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Paperwork Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a
collection of information unless such collection displays avalid OMB control number. The
valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1850-0778. Thetime required
to complete this information collection is estimated to average 15 hours per response,
including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data
needed, and complete and review the information collection. 1f you have any comments
concer ning the accur acy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving thisform,
please writeto: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651. 1f you
have comments or concer ns regarding the status of your individual submission of this
form, write directly to: Elizabeth Payer, U.S. Department of Education, 555 New Jersey
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20208.
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4000- 01-U

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON

(CFDA No. 84.305J)

O fice of Educational Research and | nprovenent (OERI)
Preschool Curriculum Eval uati on Research Grant Program
Notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year
(FY) 2002.

PURPOSE OF PROGRAM  The purpose of this programis to

i npl enment rigorous eval uati ons of preschool curricula that
will provide information to support infornmed choices of
classroomcurricula for early childhood prograns. This
conpetition will focus support on a new program of research
that wll determ ne, through random zed clinical trials,
whet her one or nore curricula produce educationally

meani ngful effects on children.

ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS: Public and private agenci es,

institutions, and organi zations, including for-profit and
non-profit organi zations; institutions of higher education;
State and | ocal education agencies; and regional
educational | aboratories.

DEADLI NE FOR RECEI PT OF LETTER OF I NTENT: January 15, 2002.

A Letter of Intent is optional, but encouraged, for
each application. The Letter of Intent is for CERl the

appl i cation.



APPLI CATI ONS AVAI LABLE: [ I NSERT DATE OF PUBLI CATION I N

THE FEDERAL REQ STER] .

DEADLI NE FOR TRANSM TTAL OF APPLI CATI ONS: March 15, 2002.

ESTI MATED AVAI LABLE FUNDS: Up to $4, 000,000 for the first

year of this program

The estimated anount of funds avail abl e for new awards
is based on the Adm nistration’ s request for this program
for FY 2002. The actual level of funding, if any, depends
on final congressional action. However, we are inviting
applications to allow enough tine to conplete the grant
process if Congress appropriates funds for this program

ESTI MATED SI ZE OF AWARDS: Funds avail able per award wil |

depend on the sanple size, the nature of the supplenenta
research proposed, and any non-federal resources to be
devoted to the project. W expect to be able to nmake about
10 awards and that a typical first year award, with the

m ni mal sanpl e size, described subsequently, will be
appr oxi mat el y $350, 000.

ESTI MATED NUMBER OF AWARDS: 10.

Note: The Departnent is not bound by any estimates in this
noti ce.

PRQIECT PERI OD: Up to 48 nonths.

PAGE LIMTS: The application nmust include the follow ng

sections: title page form (ED 424), one-page abstract,



research narrative, literature cited, curriculumvitae for
princi pal investigators(s) and ot her key personnel, budget
summary form (ED 524) with budget narrative, appendi x, and
statenment of equitable access (GEPA 427). The research
narrative is where you, the applicant, address the
selection criteria that reviewers use to eval uate your
application. You nust limt the research narrative (text
plus all figures, charts, tables, and diagrans) to the
equi val ent of 25 pages and the appendix to 20 pages, using

the follow ng standards:

A “page” is 8.5" x 11", on one side only, with 1"

margi ns at the top, bottom and both sides.

Doubl e space (no nore than three |ines per vertica

inch) all text in the research narrative, including

titles, headings, footnotes, quotations, references,

and captions, as well as all text in charts, tables,

figures, and graphs.

Use a font that is either 12-point or |arger or no

smal l er than 10 pitch (characters per inch).

The page |limt does not apply to the title page form

t he one-page abstract, the budget summary form and
narrative budget justification, the curriculumvitae,

literature cited, or the assurances and certifications.



Qur reviewers will not read any pages of your

application that--

Exceed the page |imt if you apply these standards;
or
Exceed the equivalent of the page limt if you apply
ot her standards.
W have found that reviewers are able to conduct the
hi ghest quality review when applications are concise and
easy to read, with pages consecutively nunbered.

APPLI CABLE STATUTE AND REGULATIONS: (a) 20 U.S.C. 6031

(b) The Education Departnent CGeneral Admnistrative

Regul ations (EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 74, 75 (except as
limted in 34 CFR 700.5), 77, 80, 81, 82, 85, 86 (part 86
applies only to Institutions of H gher Education), 97, 98,
and 99; and (c) The regulations in 34 CFR part 700.

SELECTION CRITERIA: The Secretary selects the follow ng

selection criteria in 34 CFR 700.30(e) to eval uate
applications for new grants under this conpetition. The
criteria below w !l receive the follow ng percentage
wei ght s.

(a) National Significance (.2)

(b) Quality of the Project Design (.5)

(c) Quality and Potential Contributions of Personne

(.2)



(d) Adequacy of Resources (.1)

Strong applications for Preschool Curricul um
Eval uati on Research (PCER) grants clearly address each of
the applicable selection criteria. They nake a well-
reasoned and conpelling case for the national significance
of the problens or issues that will be the subject of the
proposed research, and present a research design that is
conplete, clearly delineated, and incorporates sound
research methods. In addition, the personnel descriptions
included in strong applications make it apparent that the
project director, principal investigator, and other key
per sonnel possess training and experience conmensurate with
their duties.

