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U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

Adult Basic and Literacy Education

Support for State Implementation of Standards-Based Education

Background

Standards for student achievement have been at the center of K-12 educational reform for more than 20 years. Although adult education content standards are relatively new, performance goals for adult education have been in place, through the National Reporting System, since 1998. In 2003, the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, supported the Adult Education Content Standards Warehouse, an online repository of state and national adult education content standards, and other related projects to better support states’ implementation of standards-based education. Now the Support for State Implementation of Standards-Based Education project has been created to provide new leadership and technical assistance activities for states to promote standards-based education reform.

Overview

In collaboration with states, this initiative will develop leadership training and materials to help state and local program staff acquire the knowledge and skills needed to implement effective standards-based education. The project will assist states and programs by: 
(1) building an understanding of the value of standards to the processes of teaching and learning; (2) engaging program staff in critical study of what they teach and how they teach it; (3) teaching instructors how to use curriculum, instruction, and assessment to help students achieve the learning goals of standards-based reform.

Outcomes and Products   

· Technical assistance and train-the-trainer materials on how to translate standards into classroom instruction and curriculum

· Technical assistance and train-the-trainer materials on ways to assess the implementation of standards 

· State working groups that address the implementation of content standards in reading, mathematics, and English language acquisition

· Networking opportunities at national meetings and conferences for state staff to discuss essential aspects of standards-based reform
Timeline

October 2006 to September 2009

Contact

Ronna.Spacone@ed.gov

Fact Sheet Series





The OVAE Fact Sheet Series highlights efforts currently underway at the Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE) to support the principles of the President’s No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The principles supported by this effort are checked.





Increase Accountability and Academic Achievement


Increase Options and Involvement for Parents and Students


Increase Flexibility and Reduce �Bureaucracy


Focus on What Works










