




November 2, 2007

Honorable Jack T. O'Connell 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
California Department of Education 
1430 N Street, Suite 5602 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Dear Superintendent O’Connell:

Thank you for your timely submission of a detailed explanation of California’s plans to address compliance issues identified in the Special Conditions document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.

In the Special Conditions document, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) found that California has not ensured that all local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving subgrants under Title III, Part A are assessing the English language proficiency of limited English proficient (LEP) students in kindergarten and first grade in the domains of reading and writing, as required in section 3113 (b)(2) and (b)(3)(D).

The Department understands, based on California’s corrective action plan, that (a) California intends to implement a statewide English language proficiency (ELP) assessment aligned with State ELP standards in grades K-1 in the State; (b) test development will begin in January 2008; and (c) the assessment will be completed and fully operational by spring 2010.  

The Department finds California’s corrective action plan acceptable.  

By approving the State's corrective action plan, the Department approves only the actions the State will take to address findings identified in the Attachment T document issued with the State’s 2007 Title III, Part A grant award.  The Department will continue to monitor California’s implementation of Title III program requirements, and, where appropriate, require corrective actions.

Ms. Margarita Ackley, Education Program Specialist, OELA, will monitor California’s progress against the timeline California outlined in the corrective action plan.  The State will be expected to periodically submit documentation and evidence of progress towards completing its fully operational assessment. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We appreciate your efforts to implement a high-quality Title III program to address the needs of LEP students in your State.   

Sincerely,

Margarita P. Pinkos, Ed.D.

Acting Assistant Deputy Secretary

cc:  Anthony Monreal, Deputy Superintendent

       Veronica Aguila, Title III Director