PRE- APPLI CATI ON MEETING We will hold a pre-application

nmeeting on January 24, 2002, to discuss the funding
priority. You are invited to participate. You wll
receive technical assistance and information about the
funding priority. The neeting will be held at the U. S.
Depart nent of Education, Ofice of Educational Research and
| mprovenent, 555 New Jersey Avenue, NW, room 101,

Washi ngton, DC, between 1:00 p.m and 4:00 p.m A summary
of the neeting will be posted on the Internet at:

http://ww. ed. gov/ of fi ces/ CERI

Assistance to Individuals with Disabilities at the Meeting




The neeting site is accessible to individuals with
disabilities. If you will need an auxiliary aid or service
to participate in the neeting (e.g., interpreting service,
assistive listening device, or materials in an alternate
format), notify the contact person |isted under FOR

APPL| CATI ONS AND FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT at | east two

weeks before the schedul ed neeting date. Although we w |
attenpt to neet a request we receive after that date, we

may not be able to nmake avail abl e the requested auxiliary
aid or service because of insufficient tinme to arrange it.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

Backgr ound

Research has | ong established the inportance of early
experiences in supporting successful child devel opnent.
More recently, the focus has turned to the role of early
child-care and preschool experiences in supporting
cognitive devel opnent and other skills that are essenti al
for successful transition into school. Policy nmakers have
begun to respond to the nmounting evidence of the inportance
of early experience with calls to provide better quality
preschool prograns. For exanple, The National Research
Council’s 2000 report, Eager to Learn, concluded that:
“Many children, especially those in | owincone househol ds,

are served in child care prograns of such |ow quality that



| earni ng and devel opnent are not enhanced and rmay even be
j eopardi zed.” Furthernore, the First Lady's Wite House
Summt on Early Chil dhood Cognitive Devel opnent, held in
2001, called attention to the need for preschool prograns
to enhance their instructional content in the area of early
cognition and pre-reading skills. One result of the Early
Chi | dhood Cognitive Devel opnent Sunmt was the formation of
an I nteragency Task Force in Early Chil dhood Devel opnent
involving representatives fromthe U S. Departnent of
Education, Health and Human Services, and the National
Institute of Child Health and Human Devel opnent. This
fundi ng announcenent is one product of that Task Force.

The evidence that would allow infornmed choices of
cl assroom curricula for early childhood programs is weak.
When rigorous preschool program eval uations exist, they are
for prograns designed and delivered decades ago. Mbst
currently available curricula have no Iink to those
hi storical prograns, and those that do have changed in
content and nethod of delivery as they have evol ved over
the years. Wiile the results fromhistorical eval uations of
preschool curricula and current research on the |earning
and devel opnent of young children provide sone insights
into general features of successful preschool prograns,

they give little guidance for selecting fromanong the



ever - expandi ng |ist of available preschool curricula. For
exanple, the State of Georgia, which has a universal pre-K
program allows providers to choose anong seven different
nationally available curricula. There is little evidence
that would all ow providers to nmake an infornmed choi ce anong
these curricula. New York, another state providing

uni versal pre-K, does not provide a |list of approved
curricula. |Instead it requires that approved providers
deliver a curriculumthat confornms to general guidelines
such as neeting “the social, cognitive, linguistic,
enotional, cultural and physical needs of all eligible
children.” However, there is little evidence for choosing
anong curricul um options based on such gui delines. The
Preschool Curriculum Eval uati on Research (PCER) grants are
intended to address the lack of rigorous, systematic

eval uati on of preschool curricula that are currently in use
for children in the pre-K years.

PCER is intended to build on recent initiatives ainmed
at eval uating the preschool experiences of children. 1In
1997, Head Start undertook The Fam |y and Child Experiences
Survey (FACES), a |arge-scale national study of Head Start
prograns. FACES is a national |ongitudinal study of the
cognitive, social, enotional, and physical devel opnent of

children; the characteristics, well-being, and



acconplishnents of their famlies; the observed
characteristics of their classroons; and the
characteristics, needs, and opinions of their teachers and
ot her programstaff. In addition, the Early Chil dhood
Longi tudi nal Survey-Ki ndergarten (ECLS-K) and the Early
Chi | dhood Longi tudi nal Survey-Birth Cohort (ECLS-B), both
ongoi ng projects of the National Center for Education
Statistics within OER, offer additional insight into how
to neasure famly, school, and individual variables using a
set of neasures that overlap substantially with the FACES
nmeasures. The FACES neasures will formthe core set of

i ndi cators used in PCER funded projects.

The outcones of greatest interest to PCER are those
skills that are nost highly predictive of acadeni ¢ success
in the early years of elenentary school and that are nost
anenable to influence by factors within the real m of
cl assroom curricula and practice. These outcones include
| anguage devel opnent, pre-reading and pre-math abilities,
cognition, general know edge, and soci al conpetence.

