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Program Overview

Early Reading First (ERF), a federal discretionary grant program authorized under Title I,

Part B, Subpart 2, Elementary and Secondary Act of 1965, is a program designed to

improve early reading and language instruction in existing early childhood education

programs, especially those serving low-income families.  The ERF program has five (5)

overarching goals:

· To support local efforts to enhance the early language, literacy, and prereading

development of preschool-aged children, particularly those from low-income

families, through strategies and professional development that are based on

scientifically based reading research (SBRR);

· To provide preschool-aged children with cognitive learning opportunities in high-

quality language and literature-rich environments;

· To demonstrate language and literacy activities based scientifically based reading

research that support the age-appropriate development of oral language,

phonological awareness, print awareness, and alphabet knowledge;

· To use screening assessments to effectively identify preschool age children who

may be at risk for reading failure; and

· To integrate the SBRR instructional materials and literacy activities with the

grantee’s existing preschool programs.

ERF Funding History:  Seven rounds of ERF grants have been awarded since the program

began in 2002.  These awards range from $750,000 to $6.5 per site for a three-year period.

The ERF program typically awards approximately 30 grants awards annually.  The average

award after seven rounds of competitions is $3.2 million.

Data Chart 1: Funding History (in millions)
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Characteristics of ERF Funded Programs

ERF Grants’ Lead Applicant:  The vast majority of ERF grants (49 percent) are run by Local Educational Agencies.  Non-profit Organizations serve as the lead applicant on 24 percent of ERF grants and Institutions of Higher Education serve as the lead applicant on 20 percent of ERF grants.

Data Chart 2:  Lead Applicant

[image: image3.emf]
Source: Funded ERF applications FY 2002 – FY 2008

ERF by State;  The State of California has received the most ERF grants after seven rounds of competitions.  California accounts for nine percent of all funded programs, followed by Illinois, New York, Florida, and Texas.  Each of these States, Illinois, New York, Florida, and Texas, accounts for five percent of funded ERF programs.  Most States including the territories of the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have had at least one ERF project in operation.  No grants have been awarded to applicants in the States of Alaska, Idaho, Indiana, New Jersey, and Vermont. 
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Characteristics of ERF Children 

Characteristics of ERF children:  Based on data gathered for the National Evaluation of Early Reading First, ERF participants are more disadvantaged than the national average.  More than one-third of the ERF grantees reported a participant family’s monthly income of less than $1,500, compared to 17 percent of households with 3- to 5-year-olds nationally.  ERF children are more likely than children nationally to come from single-parent households (40 percent compared to 28 percent), be Hispanic (46 percent compared to 21 percent), and have foreign-born parents (39percent compared to 23 percent)

ERF funding in the preschools: Based on the reported number of preschool-aged children served as described in funded application and the operating budgets reported in annual performance reports, the average ERF allocation is approximately $3,874 per preschool child per year.
  

Number of children served: Based on the reported number of preschool-aged participants included in approved applications, the ERF program serves approximately 31,200 students annually.  The greatest number of ERF funded programs serve between 150 and 250 children annually.

Data Chart 3: Number of Children Served per ERF Project 
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Source: Data gathered from approved ERF applications, FY 2002 – FY 2008


Government Performance Results Act (GPRA)

Performance Measures:  Early Reading First is subject to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA). Under the GPRA, the Secretary has established several measures for evaluating the overall effectiveness of the Early Reading First program.  Results are included in Tables 1, 2, and 3. 

Performance Measure 1

The percentage of preschool-aged children participating in Early Reading First programs who demonstrate age-appropriate oral language skills as measured by the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III, Receptive (PPVT-III, Receptive).

