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I want to welcome you and say thanks for coming. 


We just spent some time with this group of folks up here on the stage. And it’s clear we all agree on one thing:  Implementing the No Child Left Behind law is doable because these people are doing it. 


They don’t make excuses. They don’t complain. They just get the job done.


That can-do spirit has put them at the forefront -- with innovative new approaches to implementing this law. 


They care about the children in their schools, and they are in the trenches every day, doing their part to make sure that every child learns and no child is left behind.


Let me tell you a few things about them.


Joyce Coppin is here from the New York City Department of Education. There was a time up in New York when they had a major teacher shortage and many of the teachers they had were teaching out of field.


Today that’s changed. 


They were aggressive about training and recruiting good teachers and now they have eliminated the shortage. This year alone, they hired 8,000 new teachers – and 2,000 of them came from the New York City Teaching Fellows program.

 
Patricia Harvey is the superintendent for the St. Paul Public Schools. They jumped at the opportunity to empower parents with greater choice. Last spring they sent letters to parents of children in low-performing schools telling them about their new options to enroll in better performing schools. 


They got all their ducks in a row to handle the requests. And when more than 500 parents sent back applications, nearly all got their first or second choice.


They made it happen for these parents because Dr. Harvey and the good people in the St. Paul schools believe that this can be done. 


Jim Horne is the secretary of education for the state of Florida. In Florida, they understand accountability. They know that what gets measured, gets done. And they are closing the achievement gap by holding schools accountable for student progress with sanctions for those who don’t get the job done, and rewards for those who do.


And they let parents and the public know how well their schools are teaching and their children are learning. 


Another state that really understands accountability is Indiana. Dr. Suellen Reed is the superintendent of public instruction. And Indiana has really hit a homerun with their system that gives new meaning to full disclosure. 


They have put detailed data reported by student subgroup about school and student performance on their website and they make sure it’s published in newspapers statewide. Parents can also go on the web to find out how qualified their children’s teachers are.

 
Alabama and Arkansas really hit the ground running with their Reading First funding.


Kathryn Mitchell is the director of the Alabama Reading Initiative.  And this summer, Alabama trained 2,300 teachers to help children learn to read using solid, research-based reading instruction. They understand that in order to improve achievement they have to fundamentally change how they do reading instruction.


Ray Simon is director of the Arkansas Department of Education. Arkansas is putting Literacy Leadership Teams in schools with full-time Literacy Coaches. They are also going to spotlight model reading classrooms so others can learn from the best practices of research-based instruction.


And finally, Taylor Young, is the director of Title I programs for Colorado Springs public schools. Colorado Springs has identified the schools where students need more help, and they are providing the parents of those children with lists of supplemental service providers of one-on-one tutoring and after-school help, including options for internet-based providers.


All of these educators are doing their part to implement our new law. And the federal government is doing its part, as well, with historic levels of funding.


We have the largest education budget for disadvantaged children in U.S. history -- double what the Department of Education received as recently as 1996.  


And we have $1 billion in funding for the President’s Reading First initiatives. 


Mr. President, these folks were able to accomplish so much so fast because they really believe as you and I do that every child can learn. 


And they not only believe it, they are helping us achieve it. And I know you want to thank them as well.

# # # 

1

