




November 2, 2007

Honorable Mark McQuillan
Commissioner of Education 
Connecticut Department of Education 
165 Capitol Avenue 
Room 305, State Office Building 
Hartford, CT  06106-1630 

Dear Commissioner McQuillan:

Thank you for your timely submission of Connecticut’s corrective action plan to address the compliance issues identified in the Attachment T document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.

Connecticut failed to report, in the March and December 2006 Consolidated State Performance Reports (CSPRs), data on former Title III-served limited English proficient (LEP) students.  

The U.S. Department of Education (Department) understands, based on Connecticut’s corrective action plan, that beginning in the 2005-06 school year Connecticut implemented a data system which assigns each student registered in a local educational agency (LEA) a unique identification number, thereby giving Connecticut the means to track the achievement of individual LEP students who transition out of Title III and exit LEP status.  

The Department finds Connecticut’s corrective actions acceptable, with the following stipulations:

(1)  The Department acknowledges that Connecticut submitted, as part of its corrective action plan, the missing CSPR data identified in the Attachment T document.  However, in order to remove this finding from the State’s 2007 Title III grant award, the State must submit these data to the Department’s Education Data Exchange Network (EDEN) system by December 28, 2007.

(2)  The State must provide a written assurance to the Department that it will continue to monitor former Title III-served LEP students and submit these required data elements to the Department as part of the CSPR.  

By approving the State's corrective action plan, the Department approves only the actions the State will take to address findings identified in the Attachment T document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.  The Department will continue to monitor Connecticut’s implementation of Title III program requirements, and, where appropriate, require corrective action.

Ms. Margarita Ackley, Education Program Specialist, OELA, will monitor Connecticut’s progress in completing these corrective actions.  Please submit documentation and evidence demonstrating the completion of these corrective actions to Ms. Ackley.  Upon receiving evidence that the State has completed the corrective actions outlined above, the Department will remove these remaining conditions from the State’s 2007 Title III grant.  

Thank you for your attention to these matters.  We appreciate your efforts to implement a high-quality Title III program to address the needs of LEP students in your State.   

Sincerely,

Margarita P. Pinkos, Ed.D.

Acting Assistant Deputy Secretary


cc:  Barbara Q. Beaudin, Acting Associate Commissioner

       Marie Salazar Glowski, Title III Director