Data Table 1: Age-appropriate Oral Language Skills 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2006) – Data submitted November 2006 for 2005-2006 school year

	Grantee Funding Year 
	Percentage of children who demonstrate age-appropriate oral language skills (standard score of 85 or above)

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	61

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	81

	FY 2005 (6 months implementation)
	68

	FY 2003 – FY 2004 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	67


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2007) – Data submitted November 2007 for 2006-2007 school year

	Grantee Funding Year
	Percentage of children who demonstrate age-appropriate oral language skills (standard score of 85 or above)

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	69

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	82

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	69

	FY 2006 (6 months implementation)
	78

	FY 2003 – FY 2005 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	73


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted November 2008 for 2007-2008 school year

	Grantee Funding Year
	Percentage of children who demonstrate age-appropriate oral language skills (standard score of 85 or above)

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	75

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	74

	FY 2006 (full year implementation)
	83

	FY 2007 (6 months implementation)
	68

	FY 2004 – FY 2006 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	78
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Government Performance Results Act (GPRA)

Performance Measure 2
The average number of letters Early Reading First preschool-aged children are able to identify as measured by the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) Pre-K Upper Case Alphabet Knowledge subtask.
Data Table 2: PALS Pre-K Upper Case Alphabet Knowledge Subtask

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2006) – Data submitted November 2006 for 2005-2006 school year
	Grantee Funding Year
	Average number of letters identified

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	18.22

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	18.35

	FY 2005 (6 months implementation)
	16.82

	FY 2003 – FY 2004 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	18.27


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2007) – Data submitted November 2007 for 2006-2007 school year

	Grantee Funding Year
	Average number of letters identified

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	15.8

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	19.25

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	18.22

	FY 2006 (6 months implementation)
	18.21

	FY 2003 – FY 2005 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	18.39


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted November 2008 for 2007-2008 school year

	Grantee Funding Year
	Average number of letters identified

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	19.33

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	19.76

	FY 2006 (full year implementation)
	19.51

	FY 2007 (6 months implementation)
	18.31

	FY 2004 – FY 2006 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	19.53
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Government Performance Results Act (GPRA)

Performance Measure 3

The percentage of preschool-aged children participating in Early Reading First programs who achieve significant gains in oral language skills as measured by the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III, Receptive (PPVT-III, Receptive).
Data Table 3: Significant Gains in Oral Language Skills 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2006) – Data submitted November 2006 for 2005-2006 school year
	Grantee Funding Year
	Percentage of children who demonstrate significant gains

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	61

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	64

	FY 2005 (6 months implementation)
	50

	FY 2003 – FY 2004 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	62


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2007) – Data submitted November 2007 for 2006-2007 school year
	Grantee Funding Year
	Percentage of children who demonstrate significant gains

	FY 2003 (full year implementation)
	58

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	67

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	64

	FY 2006 (6 months implementation)
	57

	FY 2003 – FY 2005 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	63


Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted November 2008 for 2007-2008 school year
	Grantee Funding Year
	Percentage of children who demonstrate significant gains

	FY 2004 (full year implementation)
	68

	FY 2005 (full year implementation)
	65

	FY 2006 (full year implementation)
	60

	FY 2007 (6 months implementation)
	58

	FY 2004 – FY 2006 (grantees used for official GPRA reporting)
	64
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Supplemental Award Information

The Department developed supplemental awards in response to the action steps included in the Office of Management and Budget evaluation of the ERF program on the Program Assessment Rating Tool (PART) which recommended that ERF grantees funded in prior years collect achievement data for former students and report data annually. The purpose of the activity is to assess the sustained gains of the ERF program on program participants. The following grantees have agreed to accept the supplemental awards and collect achievement data for former students entering kindergarten: 

· FY 2005: University of Delaware; 

· FY 2005: United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta; and 

· FY 2006: United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta.

