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Project GATE:  Global Approaches to Teacher Education

Abstract


Through Project GATE:  Global Approaches to Teacher Education, Western Kentucky University (WKU) will revise its teacher education curriculum to ensure that its majors obtain knowledge and skills to more effectively work with students from diverse cultures whose primary language is not English.  Project GATE will be implemented in cooperation with the Instituto Technologico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterey, Campus Ciudad de Mexico (ITESM, Mexico City campus), as well as three P-12 schools in Mexico.


Curriculum revisions, including a student teaching experience in the Mexico City area, will better prepare WKU teacher education majors to teach Hispanic children and work with those students’ families.  Curriculum revisions will include:  (1) required Spanish language courses, (2) required electives selected from the university’s International Scholars Program, (3) infusion of modules into selected courses, (4) field experiences at required sites with Hispanic children, (5) a second student teaching experience as a follow-up to the Mexico City experience in a school with Hispanic children, and (6) a student teaching seminar with modules focusing on cultural and linguistic diversity.  All teacher education majors will benefit from the curriculum revisions, however, cohorts of 20-25 students per semester will complete the total revised program.  Curriculum revisions and material development will be completed jointly by a work group with representatives from WKU faculty, higher education and P-12 faculty in Mexico, and P-12 public school faculty in Kentucky.  The specific objectives of the project are:

1. Develop a pre-study abroad curriculum to improve international studies and foreign languages instruction for teacher education majors,

2. Develop a post-study abroad curriculum to improve international studies and foreign languages instruction for teacher education majors,

3. Utilize technology to enhance project coordination and communication and delivery of courses,

4. Disseminate the pre- and post-study abroad curriculum to universities/colleges in the U.S. and Mexico.
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