






























General Assembly:
Keeping Our Eyes on What Matters Most: Focusing on Student Achievement

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS

For many American children, the likelihood of attending and succeeding in college is small. Too many
low-income students face seemingly insuffi1ountable baniers, including low expectations, inadequate
academic preparation, and a lack of infoffi1ation about education options and opportunities. Although
these problems cut across all income levels, they are particularly acute for the nation's poor. Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) helps prepare low-income
students to attend and succeed in college.

GEAR UP is a federal program created in 1999 to address these education challenges by working to
significantly increase the number of low-income students who attend and succeed in college. GEAR UP
provides seed funding to state and community partnerships of high-poverty middle schools, colleges,
community organizations, and businesses. GEAR UP projects provide entire grade levels of students
with tutoring, mentoring, information on college preparation and financial aid, core academic prepara-
tion, and college scholarships.

Low-Income Students are Far Less Likely to Enroll in and Complete College. College Enrollment Gap - Seventy-six (76) percent of high-income high school graduates
enroll in college or trade school immediately whereas only 49 percent of low-income graduates,
42 percent of Hispanic graduates, and 59 percent of black high school graduates do so (National
Center for Education Statistics, Condition of Education, 200 1).

College Completion Gap - Although 33 percent of all high school graduates earn a four-year

college degree before they turn 30, only 15 percent of Hispanic graduates and 21 percent of
black graduates do (National Center for Education Statistics, Condition of Education, 2001).

The gaps are evident even among qualified students. High academic achievers from low-
income families are only one-fifth as likely to enroll in college as high achievers from high-income
families (U.S. Department of Education).

GEAR UP Places College within Reach of More than One Million Low-Income Students
. GEAR UP provides federal funding for 323 state and community partnerships serving more than

1.2 million low-income students in 47 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Micronesia. and
Puerto Rico.

. More than 2,000 community colleges, universities, businesses, and civic and education
organizations participate in GEAR UP partnerships nationwide.

GEAR UP serves low-income students of every race and ethnicity:
American Indian - 3.9%; Asian-Arnerican- 3.2%; black or African American - 31.1 %;

Hispanic or Latino - 34.0%; white - 26.8%;
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GEAR UP Is Modeled on Programs That Work
The success of early intervention programs sponsored by philanthropists. colleges. universities. and
foundations proves that we can overcome the college opportunity gap. GEAR UP is modeled after

proven programs. including:

. I Have a Dream (llIAD).1n 1982. Harlem businessman Eugene Lang promised college scholar-

ships to any sixth graders attending his fonner elementary school who went on to graduate from
high school. The promise of those scholarships-as well as a sustained program of mentoring.
tutoring. and community service-helped 90 percent of these students graduate when only 25
percent were expected to do so. Over the past two decades. IlIAD has grown to more than 175
projects in 58 cities (llIAD Foundation). In a controlled experiment in Chicago.ll:IAD students
were twice as likely as their peers to graduate from high school (Kahne and Bailey. Educational
Evaluation and Policy Analysis, Fa1l1999).

Project GRAD. Founded in 1988 in Houston, Texas, by James L. Ketelsen, fonner chaiI1I1an of
Tenneco, Project GRAD works to improve student academic perfonnaoce and increase gradua-
tion rates. Project GRAD includes research-based cUITicula for instruction in reading and math, a
research-based program for classroom/school management, an established social service and
~t/community involvement program, and a college scholarship program for high school
graduates. The percentage of Project GRAD middle school students passing a statewide math test
tripled from 21 percent in 1995 to 63 percent in 1998. The number of students graduating from
one Project GRAD high school increased 64 percent between 1988 and 1998, during which time
the number district wide decreased 7 percent. Five times as many students are going to college.

GEAR UP Provides Local Flexibility and Leverages Local Resources
. GEAR UP is a cost-effective federal program because it provides seed monies for colleges,

low-income schools, and states to establish early intervention programs. GEAR UP:

. Is a One- Time Intervention - GEAR UP provides one-time, five-year grants as seed funding to

begin early intervention programs and strengthen schools. Applicants are required to demonstrate
that they have a plan to sustain the project after federal funding ends.

. Allows Local flexibility - GEAR UP projects establish their own objectives, develop strategies

to achieve them, and then measure their success. The Department of Education funds only the best

applicants.

. Requires a Dollar-for-Dollar Match - GEAR UP requires grantees to meet the dollar-for-

dollar match requirement It has already mobilized more than $500 million in private and state funds
for early intervention and college scholarships. This matching requirement makes GEAR UP highly
cost-effective.

Encourages State Efforts - GEAR UP is the only federal program that encourages states to
establish college outreach and early intervention initiatives.
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