Performance Measure 1

The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who achieves a standard score above the “at risk” range as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Letter-Word Identification (Test 1) subtest. (Standard score of 90 or above) 
Data Table 1: 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted for 2007-2008 school year

	The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who achieves a standard score above the “at risk” range as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Letter-Word Identification (Test 1) subtest (Standard score of 90 or above)
	Number of children tested
	Number of children to meet the target
	Percentage

	 Total (all supplemental awardees)
	176
	160
	90.9


Performance Measure 2

The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten that rank in the 50th percentile or above as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Letter-Word Identification (Test 1) subtest. (Standard score of 100 or above)

Data Table 2:

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted for 2007-2008 school year

	The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten that rank in the 50th percentile or above as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Letter-Word Identification (Test 1) subtest (Standard score of 100 or above)
	Number of children tested
	Number of children to meet the target
	Percentage

	Total (all supplemental awardees)
	176
	123
	69.9
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Performance Measure 3

The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who achieves a standard score above the “at risk” range as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Story Recall (Test 3) subtest. (Standard score of 90 or above) 
Data Table 3: 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted for 2007-2008 school year

	The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who achieves a standard score above the “at risk” range as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Story Recall (Test 3) subtest (Standard score of 90 or above)
	Number of children tested
	Number of children to meet the target
	Percentage

	Total (all supplemental awardees)
	176
	149
	87.7


Performance Measure 4

The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten that rank in the 50th percentile or above as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Story Recall (Test 3) subtest. (Standard score of 100 or above)

Data Table 4: 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted for 2007-2008 school year

	The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten that rank in the 50th percentile or above as measured by the Woodcock-Johnson III, Story Recall (Test 1) subtest (Standard score of 100 or above)
	Number of children tested
	Number of children to meet the target
	Percentage

	Total (all supplemental awardees)
	176
	112
	63.6
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Performance Measure 5

The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who demonstrates age-appropriate oral language skills as measured by the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III, Receptive (PPVT-III, Receptive). (85% or above target) 
Data Table 5: 

Annual Performance Report Data (FY 2008) – Data submitted for 2007-2008 school year

	The percentage of kindergarten children formerly enrolled in an Early Reading First program for at least one year prior to entry into kindergarten who demonstrates age-appropriate oral language skills as measured by the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III, Receptive (PPVT-III, Receptive) (85% or above target)
	Number of children tested
	Number of children to meet the target
	Percentage

	Total (all supplemental awardees)
	176
	142
	80.7
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National Evaluation of Early Reading First

Impact on teachers and classroom practices:  Based on the results of the national evaluation, the ERF program had a positive impact on the hours of teachers’ professional development.  The ERF program had a pervasive impact on the general quality of the preschool classroom—the classroom language environment, materials, and teaching practices that support early literacy, and child-assessment practices.

· ERF increased the number of hours of professional development that focused on language and early literacy topics by 48 hours (6 days) over the 12 months preceding the survey.

· A higher proportion of ERF teachers than teachers in unfunded programs reported receiving professional development on language or literacy topics and on curriculum topics through mentoring or tutoring. The program’s impact on the proportion of teachers receiving mentoring or tutoring on language and literacy topics was 41 percentage points.

· A larger proportion of ERF teachers than teachers in unfunded programs reported receiving workshop training on language and literacy topics. The program’s impact on the proportion of teachers receiving workshop training on language and literacy topics was 41 percentage points.

Impact on children’s language and literacy skills and social-emotional outcomes:  The study found that ERF had a statistically significant positive effect on children’s print and letter knowledge but no statistical significant impact on phonological awareness oral language.  The study found no evidence of a negative impact on children’s social-emotional skills.
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Quick Facts





220 grants have been awarded since fiscal year (FY) 2002.





126 grants are currently active, FY 2005 – FY 2008.





Average grant award is $3.2 million for a three-year project period.





Grant recipients receive all funds up front with no renewal.





ERF projects are in 90% of States, including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
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� Data included is exclusively that of FY 2003 funded applicants. Information is based on the National Evaluation of Early Reading First conducted by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES). Only FY 2003 grantees were included in this study.


� The average ERF allocation per preschool-aged child is based on information reported in annual performance reports from grantees funded in FY 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007. 


�


� The full report is available on the Department’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20074007/index.asp" ��http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20074007/index.asp�





�





