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Janis currently serves as the director of the NASH/Education Trust state K-16 initiative.  NASH, the association of the fifty-three CEO’s of public higher education system heads, and the Education Trust, a leading national education advocacy group, have come  together to support a network of state higher education, K-12 and civic leaders who are  committed to working both within their states, and with their counterparts in other states, to develop coordinated improvement efforts, kindergarten through college.  These efforts have a single goal: improving student achievement at all levels and closing historic achievement gaps between students of different racial and economic backgrounds. 

A native Pennsylvanian, Janis began her work in education as a high school teacher in Trenton, New Jersey.  She also worked for several years in higher education, including appointments as the senior academic officer for undergraduate education at Temple University and at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1989, she founded the Philadelphia Schools Collaborative, a joint venture of area foundations and the School District of Philadelphia to bring K-12, college and community resources together in a comprehensive high school restructuring and college access improvement effort.

In 1994, she moved to Maryland to develop Maryland’s statewide Partnership for Teaching and Learning K-16; and in 1997, with support from the Pew Charitable Trusts, she came to NASH to lead the NASH/EdTrust State K-16 initiative. 

