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ABSTRACT

The School of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the University of Arkansas at Monticello (UAM) conducted a curriculum development project to the Republic of South Africa for six weeks in June and July of 2002.  The sixteen participants earned six semester hours of graduate credit.  This project constituted a collaborative effort of  UAM and the school districts represented by our participants to improve the teaching of area studies, particularly of Africa.  The GPA participants came from among the twenty teachers we hosted on campus for two weeks in June of 2001 for an Arkansas Council for the Humanities-funded institute on conflict resolution, or lack of it, in South Africa and the Middle East.  After this rigorous academic study the teachers were ready for field experience.  The director of the project was Dr. Richard A. Corby, professor of history, who directed successful GPA projects to Sierra Leone in 1990, Senegal and The Gambia in 1995, and Ghana and Guinea in 2000.

The first phase of the project design was a four-day orientation on campus at UAM.  The teachers learned about every day life in South Africa-customs, food, transportation, in general, how to live successfully in a culture different from our own.

At the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town participants attended lectures for three weeks on South African history and culture given by professors in their areas of specialty.  They also visited places of interest in Cape Town and surrounding areas.  The teachers then traveled for three weeks to points of interest in South Africa.  Dr. Corby, Dr.  Liesel Hibbert, our in-country coordinator, and the university lecturers assisted the participants in researching, planning, and designing curriculum materials.

The last phase of the project is the dissemination and follow-up.  Dr.  Corby will distribute to the participants copies of the curriculum materials produced and of the group journal to which everyone contributed.  He will also conduct a follow-up meeting at UAM in June of 2003 for all participants.  The teachers will disseminate their knowledge and materials as they give workshops and organize panels for colleagues in their own schools and school districts, and at the annual meeting of the Arkansas Council for the Social Studies.

