
Illinois Green Ribbon Schools Application 

Response ID: 54 - ' C J  ., 

1. Page One 

Thank you for your interest in  completing the Illinois Green Ribbon Schools application. In order to 

complete this application, you will need to collect extensive dataabout your school's facility, health 

and safety policies. tood service, and environmental ad sustainability curriculum and assessment 

The application guide is provided to help you prepare your application. We sbongly encourage you to 

use it to begin your research. Applicalions must be submitled electronically, viathis survey, to ISBE 

no later than February 1 5 . Z O l Z  

The U.S. Department of Education's Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) award is intended to recognize 

those schools taking acomprehensive approkh to greening their school. A comprehensive 

approkh incorporates and integrates environmental learning with maximizing positive environmental 

and health impacts. The award criteria are intended to focus on measurable outcomes wherever 

possible. 

This is  a two-step process. The first step is to complete and submit this form to be selected as a slate 

nominee. If the school is subsequenfly selected, the second step of the process is to provide 

additional intormalion for lhe nominee packqle lhai will be forwarded to lhe U.S. Department of 

Education (ED). Each slate may submit up to four nominees to ED. Upon review, ED will then award 

approxjmately 100 Green Ribbons from lhese nominees. 

Application review will be based on lhe applicanrs demonstrated progress towards the goals of 

each of the three ED-Green Ribbon Schools Pillus: 

Pillar I goal: The school has a net zero environmental impact 

Pillar II goal: The school has a positive i m p k t  on the health and performance of students and staff 

Pillar Ill goal: 100%of lhe school's graduates are environmetally and sustainability literate 

L These are ambitious goals and few if any schools are expected to have achieved all three, or 

perhaps even 100% of any one of lhe pillars. 

2. Schools demostrating exemplary khievement in all three Pillars will receive the highest ranking. 

3. It is imporiant to demonsbate concrete khievement, using quantified measures, whenever possible 

A If your school is  being actively considered, additional documents supporting your answers may be 

requested. 

As you'll see in the application form below, the Illinois Slate Board of Education has broken dorm 

each Rllar into 'Elements' in  order to provide more detail and explanation for what is  meant by e k h  

Pillar. Each Element then has a series of questions which will demonstrate lhe progress made in 

achieving these goals. Some questions have been grouped together into categories for the sake of 

clarity and organization. 

Once you begin your application, you may save and return to it at any time. 

You must submit your application no later than February IS, ZOlZ  

2. Paqe Two 



By submining this electrmicapplicatim, the s c h d  principal and district superintendent ( o  equivalents) m the next 

pagecertity, f a  publicschcds, thatexh dthestatements bdwcolcerning theschcd's eligibility andampliance 

with thefdlwing requirements is trueand carect. F a  privateschcds, thesignatures dthe schcd principal and 
district superintendent ( a  equivalent) m the next pagecertify that statements 1 thrargh 7 and statement U are true. 
h no case, is a private school required to make any certification w'th regard to the public school district in which i t  is 

located. 

T h e  s c h d  has sone u n f i w r a i m  tha indude  m e  o m e  dgrades K-12. (Schds m the sari?-s rvith m e  
p indpd,  evmaK-Usd Id ,  nustapply asmmt i resd~d . )  

. Theschd achieves a- dosetoachiwingther@s ddl three Green Ribtun Pillas: 4 m v i r m m t d  m d  

sustinabilityedudim; 2) h d t h y  s c h d  mvirmmts; md3) mvirmmental impglmdmergyefiiciency. 

T h e s c h d  i s  in canplimoemthdl app l i deaxupa imd W m d  hedth standadsmd has nomtstanding 
a ta ims  f a v i d d m  dtedsd. s- alad aaupaimd d e t y  s l d  h d t h  regJldmssldsmttsds,  n o  has 

redved such acasemthin the past yes. 

. Theschd is in complislcevrith dl app l idetedsd toodmddrugsmdads, indudingtheFederd Fmd. Drug. s l d  
C o s d c  A d s l d  has noout+tsldingviddms, n a  has resdved such acaserithin the past yes. 

T h e s c h d  i s  in canplimcevrith dl gpl iddestatemd loel mdeand has nomtstsldng atdims f a  state- lad 

m v i r m m t d .  hedth, existing buildng, fire, plumbing, mdnslid. a papaty maintmmcecodes, I*, a 
r q t l a i m s .  n o  has redved such acasemthin me past yes. 

Theschd has n a  been dtedvrithin thepastthra ys rs  fa ta i lu re tomtedsd,  s t a e a  lad p l d e M e r q u d i t y  

standads. 

T h e s c h d  has n a  been dtedvrithin thelast threeyessfa inprper m q p m e n t d  harsda~srssteamdingto 

a d  siae regJldims. . Neithertheapplicat n o  its p lb l icschd d is r ia is  reh8singtheU.S. Depsbnent d Educatim UlicedCivil Rights 

(OCR) -s t o i n f a n d m  necessay toinvetigmeadvil rightscanplaint a toanduaadisriavrirkcarplimce 
reviw. 

OCR has n a  issued av ida im lats dfindngstotheplbl icschd disbiacmdudngthaappliamt atheplbl ic  

s c h d  distriaas awhdehasvidaedmeanuedtheavil rights stautes. A v i d d m  letlerdfindingsrvill nabe 

ansidered mbtendngif (ICR has m a m r e d i v e p l m  toranedythevidaim. 

. TheU.S. D m t  d Justicedae n a  haveapmdng suitdlegingthatheplblicschd a theplbl icschd 

d i s r ia  as awhde has vidaed m e a  m e  dthedvi l  rights s taute  atheCmstibltim's equd paedim dause. 

Theresenofindings d v i d a i m s  dthelndividudsvrith D i d l i t i s  Educatim Aa in  aU.S. Depsbnent dEducatim 

mmiiaing reprrtthdgply totheplbl icschd a p l b l i c s c h d  dstria in questim; a if theresesuch findings, the 

smear public s c h d  disbia has m r d ,  aagreedtomred. thefindings. 

T h e s c h d  mdihedst r ia ( i f theschd isapublicschd) m a p p l i d e f e d e r d .  stae, tribd, m d l d  health. 

mvirmmental a d  snhAyrequirenmb in law. r q t l d m s .  m d  pdicy, s l d  iswillingtoundergoU.S. E n v i r m m t d  

Praedim Aqmcy (EPA) msiteverificatim. 

3.  Paae Three 

S c h d  N n  

A b y  for Globd Cilimship 



city 
Chirqp 

Prinapd First Nm 

Anne 

Principal Last Name 

Gillepie 

Prinapd Ensil Address 

agllepiM@&icqp.org 

Prinapd PhmeNumber 

773.582.llW 

L e d  Appliant F i r e  -(it dfA.mtiron pinapd) 

Dan 

~ e d  Appliant b t  ~ame( i idWmmt  frun pincipd) 

Schnitre 

L e d  Applicmt Enil 

&rhniQer@~icqp.org 

L e d  Appliant PhmeNumber 

773.582.llW 

Levd 

Elemmtary (PK - 5 or 6) 

H w w l d  y m  desoibeymr s c h d ?  

