




November 2, 2007

Honorable Patricia Hamamoto

Office of the Superintendent

Hawaii Department of Education 

475 22nd Avenue

Honolulu, Hawaii  96816

Dear Superintendent Hamamoto:

Thank you for your timely submission of Hawaii’s corrective action plan outlining the steps Hawaii will take to resolve the compliance issues identified in the Special Conditions document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.  This letter outlines actions that Hawaii must take to resolve Title III compliance issues.  

Alignment process and timeline.  Hawaii provided evidence, in its corrective action plan, of the process it used to examine the alignment of the English language proficiency (ELP) assessment (LAS Links) to Hawaii’s ELP standards (HELPS).  However, the plan indicates that Hawaii recently revised its State ELP standards.  In order for the U.S. Department of Education (Department) to accept Hawaii’s corrective action plan, Hawaii must add the following actions, related to alignment, to its corrective action plan:

1)  
The State must submit evidence that it has a process in place to examine the alignment of the State’s ELP assessment with its new ELP standards.  

2)
The State must submit a more detailed timeline regarding the implementation of that alignment process.  

Please note that the Department is not, at this time, reviewing evidence regarding the quality of the alignment of State ELP standards and assessments.  The Department encourages Hawaii to review the Department’s draft Framework on High Quality English Language Proficiency Standards and Assessments, which the Department shared with States at the LEP Partnership meeting on October 28, 2007.  

Annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAOs).  The Department understands, based on Hawaii’s corrective action plan, that the State failed to make AMAO determinations and notifications for the 2003-04 school year, and did not make notifications of AMAO determinations for the 2004-05 school year.   

Because the State did not propose a corrective action for failing to make these required AMAO determinations, the Department finds Hawaii’s corrective action plan unacceptable.  In order for the Department to accept Hawaii’s corrective action plan, Hawaii must add the following actions related to compliance with Title III AMAO requirements to its corrective action plan:    

1) The State must make AMAO determinations for the 2003-04 school year.  If the State is unable to make all three required AMAO determinations due to the lack of accurate data for past years, at a minimum, the Department expects Hawaii to make AMAO determinations using AMAO 3 – adequate yearly progress (AYP) for the limited English proficient (LEP) subgroup – for the 2003-04 school year.   

2) The State must notify its Title III local educational agency (LEA) and parents of current LEP/Title III students of the State’s failure to make AMAO determinations for the 2003-04 school year, as well as its failure to make required notifications based on AMAO determinations for the 2004-05 school year.  The notifications must assure the LEA and parents that all required AMAO determinations will be made for the 2006-07 school year and thereafter.

3) The State may decide to apply consequences retroactively to its LEA based on AMAO determinations for the 2003-04 and 2004-05 school years.  However, based on recent policy decisions, the Department is not requiring Hawaii to take this action.

4) The State must submit, to the extent possible, missing or revised Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) data to the Department’s Education Data Exchange Network (EDEN) reflecting revised AMAO determinations for the 2003-04 school year.  These data must be submitted to the Department by December 28, 2007.  The Department recognizes that it may not be possible, based on corrective actions, to submit some data elements for previous years.  

5) The State must provide a written assurance to the Department that all required AMAO determinations were made for the 2005-06 school year and will continue to be made for the 2006-07 school year and thereafter. 

The Department requests that Hawaii submit a revised corrective action plan to the Department, which includes the corrective actions above, within two weeks of receipt of this letter.  The revised plan should be submitted to my attention, with a copy to Dr. Sue Kenworthy, Education Program Specialist, OELA.    

Thank you for your attention to these matters.  We appreciate your efforts to implement a high-quality Title III program to address the needs of LEP students in your State.   

Sincerely,

Margarita P. Pinkos, Ed.D.

Acting Assistant Deputy Secretary

cc:  Judy McCoy, Title III Director