The curricula of primary interest to PCER are those
with sufficient standardized training procedures and
publ i shed curriculummaterials to support inplenentation of
the curriculumby entities other than and at a di stance

fromthe curriculumdevelopers. |In addition, the curricula



of interest to PCER are those that focus on the child

out cones descri bed above, and those with instructional
approaches that find support in the scientific literature
on |l earning and instruction. These will be existing
curricula that are already in use in a nunber of sites.
PCER is not intended to support the devel opnent of new
curricula; that will be the focus of other prograns of
research to be sponsored by the Interagency Task Force.

Program descri ption

Grantees will coordinate with a national eval uation
contractor (to be funded separately by CERI) to ensure that
eval uations carried out in different |ocations follow
consi stent protocols and use a core set of conparable
nmeasures. The national contractor will be responsible for
coll ecting pre- and post-intervention data and ki ndergarten
and first grade follow-up data on children and cl assroons,
and for analysis and reporting of these data across program
sites. This type of centralized data coordi nati on nechani sm
has been found to be inportant in maxi m zing the systematic
col l ection of cross-site know edge obtained frommultiple
research projects. The cross-site data will be returned to
applicants in a tinely manner to serve as a basis for |ocal
anal yses (as part of any conplenentary research), as well

as eventually nade avail able in public use datasets.
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Addi tional |ocal neasures and data anal ysis of
i npl ement ati on and outcones may be carried out by the
applicants as part of conplenentary research projects
(descri bed subsequently) using programfunds. This
arrangenent allows applicants to consider nore intensive
data col |l ecti on approaches to augnent the avail able core
measur es. Cooperative agreenent budgets shoul d include
costs of data collection for |ocal neasures, assum ng a
comon core of data to be provided by the external data
coll ection center without cost to the grantee.

The core set of evaluation data collected by the
nati onal contractor will utilize FACES instrunents to
measure both classroomand famly characteristics and
practices, and child outconmes. Children, parents and
preschool staff participate in data collection. In
addition, the preschool classroons are assessed by outside
observers. The FACES instrunents cover a range of areas.
The primary focus is on child outcones, including cognitive
out cones assessed using standard instrunments such as the
Wbodcock- Johnson Letter Wrd Identification, and soci o-
enoti onal outcones such as social skills ratings conpl eted
by the teacher. For purposes of cal culating participant
burden, the current FACES child direct assessnment is

conpleted in approximtely 30 mnutes per child. For a ful

11



listing of the neasures used in the 1997-2000 FACES st udy,
pl ease see
[ http://ww2. acf. dhhs. gov/ prograns/ hsb/ hsreac/ faces/i nstrum
ents. htm ].
Appl i cants nust consi der nethods for assessing the
characteristics of the preschool progran(s), including
t hose prograns that serve as controls. Such nethods coul d
exam ne such factors as allocation of tine during the
preschool day, nature of interactions between children and
teacher, and fidelity of the curriculuminplenentation
Applicants may al so propose conpl enentary research
studies to further our know edge of the nechani sms by which
curricula support children’ s | earning, including the
devel opnment of new instrunents to neasure processes rel ated
to the effects of curriculumand instruction on |earning
and devel opnment in young children. The conpl enentary
research nmay address a range of issues related broadly to
curriculum effectiveness such as the inpact of curricul um
i npl enentati on on preschool staff, the influence of
i ndi vidual differences in children on programinpact, the
devel opnent of instrunentation, or other related topics.
The conpl enentary research studies are intended to
suppl emrent, conpl enent and enrich the core eval uation.

| nvestigators wll have an opportunity to explore nediating



events or the theoretical pathways that explain the results
that are obtained in the evaluation. In addition,
conpl enentary research provides an opportunity to identify
out cones that, because of data constraints, are not
explored in the core evaluation or are specific to an
i ndividual site. It also expands the possibilities for
mul ti pl e measures of the sane construct, and for the
devel opnent of new measures.

Two areas of conplenentary research are of particul ar
i nterest:

1) Studies that address how individual or background
differences in children interact with the
curriculumto influence devel opnental outcones.
Such studi es woul d address the question, for which
children under which conditions is the curricul um
nost successful ?

2) Studies that conpare different versions of the
curriculumor different approaches to
i npl enentation in order to identify key features of
the curriculumand approaches that m ght inprove
ef fectiveness and ease of inplenentation. Such
studi es woul d address the question, under what
circunstances does the curricul um achi eve the

greatest inpact?

13



Speci fic conpl ementary research questions m ght
i ncl ude:

| ndi vidual differences: How are age, gender, | anguage,

disability, and other key child characteristics, as well as
cultural issues, addressed? How do fam ly characteristics
interact with the child s preschool experience to influence
school readi ness? To what popul ati ons are eval uati on
results likely to be generalizable? For which children is
the curriculum nost effective/least effective and why?

