




November 2, 2007

Honorable Billy K. Cannaday, Jr.

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Virginia Department of Education

P.O. Box 2120 Richmond, Virginia  23218-2120

Dear Dr. Cannaday:

Thank you for your timely submission of a detailed explanation of the procedures Virginia is using to address the compliance issue identified in the Attachment T document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.

The U.S. Department of Education (Department) understands, based on your detailed explanation, that Virginia has implemented a process for examining the alignment of State English language proficiency (ELP) assessments with State ELP standards, as required in section 3113(b)(2).  In lieu of a corrective action plan, Virginia submitted evidence describing this process.  

The Department has determined that Virginia has submitted adequate evidence to demonstrate that the States does, indeed, have a process in place to examine the alignment of ELP standards and assessments, as required by Title III.  The Department will remove this finding and associated conditions from Virginia’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.

Please note that the Department is not, at this time, reviewing evidence regarding the quality of the alignment of State ELP standards and assessments.  Removal of the finding and associated conditions from Virginia’s 2007 Title II award is based only on Virginia’s demonstration that the State is engaged in a process to align its State ELP assessments to State ELP standards.  The Department encourages Virginia to review the Department’s draft Framework on High Quality English Language Proficiency Standards and Assessments, which was shared with States at the LEP Partnership meeting on October 28, 2007.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We appreciate your efforts to implement a high-quality Title III program to address the needs of LEP students in your State.

Sincerely,

Margarita P.  Pinkos, Ed.D.

Acting Assistant Deputy Secretary

cc:   Shelley Loving-Ryder, Assistant Superintendent, Student Assessment and School 

        Improvement

        Roberta Schlicher, Director, Office of Program Administration and Accountability

        Judy Radford, Title III Director
