Two: Rewarding Success and Supporting Priority and Focus Schools
· Presenter: Ben Levin, Richard Wenning

· Discussants:  Kati Haycock, Eric Smith, Delia Pompa

· Final remarks: State participant from the audience
· ED Emcee: Brad Jupp


3:45-4:00
Closing Remarks and Evaluation