Repl i cati on/di ssem nation: Wat variations in context,

target popul ations, and program delivery m ght affect

i npl enentation in other sites, and how m ght they affect
t he outconmes of the curriculun? To what extent does the
curriculumhave to be nodified to adapt to | oca
conditions? Wat are the key elenents that have to be
sustained to maintain effectiveness of the curricul unf

Cl assroom program and conmunity context: What are

the structures and supports necessary to inplenment the
curriculun? What are the key activities that are conducted
to include or gain support from conmmunity stakehol ders and
col | aborators, with program adm ni strators and policy
councils, with classroomteachers and other staff, with
parents of children in the classroons? Wiat are the

contextual variables that m ght influence how the

14



curriculumis inplenmented: e.g., culture, neighborhood
characteristics, organizational climate, |evel of poverty
in the community, teacher backgrounds, educati on,
notivation, skills and attitudes, |evels of support
(financial and otherw se), conpeting priorities wwthin a
program or classroom managenent and organi zati onal
structures? What are the relationships anong the
i ndi vi dual s who are stakehol ders and/or participants in the
curricul unf

Grantees will be required to propose a research and
eval uation work plan that will be negoti ated between the
applicant and CERI and updated on a yearly basis. The work
pl an proposed by the applicant will include details of how
the evaluation will be inplenmented, e.g., the nunber of
cl assroons, their characteristics, their existing approach,
how training will be provided, how random zation w ||
occur, how infornmed consent will be obtained. A work plan
is al so necessary for the conplenentary research, if such
research is proposed by the applicant. The eval uati on
portion of each PCER s proposed work plan wll be revi ewed
by OERI and the national evaluation contractor before the
final evaluation plan is approved.

Time frane

15



PCER projects will be funded for up to a four-year
peri od. Eval uation designs should include both short term
and long termoutcones. Initial results are expected at the
end of the first year of curriculuminplenentation. Long
term out cones should include follow-up into kindergarten
and first grade. Applicants should plan for an
i npl enentation in pre-K classroons in year 1, followup
into kindergarten in year 2, follow-up into first grade in
year 3, and conpletion of data analysis and reports in year
four. Conplenentary research designs could involve
continued pre-K inplenentations and ongoi ng research in the
pre-K setting for some or all years of the grant, while
children in the first cohort are being followed up into
first grade.

In the event that a PCER project does not generate
nmeani ngful differences between intervention and contro
classroonms in ternms of children’s outcones at the end of
year 1, and when this |ack of effect appears to be
attributable to unforeseen and renedi abl e problens in
i npl enentation, grantees will be given a second year of
funding to repeat a pre-K inplementation of their selected
curriculum When curriculumeffects on children’ s outcones
are not obtained at the end of the pre-K year, and this

| ack of effect appears to be a valid indicator of program

16



i neffectiveness, grantees will be encouraged to inplenent
and evaluate curricula that have proven effective as
depl oyed by ot her grantees.

Type of Awards

CERI will use a cooperative agreenent nechani smt hat
al l ows substantial Federal involvenent in the activities
undertaken wth Federal financial support. Details of the
responsibilities, relationships and governance of the
cooperative agreenent will be elaborated in the terns and
conditions of the award. The specific responsibilities of
the Federal staff and project staff will be identified and
agreed upon prior to the award of each cooperative
agr eenent .

PRIORI TY

This conpetition focuses on projects designed to neet
the foll owi ng absolute priority. Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(3)
we consider only applications that neet this priority.

Absol ute Priority

The preschool curriculum eval uation research grants
are designed to determ ne through a random zed cli ni cal
trial whether one or nore curricula produce educationally
meani ngful effects on children’s outcones. Each grantee
nmust i nplenment one or nore identified pre-K curricul a,

including attention to fidelity of the curricul um

17



i npl enentation; and coordinate with a national contractor

t he assessment of children and classroons in the fall and

spring of the pre-K year, and in the spring of the

ki ndergarten and first grade year.

Specifically, successful applicants nust:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

ot ai n agreenent of a sufficient nunber of
preschool sites to participate in the study;

ot ai n agreenent of the cooperating sites to

random assi gnnent of children or classroons to the

curricul um bei ng eval uated versus one or nore
conpari son approaches;

obtain i nformed consent of parents of children
participating in the study, and all teachers and
ot her adm nistrators fromwhomdata will be

col | ect ed;

Provi de all necessary nmaterials and professional

devel opment to teachers and staff to inplenent the

curriculumto be evaluated in the intervention
cl assroorns;

Make all on-site arrangenents necessary for the
national contractor to conduct assessnents of
participating children and cl assroons;

bt ai n parent and teacher interview data; and

18



7) Provide an on-site coordinator to manage al
aspects of data collection, curriculum
i npl ementation, and interaction with the national
contractor.
Conpl enmentary research projects nmay be enbedded within the
eval uation design or include additional data collection
activities. However, activities related to the
conpl enmentary research nust not conprom se the core
eval uation responsibilities and are not required in order
to receive funding.
Applicants who are research organizations are free to
i nvol ve curricul umdevel opers or distributors in the

project as they think best, from having the curricul um

devel opers as full partners in their proposals to utilizing

of f-the-shelf curriculummaterials w thout involvenent of

t he devel oper or publisher. Involvenent of the curriculum
devel oper or distributor nust not jeopardize the
objectivity of the evaluation and nmust not involve a | evel
of professional training or support for the curriculumthat
ri ses above that available to ordinary adopters of the
curriculum Applicants who are not research organizations
will need to obtain the services of at |east one consultant
who is an established researcher and who has conmtted

enough tinme to the project to assure the integrity of the

19



| ocal evaluation and to participate in all required

nmeeti ngs. Applicants who are comrercial curricul um

devel opers shoul d indicate in the budget sunmary the val ue
of any nonfederal resources that will be devoted to the
research project, such as their curriculum products.