Public 

District and Cade 

15016299025 

Schd Nsne 

Aedemyiur Global Ciuzmshi~ 



Does yolr schcd hare d least 4Dpermt d yolr students lranad+ahrataged brlrgrolnfl 

k 

4. Page Four 

Application Outline: 

Gr 

CrcrssCutiing @estims: Prnicipaion In G r m  Shwl Progans an&rAw& for 5 poinb 
Ennronmma mdSusIAnabilily EhrU 

PILLAR WE: Net zaomvirrnmentd iw 

Elanent 1A: Zerogreenholseprs (GHG) enissims 15 poinb 

Energ 

Buildng 

Elanent lLI: l q r w e d  rrahr qudity, &dmcy. a d  amservatim 5 poinb 

waer 

Grounds 

E l m t  lC R h d  waste prahrtim 5 polnh 

waste 

Hazadous wane 

Elanent lLl: Useddfirndivekansportabm to. during, mdfronschcd 5 poinu 

pll LARTW2 POSitiveimDadm studentandM h d t h :  Jm 

Elanent2A: An integraed schcd mvirmmentd heel* prqlran 15 poinu 

lntegaed Pet  Managpmmt 

Conlanina controls and \knnlaion 

Asihma mntrol 

Indoor a 1  quality 

Moishlre control 

Chem~d rnmagpmmt 

Elanent 28: Him sstsldads d nuLritim, fimess. mdquarity dqudi ty oltdm time 15 poinu 

Flmss andournor lime 

Food and Numon 

ultraviole (UV) safey 

Elanent 3A: lnfirdisdplinsy lwningabort me key 20 poinu 
relslimships behrepn dynamcmvirmmental, energ# m d  h u m  sysQam 

Elanent 38: Usedmemvirmmentadsustainability todevelq,STEMamtent, 5 pOlnb 
knorrledge adminking skills 

Elanent JC: Develqmmnt adapplicdim d d v i c m ~ t  kndedgemdskills 1Opolnb 

TOTAL lOD pdnts 



5. Page Five 

Qm Is yorrschod mc ipa ing  in alacal, s e  o ndimdly refognindgreen shod pogranrrhich asks ym to 
bslchrnak p q l r s s  in s -kh im (fu czxarple. Ndimd MldliteFsdsaim EcDSrhods USA, Green a d s  
Allimae. Cdl&ualivefu High PafornanceSchods, o Prqed L5ning nee's Green Schods!)? 

Whmch pcgran(s) s e  yor pmmmbngin mdrrha levd(s) have yor shleved? 

NWF Em-Sbools Naaond Wlnns in 2008-2009 Em-Cl~maeCornpmon Foundngmemkof llllnols Green Sbools 

Nehvork (bran* of the Naaond Green Wools Nehvork) 

Qccz: Has yorr schod. s t d f a  studmi body recpjvedmy m d s  fumvirmmentd u susfainabilily 
sfarradshipradim? 

'ks 

plearelist t h e m e  ym hafe recpjved and lhe y 5 s  ym recpjved lhen 

Hedthler US S&ools Challmge(USDA) Gold with Dlmnmon -(2010). Knvl Mzqazlne- Green Wool Award 2Oll. Em 
S&ools Green Grant(2009 82010). CapIan Planet Award (2010). TheCh~w Athena~lmEurope Green ~ o o d  D B I ~  

(2011). USGBC Greenbulld kgrq ProjeUAward (2010). Ew-S&ools Naonal Winner In EmCllmae Compebnon (2008 
2009). ComEdlSrnrn llllno~s Sola Wool (2008-2009) 

6 .  Page Six 

Pillar 1: Environmental lm~act and Enemv Efficiencv 

Buildings, grounds and operations goal: The school has made sianificam oroaress toward 'net zero' 

environmental imoact (zero carbon. solid waste, and hivardous waste foolprim). 

Rllar 1 includes four main elemem: 

A) Reduced greenhouse gas emissions, using an energy audit or emissions inventory and reduction 

plan, cost-effective energy efficiency improvements and on-site renewable energy andlor purchase of 

green power. 

8) Improved water quality, efficiency. and conservation. 

C) Reduced solid waste producfion. mrough increased recycling, reduced consumption, and 

improved management, reduction, or elimination of hazardous waste sweam. 

D) Expanded use of alternative Wasportalion to, during and from school, mrough active promotion of 

locally-available options ad implementalion of enabling projects and policies. 

Each question in  this section is designed m measure your school's progress towards Pillar 1 and its 

associated 4 elemem. 

7 .  Paae Seven 

Q 1 A k  C a  ymr schod dermnswaea redudim in iis Greenhorse Gas enissims? 

'ks 

Please poridelhefdla*ing infumdim: 

Initial GHS emissions rae(MT eC02tperson): 61.92tpersonhonth 
Final GHG emissions rae (MT eC02tpmon) : 57.26lpmonhonth 



PmoAltqp rmhmon : 7.5% 

Xme period measured ( m m w  - m m w )  : 8/lL!01@6B(YZOll wmpaedlo 8/1ROll-l2Blf20ll 

How dd  you rbolmenrthis &don (e.g.. the inventory mo&le horn Clem Air Cwl  Planet's Canpus Carbon Calmlibor)? : 
Ex& h a n  based on a m d  merqy pro&mon and our usqpfrom ComEd mmped  yea to year 

Q W :  Has yolr s c h d  h v e d  EPA ENERGY STAR mtificdim o das i t  rnee thercquirements to ENERGY STAR 

m t i t i l d i m ?  

NO 

It ymr  s c h d  received themtit icdim, pleevndetheyea itwas shievedsldtheMoer&ved: 

we meet the Enmw Son CmZcQons 

Q l A l  Has ymr  s c h d  rebcedie tad nm4rslspcrmjm energy use f rms l  ini t id W i n e ?  

K.5 

Pleese p rw ihmefd lm ing  informaim: 

Permrage r d m o n  : 9% 

Measurmmt unit used ( k B l l J ~ a r e h m ~  kBllJlsudenL annual theImS, &) : kBNISUdent 
Time per~od measured (mmfyyyy - mmtyyyy) : BIY2Ol06BMGll mmpaed to 8/1/20ll-12B1120ll 

How dd you document lhis r d d i o n  (ie. ENERGY STAR por?hIlio. dsflUreporl)? : Excel chal b& on gas use wmpaed 

year to yea 

QlAC Whm percmtqpd ymr  schd 's  energy is  abQinedfran: 

On-slte renrwableenergygeneaion : 4 %  

Purchased renewable maw : Begnning in Februay when our olnent en- wnum 1s up. we will be purhming 10% horn 

Renewable. &Vied Wnd E n q  S o u w !  

