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ABSTRACT FOR A PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP

 AN AFRICAN STUDIES PROGRAM

AT MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY


Morgan State University has a longstanding commitment to international studies.  Through Morgan’s highly successful Fulbright Program, over 90 Morgan graduates have studied abroad.  The program in East Asian Studies, started in 1996 with the help of a Title VI A grant, is flourishing.  Morgan’s Department of Foreign Languages currently offers courses in eight foreign languages, and the great majority of students in the College of Liberal Arts and the School of Computer, Mathematical and Natural Sciences must fulfill department language requirements.  Courses with an international focus range across a wide variety of disciplines.


Given Morgan’s situation as an HBCU (Historically Black College/University), it is not surprising that many international courses deal with Africa.   Faculty members in many departments have expertise in African studies.  A course on the African Diaspora is at the heart of Morgan’s core curriculum.  In addition to courses listed in the Morgan catalogue, such as English 341, “African Literature” or Art 310, “The Traditional African Arts,” many courses on Africa are given under the rubric of departmental “Special Topics” courses, as General Education “Great Books” courses, or as upper-level colloquia for majors.  The History department offers its majors and minors the possibility of concentrating in African/African-American history and also has a graduate program in this field.  The department of Foreign Languages has courses in elementary Swahili, elementary Yoruba and elementary Arabic.  Yet, currently no program is in place to coordinate existing courses as a coherent interdisciplinary program in African studies. Students may take a variety of courses on Africa, but only History majors and minors receive recognition for the expertise they acquire.  In addition, current course offerings do not allow students to pursue the study of any African language past the elementary level, or even to cap off their study of French with a course on the rich literature produced by Francophone Africa.


The purpose of this grant proposal is to put in place a fully  interdisciplinary undergraduate program in African Studies.  Participants in the progam will include the departments of Foreign Languages, History, English, Political Science, Economics, Sociology and  Anthropology and Morgan’s James E. Lewis Gallery.  With the support of the United States Department of Education, the university will:

--strengthen the program in African languages, by adding one course in elementary Wolof language and culture;

--offer faculty members who as yet have no expertise in African Studies the opportunity to  work with colleagues to develop that expertise;

--strengthen existing courses dealing with Africa;

--add the 15 new courses with an African focus to the curriculum;

--pull new and existing courses together to form an African Studies minor;

-- procure relevant internships for undergraduates at the World Trade Center in Baltimore;   --procure international internships for undergraduates through the United State  Department of State, through Intelsat, and through the World Trade Center in Baltimore;

--organize lectures and on-campus workshops dealing with African studies;

--arrange for an African artist-in-residence to spend one month at the James E. Lewis             Museum, in conjunction with a special exhibition of African art;

-- establish opportunities for faculty exchange and study abroad in Senegal, Tanzania, and            Morocco


Morgan State University is committed to this new program and has the resources to make it flourish.  Chief among these resources must be listed the James E. Lewis Museum of Art, whose assets include a superb collection of African masks and many other African works of art.     Although Morgan State is a Title III institution, the university will provide over 50% of the funds needed to implement this proposal.  Funds from the Department of Education will serve:

--as seed money for part-time faculty positions in African languages;

--to promote curriculum development, through modest stipends for faculty designing new      courses and through participation in conferences and workshops on African studies;

--to finance one release time per semester for the director and assistant director of the new    program;

--to purchase resource materials, including books, videos and computer programs;

--to hire outside consultants to assist in evaluation of the program during the first year and     again in during the second year;

--to assist Morgan in hosting an artist in residence;

--to send three faculty members to Senegal, Tanzania, and Morocco to initiate faculty exchange and study abroad programs.


The implementation of this new program will lead to a more coherent study of the African continent than currently exists at Morgan State.  While the short term goals for this program will be the addition of courses related to Africa and the establishment of a minor, a midterm goal is to boost enrollments in African languages to the point of being able to offer them on the intermediate level. The long term goal will be the creation of a major in African studies.  The strengthening of the foreign language program is central to this project.
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