Full Service Community Schools Program 

SEEKING PEER REVIEWERS
· WHAT 

The Full Service Community Schools (FSCS) Program at the U.S. Department of Education is recruiting peer reviewers for its upcoming 2008 grant competition. This program encourages coordination of educational, developmental, family, health, and other services through partnerships between (1) public elementary and secondary schools and (2) community-based organizations and public/private ventures.  Grants are intended to provide comprehensive educational, social, and health services for students, families, and communities.  
· WHO

Each reviewer should have at least three years experience in one or more of the following areas:  

· Early childhood education;

· Remedial education and academic enrichment activities;

· Programs that promote parental involvement and family literacy activities;

· Mentoring and other youth development programs;

· Parenting education and parent leadership;

· Community service and service learning opportunities;

· Programs that provide assistance to students who have been truant, suspended, or expelled;

· Job training and career counseling services;

· Nutrition services;

· Primary health and dental care;

· Mental health counseling services;
· Adult education, including instruction of adults in English as a second language;
· Social work;
· Evaluation.
Considerations:

· No conflict of interest or appearance of a conflict of interest

· Reviewers may not have an application pending review
· HOW

Each peer reviewer will serve as a member of a review panel that will evaluate assigned FSCS applications based on the selection criteria for FSCS grants that were published in the Federal Register notice announcing this grant competition.  Applications are generally 35 pages of narrative and may include additional pages of appendices.  Copies of assigned applications are mailed to reviewers.  Reviewers will be expected to read each assigned application, participate in a facilitated teleconference discussion concerning the strengths and weaknesses of each assigned application, and complete a review form for each assigned application that documents strengths, weaknesses and scores.  While discussion is required, consensus is not. However, the entire panel is required to participate in conference calls. Conference calls are scheduled at least four to six times during the review period. Some reviewers may also be asked to participate in a second level application review.  You must be available for all scheduled conference calls.  Each peer reviewer will also be expected to participate in a reviewer orientation teleconference prior to beginning application review work.  

· WHEN

Orientation Teleconferences:  June 9, 10 and 11 (each reviewer participates in a two-hour teleconference on one of these three days)

Panel Review Teleconferences:  June 16 to 27; July 7 to 11.

Second Level Review Teleconferences:  July 7 to 11.

· COMPENSATION

Reviewers will receive an honorarium, based on the number of applications reviewed.

·  INTERESTED?

E-mail us at the address below with a copy of a current resume with no more than five pages maximum.  See the peer reviewer checklist to make sure your resume contains complete information.  Please use the subject heading “Peer Reviewer” in your email.

E-mail: fscs@ed.gov for the Full Service Community Schools program 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

REVIEWER REQUIREMENTS:

A reviewer must have:

· Unlimited access to a computer with Internet accessibility and a printer.

· Ability to navigate a World Wide Web (WWW) browser.

· Ability to complete and submit on-line forms.

· Ability to send and receive e-mail.
· Willingness to commit to a performance-based contract for your services
· Completed and returned an electronic checklist
· Ability to participate in at least 3 approximately two hour-long conference calls
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:

Reviewers should note the following:

1.  Using a Pentium based Personal Computer (PC) with Windows 3.1\95\98\NT or Macintosh OS 7.0 or higher is recommended. 

Computer should be equipped with: 

· A modem (28.8k bps minimum and 33.6k bps or higher recommended) and Internet access. 

· PC speed (133MHz minimum and 166MHz or higher recommended) 

· Random access memory (RAM) (32 MB minimum and 64MB or higher recommended)

· Disk space available (Hard drive: 5 MB available per downloaded application minimum and 8 MB available per downloaded application recommended) 

2. We recommend using Netscape (version 4.0 or greater), or Internet Explorer (version 4.0 or greater). Version upgrades are available free on the Internet (Netscape: www.netscape.com and Internet Explorer: www.msn.com & Downloads). 

3. If you do not meet these requirements you may experience problems navigating the system and experience delays in downloading applications and reports.