In rrha yea was yaw s c h d  unsiruemf? 

Bulldng. approx~maely 1975. we b q m  uslng lhetaolrty in 2009 

QlA5: Has ymr  xhd ansbudedanerrbui ldngo renwdPdsl existing building in  thepast (en yeas? 

NO 

Pleese p rw ihmefd lm ing  informaim: 

QlA6; Dosly pr Is  d ymr&Si!mbuildngs rneeyeen build *&ds (forexsrple. LEED, CHPS. Grem Udaes. o 

ahn stan&&)? 

Pleese prw ihmefd lming informaim: 

QlA7: Does ymr  s c h d  rebeesld lo cfketthegreenhmsep emssims banbuilding energy use? 

NO 

Pleese prw ihmefd lming informsim: 

QlA8; Pleaseindeeewhich grem buildingpraE6~s yorr s c h d  is  using tomsureymr buildng is  energy efticient 

school h a  an energy a d  w a  &lam1 prrxbuputdnsmg and pmmremmt policy In plaoe 

Omer (pl- dembe): Monlhly monlmrlng of mmw. 9 a d  w a  usage. E b m o n  and usage up- to adf a d  smdmb 

or1 anent siaus and how to r d a ?  our Impaz 



8. Page Eight 

QlEk Csl y w  dsnnstrBear&cbm i n  ycur schad's tdA rraer onsurnplim ( m u r e d  in  pdlmslormpmt) ban 
sl initilll baseline? 

No 

Please p rw ide ihe fd ldng  infamaim: 

Q1BZ: Which d t h e f d l a i n g  p r t i c e s  does y w r  schod erplcyeetoinueasenaer elfiaenwsld ensurequdify? 

(Plsase chddl thaapply) 

Our school m n h m  annud iud& of thefaility and imgabon systans to ensure t h q  aefreeof sigificantwaer I& and to 

1dAl0Iy oppormnib6 for savinm. 

Our sdIool's l a m i n g  is waef-efhamt antYor raondly appropriae. 

Our sdIool uses d m a v e w a w  sourcs (ie. yq waer) for inigabon before polablewam 

Taps. fauW. and fountins a w r  sdIool a e  deared a l%miwimannudly m rdmmntaminaion m d  weens mdaermrs 
are dear& aleasr annudly to remme pmculae leaddeposm. 

Please pwlde the fd lanng infamaim abort ycur schad's landsepng 

m a  pamOgeor your m a  landscrping is mnsideedwaef e(liomf or regondly qpropriae7 laRb (urbm semng. our 

agicullure is dl in rased bed gadens and in m yound n w r a n  g a k )  

m a  types of plmh are used andwhae aemey lo- w l e  plmh in me nawegaden. wamed wlm mllafed 

ranwaef m d  nave plmWwa%s3 in our ran gmh indudng, prane &opseal b lueswi~gms. sham -s is  bee bdm 

and mropsls 

Pleasedesuibethedternaerraer saurces usedfa i r r ig t im.  (WaximrnlODwds) 

We use4 ran bards lor our gaden. indudng our old 40gi4lon waw heeer whid, hm been d m e d m d  repurposed m aran 

barrel. 

QlE3: Cur schad's drinking-6-troi 

Munlapd w a e ~  sourm 

Q184: Pleasedesuibesly rdditimd p o g e s  y w r  s c h d  hasnadetarsds inprwingrrderqudify, eFIicienw. s l d  

onservibm. (Macimm2Wunds) 

Wedcaeour  studenh m d  Man r s p d l  w w  use. We h m  orderedmini-metm to be insfdled mrou@outthe buildng 

so we csl publicdly gahw m d  d,at usqp. workinglowads a r d d i o n  god. 

9.  Paae Nine 

QlC1: Whapercentagedsdidwi6teis divertedtranlmdhllinga i n d n e r a d i n g & ~ e t o r e c y d i n g s l ~ ~ t i n g ( i . e  

Recyding R e ) ?  

A -  Monmly gabqs-min  cubicpds (gabq&mpstersize(s) x numbwofmllmons pm month x penenegehrll 

when emptied or mlleaed). : 6 
B - Monmly recyding volume in cubic yads (reqding & m p W  sizs(s) x number ofmllm~ons pw monm x pamtagehrll 

when emptied or mlleaed). : 12 

C - Monmly mmposkble maerids volume(s) in cubic yads (loodsoqllood soiled p q n  &mpste slze(s) x numbn of 

mllmons per month x pwoenfagefull whm empoedor mlleaed). : 3.2 

RqdingRae=( (B+C)+ (A+B+C)x100 ) :71 .7  

Q1Q: WhB percentaged ycur schad's icGd dfiCPlda5srOrm pqmr ontent by coht is  portcmsumer nrderid a fiber 
tranfaests aertifiedas repmsib ly  m q e d  by theFae t  S-dshipCcundl. SustinableFaestly Initiave. 
American TreeFsmSystena dher cenifi&m standad. (If apadud is  m l y  Jlkrecyded. m l y  J lkdthecost  



shwld  beaunt- 

approximately 95% 

QlU:Whatpercmt4edmetdd dhEeklassrampapaanimt by-t i s tdd l y  chlain&ee(TCF) apr-sed 
chlainefree(FX3) 

1 m  

Q l I X  Pleaseprwi&mefdIc*nginfarrrdm h t  ycur schod's h~ddarswasfe  

How much hazardous wanedoes you d o o l  p r o b e  (IbJp~sonlym)? : 0 

How is me anount senerael ralmla&? : Wedo not dlow any hzadous or toxicchernirals indudngdeanlng supplles and 

p in1  Our rky mare makes dw, do not indurkmxicmamids 
list me cypes of hazardous wane gmeraed : na 

HOW 1s hazardous wane monimred? : By inspeaingewy chmld@rocba ma mtes me buildng 

QltJ: Which dthefdlaringbenchnrrks has y w r  schod khievedtoRinimzesld safely mqphasdarsmus te?  
(Pleasechsdrdl thatapply) 

Our school has a hazardous wane poliqfor stor*. managAnm1 anddsposal m a  IS anvely mforoed. 
Our school dsposes of unwanted mmpuler and el&ronicprobm hroum an approved reqding failiy or progam. 

All our mmput6 purchflases a e  El&ronicProbd Env i ronmd Assessmmt Tool (EPEAT) cdfied p robm 

Which g e m  desl ingsmdard i s  used? 

QlCS D- y w r  s c h d  usewmird psy certiiied" green desling produds? 

Yes 

Pleaseprwi&mefdlo*nginfarndim h t  i hegem deslingprabcls used in  ycur schcd: 

Wha p ~ m t a g e  by volume ofdl deaning procbm in useae-third pmy cdfied' g e ~ l  deaning p r d m ?  .la% 
Wha spedficgeen deaning p r d a  *dad (Green w. Emlogo. ac) dws m e d o o l  use? : G r m  sea 

QlCI: What ather indicdors & y w  hauedycur schd ' s  reducIim dsdidwastendelimin&im d haedarsmuste? 

(Maxinum ZWwxds) 

Solid waste: we have r e & d  our bmpsrer mlleaion from l x  week m l x  everyome week. Wemonitor our bash bag useas 

an indcaor as well. 

plot What pereentqpd y w r  studentsrralk. bike bus, a capad (2 +snrdent i n  t h e w )  t d h m s c h d ?  

25% 

Wedd asuwq whm lanchingour Wdklng 53001 Bus Ian y ~ .  

Qlo2: Whlch dthefdlcrnng pd~aes  a p r q a n s  has y w r  s c h d  ~nplemenfed: 

Vehlde loa3nglunloa3ng areas are a least 25 feetlrom bulldng ar lnGk% h r s .  andwlndows 

Our d o o l  has eslabl~shed Sale Pedesman R o u e  m school which a e  dsulbuted m paents and posted in our office 

Our dm1 pabopaes In a-Srde Routs u, 53ool- 

Qlo3: Describe h w  y w r  schcd I rmspaWim useis elflami m d  has reduced mvirmmentd i- (eg. the 
percmeged schcdavned elspiclhybridldtprn&ivefuel vehida in  y w r f l e  a dher i nd i cdm d s ign i i imt  

reducIims i n  anissims): 

We mmurqp opooling by mapplng whee our rmdents live and shaing m a  daa (with parmtd mnsent). We have 

dl ishedawdking school bus thamables dewdkingand bike ndng m d o o l .  Wedo not own any school vehides. 
exoept 1 b ~ w e .  We have i nw t i va  for s M m  w o o l .  

QlD4: What percmtqpdmeschd W n d s  s e d e v d  toecdagidly b e n d i d  u s a  ( s c h d  vegctablegadsl, 
wilclitea n a v e  plmt hab im.  wMm dassramg rnvirmmentd ramdm prqecls. r a n  gaden, eic) a 
swdlylculturdly h e l i d  uses (eg.  playgwnds, wtdna spsesdesignedmdused regulaly fa s w d  i n t e r e m ,  



;dhl&ca rareaimal seas. d k i n g u  runningtrails etr)? 

85% 

Q1D5: This i s  t h e m d d  Pilla 1 Pleasedescribemy ah6kcmplishmants u pglress your schad has madetlvrads 
reduangklimnaling mvirmmental inpam a inpar ing  your m 6 g y  elticimcy. (MarinumZU)wuds) 

We lo& up our mmnosms so m q  a e  w u d l y  wnmlled upon reqrest We&meon m e r g  useand assip smdents m 

Urn off lime and wunt-dawn whm kids a e  using wder We have wmpost landlill and reqding blns in e v q  room and 
outdoors to enable easy scess a dl lime-. me bins aewdl  sip&. Wework with vmcbrs m rdo9e l lm lnaeex~s  

p w n g .  For example witb one of our foodvmcbrs, we have built a plan ~ h - m q  dd~ver in Loo&gade plamcmres 

inslead of d o a d  box6 and we swap oul mpty totes b r  mi6 full one. 

10. Page Ten 

Pillar 2: Healthv School Environments 

Healthy studem and stalf environmem goal: The school imoroves the hedm and Derformance of 
students and stafl. 

Pillar 2 includes two main Elements: 

A) An integrated school environmental health program based on an operations and facility-wide 
environmental manqlemem system that considers studemand stalf health and safety in all practices 

related to design, construction, renovation, operadions, and mainfenance of schools and grounds. 

6) High smdards of nmition, fitness, and quantityof quality outdoor time for both students and staft. 

Each question in this section is designed to measure your school's progress toward Pillar 2. 

11 Page Eleven 

Q Z A t  Which ddhefd la ing  pstira dm your schad enploy with r q u d s  topest nmagerrpnt? (Pleasecheck ail 

th* apply1 

Pen mnuol polloe. memods of appllmon. and po¶ng reqrlremmb a e  promded m pamts and school anployees 

Cope ol pesoode labels. w p l s  of nobaes. MSDS adannual summale olpebodeappl~monsaedl avalable and in an 
a m a ~ ~ b l e  l m o n  

Our S&WI prOh~bm&~l&m from mtmngaueeedaafor alean8 hours aitmmeu~armmtor longer if reqrlred by me 

penode label 

QZAZ: Which d t h e f d l a i n g  p d c e s  does your d a d  enploy do inpweamtsr in in tan t rd  i n d v m t i l d m ?  

(Pleasecheckail maapply) 

Our schwl has dimlnaai mercllry-wnfaningmmnomeers. d w n l d  mmpounds, a t & m i d s .  Ec and demmral 

mercllry. 

Our s&ool dsposes of any unwated mercllry laboraory&mids. mmnomcAms andom6 dwiaes in amordanmwim 

federd. siae. a d  loel  mnmnmmral regJlaons. 
Our d o o l  hm CO dams ma  m m  me requoremmls of me Naional fire ProtRbon Arsodatlon oxk 720. 
Thereae no wood muares on d o o l  gounds ma  wnmn &mmae wpper asenae. 
Our schwl nsually lnspecn dl shumre on a monmly basis m msure m q  aefreeof mo14 moisure. a d  warn I-. 

Our school's lndaor r d m e  humidly is mainrained below EQlt. 

Our school has molsturereisml ma6ialslprobYjve sysnms InsOllled (ie. flooring, Ubkhowe: b d n g .  and piping). 

Our school has achemld m a q m m t  pmgam marnduds: chemid purchasing p o l q  (low or no-VOC pro&&), 

smrqp and labeling. uainingand handing. hazardmmmun~mon, spills ( d m  up and dsposal), andseldng EPA's D e l p  
for me Enwronmmt approved dean~ng pm&m. 

Our school prohibits smoking on ompus a d  in publicschwl bum.  

If your school has wmbuslion appllaaes, is mere an invmmry of man m d a e m q  annually l n s p d  m msure m q  are no1 



releming Cabon Monoxide? (yeslholno mm busflon appliancs): 

12 Page Twelve 

QZB1: M l c h  partics does yatr schai erplqtop&enutr i t im, physicd artivity mdwerd l  schai h d m ?  

(Pleasechelr all t h a  qqly)  

Our school patlapam in me USDA's Heahier W o o l  Chdlengeor anoms nuuilion progm. 
Our school patlapates in aF- to W o o l  p rogm or omer proqm to udllze l o d  bod in our -la 

Our d o o l  has an onsilebod(aden. 

Our mdBlu spendan --of a lean 120minul5 per week (over me past yea) in school supemsed physical &ciaon 

At I e l  =of our studens' annud physical &&on Ms plaeout&mrr. 

Please list ymr  schai's USDA Hd th i sUS S c h d  mallengearsd level a describedher nulrit im pragran 

(MaxirmmlCOwmds) 

HUSSC Gold wim Distinciion. We haeammprehensivenuUition &&on progam maspans in-afemaedoJaion, in- 

dms lssons a d  daily sustinhilityand wellnen daa. Our krtd~en staRis Uained and hermily involved in &&ng abouf 

our meals-- which are p m  of our innovawe d l  orIgn2 SUM made and inasasin* loel brdrkm and lunch progm. We 

hmre an integaed olmollum tying our (aden inm nulrilion & d o n .  We a e  not mrrenlly dlowed m useour gadat bod in 

me d e r i 4  so weare working wim Chawells-Thompson (our i w d  servlmprovickr). FmilyFamed and me Chicap 

BotanicGarden lo develop a W o o l  Gaden Food Manud. We ae M o p i n g  d r m  relaonship wilh 12 loel m s .  

Our mdenls pafiapae in 40 minufs of Hedm and Wlness an&r Spanish physical &caion every day. They dm hmre a 

minimum of 20minufs otun-muaured reoess eartl &y. A h  b r m  every studen1 paLicipaes in 12- 15 minuts of yoga 

in their daurooms. We enmurag? IedIers m use phsydd h a o n  as a buildng blo& br  mier Issons ie, if we hae  10 kids 

on this sideof me room (meIedI8 yiddy has 10 kids run to oneside ofme room) and4 run to masideof me room, how 

many studenu ae l&on mas side= Our cham is environmental s u s t i n h i l i  and we integaem~s into every aspmof our 

school. from baslcm&. to purchasing polias. to dmingsupplies to s a n g  our prinrer m double sideand reusing slncje 

sided paper. to s b n g  a rayding p r q a n  aschool b r  our f m i l i s  and numbon &&on wokshops. Since ware  in a 

heavily inhsuid sea we have field Uips m h s .  wedads. nmre preserves and crmpsites to foposeour mdenlsm uue 

rurd nmre. 

4282: W h d  percmtage(by cost) dfood purchased by ymr schai is  certified as "mvirmmenfdly preferable- (eg. 

Oganic, FairTrade, Food Allimce. Raintom Alliance. ec)? 

lam 

QZBJ: This i s  meendd Pil la2. Please~ksuibemy additicnal pragras ymr d~ai has Rladein tams dtheschai 's  

n a r d  envirmmnt ( indudng unique annuni ty  a& busines pmlnerships) mpronaewerall student 

and staff h d t h  andsately. (WirmmZWwmds) 

Weare pammngdredy wih fams to prmre local and orgnicprohce We gve prderenceto o h 6  loel vendors of anyldl 

goods We pamer with loel urba famsand reourta b r  our grrden n& (indudng alocal mmmeraal mmposter) and 

local resfauanlsto help supponour fanilis Vop Ch& Stephanie lzard innl€d our fmilies (81%ofwhom yd i fy  b r  free and 

r&ced lunch) to her hankqwng med) We offer far and rsasonhly pnml CSAsharsm our fmilies (dl orcpicprohce) 

and hold workshops b r  f m i l ~ s  adme mmmunw on urban (adening, hdmy  mohng and nuinnous lmng 

13. Paue Thirteen 

Pillar 3: Environmental and Sustainabilihr Education 

Student achievemem god: a 'nabili 
litprafe. 

Pillar 3 includes three main Elemenls: 



1) Interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships between dynamic environmental, energy and 

human systems. 

2) Use o f  the environment and sustainability to develop STEM contem knowledge and thinking skil ls to 

prepare graduates for the 21st century technology-driven economy. 

3) Development o f  civic engagement knowledge ad skills, and students' application o f  these to 

address sustainability and environmental issues in their community. 

Each question i n  a is  section is designed to measure your school's progress toward Allar 3. 

14. Paoe Fourteen 

Q3AL Which pxlices dms ymr s h o d  ~qrtohdpinsurethemvirmmental adsustinability liter- d ymr 

g r b - ?  (~leesechedcdl maapply) 

Ennronmmtal and suseinability mncepts ae inligaedthroumout themmmlurn. 
Ennronmmtal and sustinability mn-B aeinligaedinm dassroom based and&ooIwl&?ass€ssmmB. 
Professional development oppomnili6 in environmenal and sunrinabilky & d o n  ae providedfor all m 6 s  

Pleese dtsaibe ymr shod's mvirmmental o sustinability liter- *&dim requirenent (Miaimm2mwuds) 

Pleesedtsaibe ymr d a s s r m  b e d  o schdrrideassesments i n  mvirmmentd a d  sustinability an- a d  

indudehaperantsgedsbldmhsared~pdicimr o better. (MaximmZODwuds) 

E v q d q  our mdmB have Sustinability ind Wellness dasstha inl igas. sdmoe. numbon. physical d d o n .  altemaifve 

m ~ g y  ecinto admsroom mnimlurn. We have as3 of assessment m l s  usedm assess them&& limw of 

mvironmmrd sudnabiliiy. Uisdhimitto deteninein exaX%of "profidmr or bafa, butandtaliy, we have 

kindagmmers aslung for won-bins for thm birth*. and we have the himest patidpaion raefor our food proqam. We 
have ki& sfamng rqdingindmmposiing proqans a homeind kl& who aea=livdy involved in rddngour imp& hae 

at school. 

Pleese dtsaibe p d e s i m a l  &elq*nent appomrnitie avalable in mvirmmental a d  sustinability smdsds. 

lndudemepercmtqedteachws hopst ic ipded in meeappomrnitie wwthepast2 ysars. (Maximm2mwuds) 

1 W o f  our t d 6 s  pat iopa in some level of sustinablily Prolasional DevelopmmL This weekmd 4t&as will be 
rmmdng a workshop hdd by Growing Power on how to i n m a  w d m  lessons inm sote sm&&. One of our s M  has 

used protgslonal dRlelopmm1 fun& to bmme a Ma- Gadens Other teahers ha'e aimded mergy elhdmq workshops 

sponsored by Illinois k56blleof T~no logy  ind 0th- ha&-on expenma3 induangmps to windind sola farms. 

Q3A2: If ymr s h o d  serve ~ a d e  OU, pleesepwidethefdlaringinfarmdim: 

4361: Doymr schod's scimceorursefrequmtly usesustinabilityad themvirmment a s a a n t m f u  lsarning 
scimcm (such as asking w e t i m s .  &doping a d  using models. plslning s l d  carrying m t  inveti@ms, aalydng 

a d  in terpdngdaa using mShein6icsmdcornplddmal thinking. ansbudingexplmatims. mdmgsgingin 

agumentfranevidmcehm exploing mvirmmentd a d  sustinability issue)? 

Y€s 

Sunrinabllly ind the w d m  aethe wua l  mock of deliingdraitonal m n w t  As an inwiry based &ool (16) we use 

our mvironrnmtm spak wetions indqmckthedmon. For exanple. whm our mdmts a e  to lean Mi&mtgeoqaphy, 

they go to the k imm m see where our fwd mmes from by readng the labels ( l i w ) .  Thq thm have to find the plses on a 

map (geoqaphy indter3nology.) Theythen measuretheasmoeindlean about mi le (rnah)indthm walk arnilem 

undasmd how far asinge mile is (PE). Similaly our m&ts (2ndq&?) tadcthe mercgthdour sola p a d s  havest ind 

qaph iL Thq leaned about d&tidty generaion, W vs. Thermal sola ind howthedemdty qidworks. We ask our stu&B 
m carefully o b m e i n d  h m m t  naureandthm ask them m turn thoseohsewaions into oeabve new idaas. Our mbre 

mow is basedon using thenaural world asthe lms by which m lean ind inspire. so this mncept perm- throumout all 



of our mrrimlum 

Q382: If yarr s h o d  is ahigh sdrod. does yarr s h o d  wrriwlum&eannedims dassramand cdlege 

and s e e r  reedinss, in p a t i m l s  postseomday W m s  in envirmmentd andsustin&Iity fields (fa exanple+ CTE 
Green Y l s t i n d e D s i g n  andT&ndqn rmrse)? 

Please describethese cdlegeand annedims. (Maximm2Wrabs) 

Q3C1: Dostuden5 amdudan -wide s e l f s d d ,  c i v i ~ n i t y e n ~ t  pqma e v q  gradelevel? 

Yes 

If n d  in dl gads, plsasespaily whirh gads. 

w h a  percertagedlast y a ' s  gsdu&s sarod p d i a e n t a  bell0 m a a r m N n i t y a a v i c e n ~ t  skills 

X s e s s m t ?  

Plsa+epwidethefdl~wAng infamaim: 

\Nha p ~ m t q P o f  these projea lows on enwronmentd or suslanablliy topics7 : laRb 
\Nha perwtqpofmdents mmplaedsuch a projenlanyea? : 6096 

QJCZ: Dostuden5 hwe rnaninghll arMm lerning CqDerimaes (experimcs tha e n g q e ~ d e n 5  i n  m i t i d  

thinking. pddm sdvingand decisim d i n g )  a mmy grade level? 

ws 

Pleasesharehavartdmlsrningis u s o d m ~ a n s r g r d s u b j e c i s i n  amtatis. e n g q e m e b r ~ a n r m n i t y ,  and 

developavicskills. (Maximm2Wrabs) 

Our doolyadgaden and urbm chidrens aeexanpls. Students meawim loel fames to choose wham qow. Thq  
make a 11% andmen n d  how m a y  seeds m y  sow m d  how much pro&oethq havet  Throu~outme havest prooss. 

we run workshops with paents m show whawe haecbne(indudngthemdAIts) mdm lea31 I h m  how m qow a home- 

no mdter thespare. indudng incbor herb gadens. This naurdly I& Inm aaomponlesson m d  thm inm chidrens!At lean 
10 homegadens haemmeoutofthis aswell.Aprimeexanpleofm arayofsubjem isourTeaGarden. AGC's D i rmrof  
SusdnabliIy U d e d m  Japin on awlomhip m Im about q c l l h r e  in Jipin. Upon r a m .  he worked w~Ih mem&nts 

m qow herbs lor lea Hmilethermdmts were innidly not lnlersted in thetea w? infused &cabon abwr Japmee history 

and mliure (indudng w a i n g a  teacemony) indtalkd about geoqiphy m d  Japanese history Wethen tdkedabout 

proponions (2 lmon balm l w e s  m 1 mint leaf) md themdmts becarneexal&abouf oeang thRr own siqalure teas m d  

mtingthm. 

Q3C4: Pleese desaibe yarr pammships rrith t h e l a d  armuni ty (eg, axknic. business, gwernmt.  n m p d i t  

and infanrd samae instilulims) mhelp advanae yarr xhod,  ah6 xhods (epecidly sdrods rrim ferrer resarraes) 

andthegrederanrmnitytoradthe3~illas. lndudebdh Ihesmpeand imd thesepsmersh ips .  ( m i m m p 0  
WdS) 

We have parmmshlps wth the Chlcqp Boen~cGadAl in o a n g  the Mwl  GadPn Food S&y Minual We hae palnerd 

w~th me Bdl HorUcllliure (locd buslnes$- m q  help supply us mth p la t  maend ind we h m  lor voluntser diys We 

havepainmh~ps mth locd fwd mmpmls such as B lmng  Heal Balrsy m d G o o r h s  Greens m expmd th16 m d e n  

lnm schools m d  prow& nulnbon d m n  Weae dose pamfsmth Chi- PublicMools m d  Chalwell Thompson m 

help rase ihemnvesrOon of hedmy loodin doo ls .  R m f l y  we have parmerdmm Univtxsify of Chicqp. S&ml of theArt 
Insliuneof Chicqp. Haris School of Public Poliq, the Field Museum m d  me Cenba lor Humins m d  Naureon dmmt 

research projea focllsedon hedlhy d n g .  nunmon d a o n .  urbm ayimlmre. cdaer iak iq  ind qeen d o 0 1  

aonshudion. We haedso gveloped doseparmerships with m e k i q  firm of Cmnon D s i q  in thier pursurr m expind mier 

geen d o o l  buildnp. Most ramfly we have W n  a parmenhip niih SouihweaAirlins (our d o o l  is mere blo& from 
Midrvay &port). Thqae  helping m enableour profenlond developmentnavel whilegvingour mrdents amss m pilots m d  

zirpontours. Wedso hareamong pammhip wth theuniueniy of Illinois Eximsion- indudngthier master gadmer 

proqam 



Q3CS This i s  m e m d d  PillaJ. Pl5edescribedherrn14hods sldmeasurenents yorr sdBd  u s e  mmsure 

lmsbimlating students aemvirmmentdly m d  oustinability liter- (M8lirmmZWrrords) 

We b a s  alot on dl-fm~ly &don.  We believethasusfiinability is alifestyle not lusl m "in-*ool- appro&. We have 

helpeda rnomn enroll in the Chi- Conservahon Corps and she hm led workshops lor om9 pamts on pew deaning 
supplies in your home. We hmre helped 2 unemployed rnomss sIal  ageen-derning busmess mwell. Measurements ae 

harder m pin mwn so we have begJn m ~ a m e n t  m&Es and piares o l g m  living in d o n .  This is he mre of our 

-men& a it shows how these lessons manitestthemselever- not in ate3 or notwhen asked, but in red l i. 

15. Page Fifteen 

This andudes yorr Green Ribbm M o d s  Applicaim. Plessetalreamrmentmrndresureyw'vemmed every 

quet im tothebest dyo r r  ability. Olceyw p r d  past this pige, yorr applicaim i s  ansidered submitted mdwil l  

n d  beavdlabletafurther editing. 

16. Paae Sixteen 

Thslk you ta submitting m applicaim mlll inris Green Ribbm M o d s .  