Applicants nust enpl oy random assignnment in the
eval uati on design. Preschool progran(s) that are to be the
sites for curriculuminplenmentation nust agree to cooperate
fully with the random assi gnnment as a condition for the
applicant to receive an award under this announcenent. In
order to facilitate random assi gnnent, applicants are
encouraged to consider the use of incentives for schools
and famlies. These may include: conpensation for
addi ti onal preschool staff tine required to cooperate with
the research effort; funding for a new classroom provision
of additional resources to enable a programto conduct new
activities; securing vehicles for transportation; stipends
to famlies, etc.

In proposing a curriculumfor evaluation and in the
eval uation design, applicants should consider the foll ow ng
guesti ons:

1) What scientific research supports the use of this

particular curriculumto inprove school readiness

or other identified outcones?

20



2) What levels of staff qualifications are required?

3) Wiat training and nmaterials are needed?

4) \What are the costs of the curriculumin terns of

materials and professional training and support?

5) How is classroomor program practice to be

af fect ed?

6) Howw !l fidelity of the curricul um be maintained

over the program year?

7) \What are possible programstaff or famly barriers

to acceptance?

Applicants need to pay special attention to the nature
of the curriculum or approach that will be used in control
cl assroons. Successful applicants for this initial round of
PCER awards are not expected to conpare different well-
articul ated wel |-inplenented preschool curricula, though
such applications are not discouraged. Rather, we expect
the typical applicant to propose to inplenent a well
articulated, well -inplenented curriculumin preschools in
whi ch the prevailing approach is a honme grown, garden
variety, unlabel ed preschool experience that is short on
specific instructional goals and that |acks a detail ed
curriculum That existing practice would continue in the
cl assroons random zed into the control condition.

Appl i cants who propose a control condition in which the

21



curriculumis one that mght well be proposed as the
intervention condition by another applicant should provide
a convincing rationale for their intervention being likely
to inprove children’s outconmes conpared with the known
effects of the curriculumused in the control condition

In this regard and for all the projects, the ethics of
random assi gnnent require a reasonabl e assunption that
children in the intervention classroons will experience
neutral to positive outconmes conpared with children in the
control classroons, rather than negative outcones.

Because children who are nost unprepared for entry
into school are found disproportionately anong | ow-incone
househol ds, and because variations in the quality of
preschool progranms appear to have their greatest effects
anong such children, applicants nust either focus on
preschool s that serve children fromlow incone backgrounds
or assure that such children are present in significant
nunbers within the preschool classroons that are sanpl ed.

Applicants will follow children who participate in
studi es of PCER curricula that generate educationally
meani ngful effects at the end of the pre-K year into
ki ndergarten and first grade. Assessnent of children at
followup in both the intervention and control conditions

will be the responsibility of the national contractor.



However, all arrangenents to allow such assessnents to
occur, including obtaining parent perm ssion and
negotiating access to children for testing in their
schools, will be the responsibility of the successful
applicant. Applicants nust address how they will provide
access to children for foll owup testing.

Applicants nmust be able to guarantee access to a
m ni mum of 10 classroons with a total of 150 children.
Children included nust be in the age range such that they

woul d be eligible for entrance into public kindergarten in

the followng year. In addition, the evaluation design nust

i nclude attention to the follow ng:
1) Description of the control condition and the
i ntervention condition(s).

2) Explanation of procedures for random assi gnnment

and di scussi on of procedures for tracking fidelity

to the assignnent and potential sources of

cont am nati on.

3) Logic of sanpling so as to capture, to the degree

possi ble, diversity in the preschool popul ation

studied. Core variables to consider for capturing

di versity include: race, ethnicity/language st atus;

househol d i ncone; parental education.
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4) Discussion of possible variations in the structure
of the participating preschool program(s) (part-day
or full day, public or private, profit or non-
profit, etc.) and how these variations will be
taken into consideration in the eval uati on design.

Applicants nust provide a letter of cooperation from

participating preschool progranms for the purposes of
conducting the research, with the responsibilities of the
preschool programclearly indicated and accepted in the

| etter of cooperation. The applicant nust be willing to
work with the national evaluation contractor for the
collection of cross-site data, in coordination with any

| ocal data collection activities. The principal

i nvestigator nust agree to attend up to four neetings each
year of the grantees, contractor, and Federal staff. The
budget should reflect travel funds for such purposes.

Wai ver of Proposed Rul emaking

Under the Adm nistrative Procedure Act (5 U S.C 553)
the Departnent generally offers interested parties the
opportunity to conment on proposed regul ati ons. However,
in order to make tinely grant awards in FY 2002, the
Secretary has decided to issue this application notice
wi t hout first publishing a proposed priority for public

comment. These regulations will apply to the FY 2002 grant
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conpetition only. The Secretary takes this action under
section 437(d) (1) of the General Education Provisions Act.
CERI is conducting its first grant conpetition under
the national research institutes authority for the purpose
of funding projects that will inplenent rigorous
eval uations of classroomcurricula currently in use for the
pre-K years (20 U.S.C. 6031). This new program of research
is intended to address the critical question of which
curricula produce or contribute to educationally neani ngful
outcones for children of this age. As noted earlier, the
evi dence that would allow infornmed choices of classroom
curricula for early childhood progranms is weak or non-
existent. Thus, for the first tinme, OERl is soliciting
applications that will address the |lack of rigorous,
systemati c study and eval uati on of existing curricul a.

