Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force Meeting Summary

December 14, 2006


CRE director Diane McCauley introduced OVAE Assistant Secretary Troy Justesen, chairman of the Rural Education Task Force. AS Justesen briefly explained the basis for the Task Force’s existence.  He noted that the Department sets the agenda for the Task Force.


AS Justesen then introduced Pat Stanley, the new DAS in OVAE with responsibility for community colleges.


At DAS Richard La Pointe’s prompting, AS Justesen recounted his experiences at the FFA convention, where he was a featured speaker.


DAS Richard La Pointe described his participation in the National Rural Education Association annual convention.


CRE director Diane McCauley’s remarks covered forthcoming activities and administrative details relating to the Task Force and CRE.  She noted the Rural Education Summit, tentatively scheduled for October 2007, and CRE’s efforts regarding the online production of a revised version of The Condition of Education in Rural Schools.


The featured speaker was Dr. Douglas Geverdt of the U. S. Census Bureau.  Dr. Geverdt’s presentation focused on the new schema for classifying schools by place that has emerged with the ability to precisely located schools through satellite imaging.  Dr. Geverdt explained how the new classification system will replace the locale codes the Department has used for a number of years and some of the implications of the new classification system.