Yor r  applicaim will be revieradamgwim al c u + e I ~ I  applicaims ldloring meapplicaim d e d i n e d  Februay 15, 

zmz. 

I t y m  havesly qustims, pl5eamtadil l inr is '  Green Ribbm M o d s  prq l ran~mdnma,  Ann Murardacopa 

Ernail Cmfirmaim 

Jan 12,2012 i6:07:50 Suacess: Emal Sent lo: &d~niQer@qx31icqp.org 

17. Thank You! 

Thmk yor ta subnitting yorr sdBd's Green Ribbm epplicaim. Weappeciae yorr pairjpdm in this prqlran 



PENDING O M B  APPROVAL 

PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 

School a n d  District's Certifications 

fhe  signatures of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalents) on the next page 
certify. for p ~ ~ h l i c  schools, that each of the statements below concerning thc school's eligibility and 
cotnpliance \\it11 [he following requirements is true and correct. For private schools, the signatures 
of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalent) on the next page certify that 
statements I through 3 and statement 8 are true. 

I. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12. (Schools 
on the same campus with one principal. even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire 
school.) 

2. The school achieves or comes close to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon 
Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments: 
and 3) environmental and sustainability education. 

3 .  The school has bcen evaluated and selected from among schools within the state or 
Nominating Authority's jurisdiction (BIE. DoDEA), based on quun~ifieduchicvamcnr 
toujard the three Green School Pillars and Elements. 

4 .  Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. 
Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary 
to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review. 

5 .  OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding 
that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated 
one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be 
considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the 
violation. 

6. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public 
school or thc public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil 
rights statutes or the Constitution's equal protection clause. 

7. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in 
a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to thc public school or 
public school district in question; or if there are such findings, the state or public school 
district has corrected, or agreed to correct. the findings. 

8. The school and. in the case of a public school, the public school district. meet 
applicable federal. state, tribal and local health, environmental and safety requirements 
in law. regulations and policy and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification. 

l.:ll-(;l<s (201 I - ? l ) l ? )  
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PENDING OMB APPROVAL 

U.S. Depar~rnen! of  Education 
2012 Green Ribbon Schools 

For Public Schools only: (Check all that apply) [ T ~ h a r t e r  [ f i e  I [ ] Magnet , Choice 

Name of Principal G;\) 2< 
(Specify: Ms.. Miss, Mrs.. Dr., Mr., etc.) (As it Should appear in the official records) 

Ofticia School Name ~ W Y  & Cbboc) C i k z e ~ h , \ ~  
(As i t  d o u l d  appear in the official records) 

School 
Mailing Address 

(If address is P.O. Box. also include street address.) 

...C~~uc4fZJ 1 L E&XL 
City J State Zip 

Cuullty [ G d  State School Code ~ u m b e r * - - ] ~ ~ ( / : & ~ ~ ~ j  

E-mail d5cho ; f~< , -~ )q~ . ch i~c<  0 c~ 7 :i 
I Iiavc reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility 
requirements~ll Rage 2-4. and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate. 

- - 
Name of Soperintendent* M P ~ % . v I  C \C(uk 3 /i L?~YTJ 

(Specify: Ms.. Miss. Mrs., Dr , Mr.. Other) 

Disrrict 

I lhavr reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility 
rcquil.ements on page 2-4. and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate. 
I concur tlial rliis is one of the  highest performing green school applicants in our stare. 

Date March 1 9 ,  2 0 1 2  

(Supe / ,. Signature) 
w 

*Pi.ii:cr!e Schorils: I f  the infirmtr~ion reques~ed i.s no! applicable, ulrite hVA in /he spnce. 117 110 case, 
is LI /a.ilwfe school r-c.rluii.ed f o  rnuke an!) cerfificufion wi/h regard lo !he public school district in 
i12hic.h i/ is loc[~/ed 

LU-GRS (2111 1.2012) Pagr 7 019 
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PENDING OMB APPROVAL 

Instructions to School Principal 

Provide a concise and coherent "snapshot" that describes how your school is representative of your 
state's highest achieving green school efforts in approximately 600-800 words. Summarize your 
strengths atid accomplishments. Focus on what makes your school worthy of the title U.S. 
Department of Education Green Ribbon School. Be sure to note if students were actively involved 
in preparing the application. 

This'sumliiary should be written as a stand-alone document. It will provide the ED review panel 
with an overvie\v of the school's green activities that were detailed in the application to the state, 
DoDEA or BIE evaluators. If the school is awarded a Green Ribbon. this information may be 
shared with other schools, candidates for next year. the press, and the public. 

PART 111 - DOCUMENTATION OF STATE EVALUATION O F  NOMINEE 

Instructions to Nominating Authority 

For the pilot year, the Nominating Authority must review nominated schools for high achievement 
based on the schools' qucm~ifiedcrchievemen~%oward reaching the goals of each of the three Green 
School Pillars and elements.' 

For each school being nominated by the Authority to ED. please attach state (or equivalent) 
evaluation materials (application) based on the Nominating Authority Evaluation Support 
Framework provided by ED to facilitate your evaluation of schools. 

The Nominating Authority must review and sign the following certification for each school being 
nominated to ED. 

Nominating Authority's Certifications 

The signature by the Nominating Authority (the CSSO. DoDEA or BIE) on this page certifies that 
each of the statements below concerning the school's eligibility and compliance with the following 
requirenients is true and correct. 

/I. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12. (Schools 
on the same campus with one principal. even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire 

6 The quantitied assessment should be based on the common metrics provided in state level evaluator guidance. 
7 In fulure years. evahlators wi l l  be required to review the school conlmunity's comprehensive grec.11 sclioolplun that 
illcorporale,. at a t~i in i~num. the plan eletnenls listed under "The Three Pillars and Elements." and a 
husclinr ~ I .S .~C~.S.YI I I~~ I~ I  for each of the elements o f  the plan: however. this documentation is not a requirement in the pilot 
?car. 
l:l)-(;RS [ ? I l l  I - ? I l l ? )  I ' a q  X 01'9 
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PENDING O M B  APPROVAL 

school.) 

J2 .  The school achieves or is one of those overseen by the Nominating Authority which 
comes the closest to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon Pillars: 
I ) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and 
3 )  environmental and sustainability education. 

J j .  The Nominating Authority has evaluated the school and selected it for subnlission to the 
U.S. Departnient of Education from among those schools overseen by the Nominating 
Authority which have applied for a Green Ribbon, based on qurmi~f;efirdachievemen~ 
toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements. 

4 .  The school and the district meet applicable federal civil rights and federal, state. tribal 
and local health. environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations and policy 
and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification. 

Name of Nominating 
Agency 

Name of Noniinating 
Authority 

(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr.. Mr.. Other) 

I have reviewed the information in this application. including the award and eligibility 
requirements on pages 3-4. and certify. to the best of my knowledge through a documentary 
verification assessment. that the school meets the provisions in this Pan of the Nominee 
Presentation Form. 

n c LC- A . 16 Date >If* I I< 

(Nominating Authority's Signature) 

Note to Nominating Authority: The application. including the signed certiiications should be 
converted to a PDF file and emailed to Director. ED-Green Ribbon Schools at 
~~~een.rihhon.schooIs~~!ed.~ov, or mailed by expedited mail or a courier mail service (such as  
Express Mail. FedEx or UPS) to Andrea Suarez Falken, Director. Green Ribbon Schools. Office of 
Comniunications and Outreach, 5E227, U.S. Department of Education. 400 Maryland Ave. SW. 
Washington. DC 20202-8173. 

PENDING O M B  APPROVAL 



Summary of Ae~evemeots 

Academy 
FOR Global 
Citizenship 

Our mlrrion is t o  
empower rtudenrr 
to positively Impact 
the community and 
world beyond. 

. ,. , >,. ,, , ,?,:,~: 

I . .  , , , , , I . ,  .l ,r ' I : ' , -  

,,: I , , :., 

The mission of the Academy for Global Citizenship (AGC) is to "empower all studcnts lo 
positively impacl hecommunity and world beyond'' We believc that in ordcr to achicve this 
mission. AGC must demonstrate the highest level of environmental responsibility. In  doing so. 
o w  students learn to respect the carth, its natural resources, themselves, and each other. Using 
lhis as our foundational approach to education, our students learn core standards through the 
lens of environmental responsibility. 

Specifically, our students are engaged from lhc moment they walk on to the property. With the 
help o f  our families and communily, we havc msfonned our urban asphalt parking lot into a 
flourishing organie garden. Sludenls are engaged with the garden each winter, working with 
local farmers lo choose seeds. In  the early spring lhey plant in  o w  greenhouse and as pan o f  
their earth day celebration, students transplant their seedlings into the garden. Throughout they 
year, they tend to our 3 schoolyard chickens and learn abu t  animals, lifecycles and food 
production. 

Students then enter the building and are greeted each day by an organic, scratch made and 
locally sourced breakfast. Studenls supplement their quinoa oatmeal or whole grain pancakes 
with fish fruit. Organic luneh and snack mund out a sehool day based on the foundation of  
healthy eating. From the cafelena, studenls head to their classrooms where they participate 
and lead in  daily yoga- a lime to focus, center and prepare for the day ahead. 

ARer eaeh meal, students separate their eompost, landfill waste and recycling. We have 
contracted with a eompost hauler and now run a zerwwaste breakfast and lunch program. The 
students use their waste from snack to feed their classroom worm hins. They collect the 
eompost from the worm hins twice a year and use i t  on our flowers, native garden and 
ornamentals. Throughout their entire day and permeating into their homes. studenls learn 
about how living environmentally responsibly can enhance their quality of life and have 
systemic benefits on other aspects o f  how they live (food waste=compost=healthy soil=healthy 
plants ... ) 

Each unit is infused with sustainabiliiy curriculum: for example the first grade community unit 
looks at the role o f  farmers in our communilv and blends into the Uansoortation untl as thev 
study walking, bicycles, allemative fuel vehicles in addition to the standard modes. Each day, 
students participate in a 40 minute Sustainability and Wellness class that uses nutrition, health 
and environmental sustainability as the baekbne for learning how the world works and how to 
make healthy choices (this includes science, PE. and nuhilion education.) 

Reaching into the communiiy, AGC is committed lo sparking massive environmental ehange 
by empowering the community with knowledge and opportunity. To do this, we run dozens o f  
community workshops on topics such as, small space gardening. backyard composting, healthy 
cooking, green-hornexleaning, and water and energy reduction. Most o f  the workshops are for 
parenls and students as we see that working together as a family yields the longest lasting 
mulls. We are working on developing a green-jobs training program in response lo  the need 
within our family-base for quality jobs. We have also launehed a Parent Ambassador program 
where we train parents in  leading somc of  the workshops described abve  and give them the 
opponunity to spread the work&ops to other parents a" into their communities. This is one of 
our methods o f  empowering and creating a sustainable pmgram- one that does not require staff 
to lead eaeh time 

In addition lo all that can be seen and heard at AGC, we are passionately committed lo nrnning 
our operations in an environmentally and fiscally responsible way. We have pannered with 
PonionPac, a local cleaning supply company that has been making envimnmentally 
responsible prcducls for nearly 50 years. As a locally based company, we are supporting our 
local economy while maintaining a clean and healthy school and not polluting our air or water. 
We require fragrance and dye free soap that at a minimum meets Green Seal Cenifieation. We 
use IPM for any pest issues and have policies abu t  what paints, adhesives and marken we use 
(we use toxic-he. re-fillable dry erase markers.) 



We uack our energy and g m  use and set annual reduction goals each year. This year we began purchasing 
our electricity through a provider that purchases only wind power (Viridian). In addition to purchased 
electricity. we have a small solar inslallrnent in which the studenls monitor and track how much energy we 
are creating through clean means (~en l i gh ten . enphaseener~ . com/s s t ems l6754 l so lar )  

Every aspect o f  our operations and education pass through the lens o f  environmental sustainability and 
slarting in kindergarten, our sludenb are the driving forces o f  t h e  actions. We believe that nothing in 
cducation should be proprietary. W e  have created a Sustainable Schools Handbook and are about to relcase 
the second drafl. We have spoken ill over 100 conferences from community meetings to TED events across 
the country. Our goal is to spread the word on sustainahilitycentric education as  the lever for sustained 
success. 

We use their natural aflinity towards nature and their nahual curiosity to ~nspire explorations into how the 
world works in unison with people and animals. Our studenls were integral in preparing this application a s  
they assisted in collecting the data, weighing our compostable waste, monitoring energy and reporiing their 
findings. Lastly, we are working to develop a net-positive energy campus that will act a s  the 
environmental-thriving center o f  Chicago. 

GROWING .kjcil vp!G,:~ MINK 



The disadvantaged students include those who are from low income families, 
Limited English Proficient, in need of Individualized Education Programs (IEP), or 
migrant students. Low-income students are pupils aged 3 to 17, inclusive, from 
families receiving public aid, living in institutions for neglected or delinquent 
children, being supported in foster homes with public funds, or eligible to receive 
free or reduced-price lunches. http:llwww.isbe.netlsislpdflprogram indicators.pdf 



MURARO ANN 

Subject: FW: Green Ribbon Schools 

From: McQuillen, Deirdre [rnailto:Deirdre.McOuillen@Illinoisaov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 8:37 AM 
To: MURARO ANN 
Subject: Green Ribbon Schools 

Ann- 

Sorry, this took so long to  get back to  you. All three of our Bureaus checked their records and we have no violations 
pending against any of the 3 finalist schools. 

If you need anything else just let me know 

Thanks 

Deirdre McQuillen 
Illinois EPAIPartners for Clean Ail 
Outreach Coordinator 
phone: 217-558-0073 
fax: 217-785-8346 