In a separate Federal Register notice to be published

in the near future, the Assistant Secretary will ask for
public conment on the priority for the purpose of designing
and conducting future grant conpetitions for this research.

FOR APPLI CATI ONS AND FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT:  Hei di

Schwei ngruber, U.S. Departnent of Education, 555 New Jersey
Avenue, room 602- O, Washi ngton, DC 20208-5501. Tel ephone:
(202) 219-2040 or via Internet:

Hei di . Schwei ngr uber @d. gov.
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| f you use a tel ecomunications device for the deaf
(TDD), you may call the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

I ndi viduals with disabilities may obtain this docunent
inan alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print,
audi ot ape, or computer diskette) on request to the program

contact person |isted under FOR APPLI CATI ONS AND FURTHER

| NFORVATI ON CONTACT.

Individuals with disabilities may obtain a copy of the
application package in an alternative format by contacting
Hei di Schwei ngruber. However, the Departnent is not able
to reproduce in an alternative fornat the standard forns
included in the application package.

Pil ot Project for Electronic Subm ssion of Applications

In FY 2002, the U. S. Departnent of Education is
continuing to expand its pilot project of electronic
subm ssion of applications to include additional fornula
grant prograns and additional discretionary grant
conpetitions. The Preschool Curriculum Eval uati on Research
Grant Program (CFDA 84.305J) is one of the prograns
included in the pilot project. If you are an applicant
under the PCER program you may submt your application to

us in either electronic or paper formt.
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The pilot project involves the use of the Electronic
Grant Application System (e- APPLI CATION, formerly e-GAPS)
portion of the Grant Adm nistration and Paynent System
(GAPS). We request your participation in this pilot
project. W shall continue to evaluate its success and

solicit suggestions for inprovenent.

| f you participate in this e-APPLI CATION pil ot, please

note the follow ng:
Your participation is voluntary.

You wi Il not receive any additional point value or
penal ty because you submit a grant application in

el ectronic or paper format.

You can submt all docunents electronically, including

the Application for Federal Assistance (ED 424), Budget

| nf or mat i on- - Non- Construction Prograns (ED 524), and al

necessary assurances and certifications.

Wthin three working days of submtting your electronic

application, fax a signed copy of the Application for
Federal Assistance (ED 424) to the Application Contro
Center after follow ng these steps:

1. Print ED 424 fromthe e- APPLI CATI ON system

2. Make sure that the institution’s Authorizing

Representative signs this form
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3. Before faxing this form submt your electronic
application via the e- APPLI CATI ON system You w ||
receive an automatic acknow edgenent, which wll
i ncl ude a PR/ Award nunber (an identifying nunber
uni que to your application).

4. Place the PR/ Award nunber in the upper right hand
corner of ED 424.

5. Fax ED 424 to the Application Control Center at

(202) 260- 13409.

We may request that you give us original signatures on

all other forns at a | ater date.
You may access the electronic grant application for
t he PCER Program at:

http://e-grants. ed. gov

Due to software upgrades, it is anticipated that the e-
Application software will be unavail able for several days
in md-January. The tentative dates for this system down
time are January 11-21, 2002. Please check this site for
future updates on system availability.

We have included additional information about the e-
APPL| CATI ON pil ot project (see Parity Cuidelines between
Paper and El ectronic Applications) in the application

package.
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El ectronic Access To This Docunent

You may view this docunent, as well as all other

Department of Educati on docunents published in the Federal

Regi ster, in text or Adobe Portabl e Docunent Fornmat (PDF)
on the Internet at the followng site:

http://ww. ed. gov/ | egi sl ati on/ FedRegi st er

To use PDF you nust have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which
is available free at this site. If you have questions
about using PDF, call the U S. Governnent Printing Ofice
(GPO), toll free, at 1-888-293-6498; or in the Washi ngton,

D.C. area at (202) 512-1530.
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Note: The official version of this document is the

docunent published in the Federal Register. Free Internet

access to the official edition of the Federal Register and

t he Code of Federal Regulations is available on GPO Access
at :
http://ww. access. gpo. gov/ nar a/ i ndex. ht i

PROGRAM AUTHORI TY: 20 U. S. C. 6031.

Dat ed:

Grover J. \Witehurst,
Assi stant Secretary for Educati onal
Research and | nprovenent




Instructionsfor Submitting a L etter of I ntent

A Letter of Intent is optional, but encouraged, for each application. The deadline for
Receipt of Letters of Intent for the Preschool Curriculum Evaluation Research Grant
Program (84.305J) is January 15, 2002. The Letter of Intent should not exceed one page
in length and should include atitle and brief description of the research project; identify
the Principal Investigator(s) and any Co-Principa Investigator(s); indicate the
institutional affiliations of the Principal Investigator(s) and Co-Principal Investigator(s);
indicate the duration of the proposed project; and provide an estimated budget request by
year, and atotal budget request.

The Letter of Intent should be sent Dr. Heidi Schweingruber:
U.S. Department of Education/OERI
555 New Jersey Avenue
Room 602-O
Washington, DC 20208-5501
Or viathe Internet to Dr. Schweingruber at:

Heidi.Schwel ngruber @ed.gov

The Letter of Intent isfor OERI planning purposes and will not be used in the evaluation
of the application.
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Application Abstract

The abstract must not to exceed one page. Please see the “Page Limits’ section of the
Federal Register notice inviting applications under this competition.



Research Narrative

The research narrative must not to exceed 25 double-spaced pages. Please see the “Page
Limits” section of the Federal Register notice inviting applications under this

competition.

The research narrative is where you, the applicant, address the selection criteria that
reviewers use to evaluate your application. Please see the “ Selection Criterid’” section of

the Federal Register notice.



Literature Cited

Please see the “Page Limits” section of the Federal Register notice inviting applications
under this competition.



Curriculum Vitae

Please see the “Page Limits” section of the Federal Register notice inviting applications
under this competition.



Appendix

The appendix must not exceed 20 pages. Please see the “Page Limits’ section of the
Federal Register notice inviting applications under this competition.



Availability of Forms

You will need to download the following required Federal forms from
http://www.ed.gov/officessf OCFO/grants/appforms.html:

Title Page Form — Application for Federal Education Assistance (ED
424) and Instructions

Budget Information Form Non-Construction Programs (ED 524)
and Instructions

Certifications and Assurances

Applicants selected for funding will be required to submit the following
before a grant is issued:

Assurances-Non-Construction Programs (Standard Form 424B)
Certification Regarding L obbying; Debarment, Suspension, and Other
Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Work-Place Requirements (ED
Form 80-0013)

Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Standard Form LLL), if applicable
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ingligibility and
Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transactions (ED Form 80-

0014) Note: ED form GCS-0014 is intended for the use of primary
participants and should not be transmitted to the Department)
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I NSTRUCTI ONS FOR TRANSM TTI NG APPLI CATI ONS

If you want to apply for a grant and be consi dered for
fundi ng, you nust neet the foll ow ng deadline requirenents:

(a) If You Send Your Application by Mil

You nust nmail the original and two copies of the
application on or before the deadline date to:

U. S. Departnent of Education

Application Control Center

Attention: CFDA # 84. 305J

7th & D Streets, SW

Room 3633

Washi ngt on, DC 20202-4725

You must show one of the follow ng as proof of
mai | i ng:

(1) A legibly dated U S. Postal Service postmark.

(2) Alegible mail receipt with the date of mailing
stanped by the U. S. Postal Servi ce.

(3) A dated shipping |abel, invoice, or receipt from
a conmercial carrier.

(4) Any other proof of mailing acceptable to the
Secretary.

I f you mail an application through the U S. Postal
Servi ce, we do not accept either of the foll ow ng as proof
of mailing:

(1) A private netered postnark.



(2) A mail receipt that is not dated by the U S
Post al Servi ce.

(b) I f You Deliver Your Application by Hand

You or your courier nust hand deliver the original and
two copies of the application by 4:30 p.m (Washi ngton, DC
time) on or before the deadline date to:

U.S. Departnent of Education

Application Control Center

Attention: CFDA # 84.305J

7'" and D Streets, SW

Room 3633

Regional O fice Building 3

Washi ngt on, DC

The Application Control Center accepts application
deliveries daily between 8:00 a.m and 4:30 p. m
(Washi ngton, DC tinme), except Saturdays, Sundays, and
Federal holidays. The Center accepts application
deliveries through the D Street entrance only. A person
delivering an application nmust show identification to enter

t he buil di ng.

(c) I f You Submit Your Application Electronically

You nust submt your grant application through the
I nternet using the software provided on the e-Gants Wb
site (http://e-grants.ed.gov) by 4:30 p.m (Washi ngton, DC
tinme) on the deadline date.

The regul ar hours of operation of the e-Gants Wb

site are 6:00 a.m wuntil 12:00 m dni ght (Washi ngton, DC
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time) Monday - Friday and 6:00 a.m wuntil 7:00 p.m
Saturdays. The systemis unavail able on the second
Saturday of every nonth, Sundays, and Federal holidays.
Pl ease note that on Wdnesdays the Wb site is closed for
mai nt enance at 7:00 p.m (Washington, DC tine).

Not es

(1) The U. S. Postal Service does not uniformy
provi de a dated postnmark. Before relying on this method,
you should check with your |ocal post office.

(2) I f you send your application by mail or if you
or your courier delivers it by hand, the Application
Control Center will nmail a Gant Application Receipt
Acknowl edgnent to you. |If you do not receive the
notification of application receipt within 15 days fromthe
date of mailing the application, you should call the U S.
Depart ment of Education Application Control Center at (202)
708- 9493.

(3) If your applicationis late, we will notify you
that we will not consider the application

(4) You nust indicate on the envel ope and--if not
provi ded by the Departnent--in Item4 of the Application
for Federal Education Assistance (ED 424 (exp. Novenber 30,

2004)) the CFDA nunber--and suffix letter, if any--of the



conpetition under which you are submitting your
appl i cation.

(5 If you submt your application through the
Internet via the e-Grants Wb site, you will receive an
automati ¢ acknow edgnent when we receive your application.

(6) You may access the electronic grant application
for the PCER Program at:

http://e-grants. ed. gov

PLEASE BE AWARE: Due to software upgrades, it is

anticipated that the e-Application software will be
unavai l abl e for several days in md-January. The tentative
dates for this systemdown tinme are January 11-21, 2002.

Pl ease check the e-grants Wb site for future updates on

system avail ability.
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Parity Guidelines between Paper and Electronic Applications

In FY 2002, the U.S. Department of Education is continuing to expand the pilot project,
which began in FY 2000, which allows applicants to use an Internet-based electronic
system for submitting applications. This competition is among those that have an
electronic submission option available to al applicants. The system, called e-
APPLICATION, formerly e-GAPS (Electronic Grant Application System), allows an
applicant to submit a grant application electronically, using a current version of the
applicant’s Internet browser. To see eeAPPLICATION visit the following address:

http://e-grants.ed.gov

Usersof eeAPPLICATION, adatadriven system, will be entering data on-line while
completing their applications. Thiswill be more interactive than just e- mailing a soft
copy of agrant application to us. If you participate in this voluntary pilot project by
submitting an application electronically, the data you enter on-line will go into a database
and ultimately will be accessible in electronic form to our reviewers.

This pilot project continues the Department’ s transition to an electronic grant award
process. In addition to eeAPPLICATION, the Department plans to expand the number
of discretionary programs using the electronic peer review (eeREADER) system and to
increase the participation of discretionary programs offering grantees the use of the
electronic annual performance reporting (e-REPORTS) system.

To help ensure parity and a similar ook between electronic and paper copies of grant
applications, we are asking each applicant that submits a paper application to adhere to
the following guidelines:

- Submit your application on 8 %2’ by 11" paper.
- Leaveal-inch margin on al sides.

Use consistent font throughout your document. Y ou may aso use boldface type,
underlining, and italics. However, please do not use colored text.

Please use black and white, also, for illustrations, including charts, tables, graphs
and pictures.

For the narrative component, your application should consist of the number and text
of each selection criterion followed by the narrative. The text of the selection
criterion, if included, does not count against any page limitation.

Place a page number at the bottom right of each page beginning with 1; and number
your pages consecutively throughout your document.
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Guidancefor Statement of Equitable Access (GEPA 427)

See form on page 44 for guidance.



OMB Control No. 1890-0007 (Exp. 09/30/2004)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS
The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GEPA) that applies to applicants for new grant awards under Department programs. This
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.)
103-382).

ToWhom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant awards under this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW
AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State needs to provide this description only for projects or activities
that it carries out with funds reserved for Statelevel uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible applicants
that apply to the State for funding need to provide this description in their applications to the State for funding. The
State would be responsible for ensuring that the school district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient section
427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an individual person) to includein its application a description
of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and participation in, its Federally-assisted
program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. This provision alows applicants
discretion in developing the required description. The statute highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable
access or participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age. Based on local circumstances, you should
determine whether these or other barriers may prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such access or participationiin,
the Federally-funded project or activity. The description in your application of steps to be taken to overcome these
barriers need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct description of how you plan to address those barriers
that are applicable to your circumstances. In addition, the information may be provided in a single narrative, or, if
appropriate, may be discussed in connection with related topics in the application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential

beneficiaries to fully participatein the project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program requirements
and its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal funds awarded to it to eliminate barriersit identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the Requirement of ThisProvision?
The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may comply with Section 427.

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy project serving, among others, adults with limited
English proficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to distribute a brochure about the proposed
project to such potential participantsin their native language.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional materials for classroom use might describe how it will
make the materials available on audio tape or in braille for students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science program for secondary students and is concerned that
girls may be less likely than boysto enroll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct “outreach"
effortsto girls, to encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants may aready be implementing effective steps to ensure equity of access and
participation in their grant programs, and we appreciate your cooperation in responding to the requirements of this
provision.



Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information
unless such collection displays avalid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for thisinformation
collection is 1890-0007. The time required to complete thisinformation collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per
response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete
and review the information collection. If you have any comments concer ning the accur acy of the time estimate(s)
or suggestionsfor improving thisform, please writeto: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S.
Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW (Room 3652, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3).
Washington, DC 20202-4248.



Application Checklist

Does your application include each of the following?

[ ] Title Page Form (ED 424)

[ ] Abstract

[] Research Narrative (respond to selection criteria)

[ ] Literature Cited

[ ] Curriculum Vitae of Principal Investigator (s) and Other Key Per sonnel
[ ] Budget Summary Form (ED 524) and Budget Narrative
[ ] Appendix

[] Statement of Equitable Access (GEPA 427 Statement)

[ ] Assurances and Certifications

Did You --

[ ] Provide one (1) original plus 2 copies of the application, if you elected to
submit your application as paper copy?

[ ] Include all required formswith original signatures and dates?



