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Good morning.   My name is Doug Gill.  I am a member of the President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education, and I am state director of special education for the state of Washington.   I welcome you to the fifth meeting of the Commission.  Our hearing today is led by the Commission’s Finance Task Force, which I chair.

Our goal today is to closely examine the complex issues and factors relating to the financing of special education.  However, before we get started I would like to take a step back and briefly describe the Commission’s mission and activities.

President Bush established this Commission last October.  His goal in creating the Commission was a simple one that can be summed up in four words:  “No child left behind.”  The “no child left behind” message has become a familiar and important one.   It is the guiding principle of the newly reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act.   Now, it comes into play with the work of this Commission because – as the President has pointed out – those at the greatest risk of being left behind are children with disabilities. 

In our work, the Commission will use the four foundation principles of the “The No Child Left Behind Act.”  Those principles are:

1. Accountability for results;

2. Flexibility and local control;

3. Expanded options for parents; and,

4. Use of educational practices based on good science.

The Commission is holding hearings and collecting information to study issues related to federal, state and local special education programs.  Ultimately, we will recommend policies to improve the educational performance of students with disabilities.  The Commission’s work is not designed to replace the upcoming Congressional reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Rather, the report we produce and issue this summer will not only provide vital input into the reauthorization process, but also into the national debate on how best to educate all children.

The President has charged us with providing findings and recommendations in the following nine areas:

1. Cost-effectiveness.

2.  Improving Results.       

3.  Research.  

4.  Early Intervention.

5.  Funding.

      
6. Teacher Quality and Student Accountability.

7. Regulations and Red Tape.

8. Models.

9. Federal versus Local Funding. 

Today we will examine three of those areas: funding, financing, and cost-effectiveness.  More specifically, we will look at:

1. How special education funds are spent. While the Administration is funding special education at record levels, it recognizes that money won’t solve all the problems facing special education today.  That means we need to look at fresh ideas about how we can better spend federal resources to improve special education.
2. The appropriate role of the federal government in special education programming and funding.

3. “Cost drivers.”  We need to look closely at the factors that have contributed to the growing costs of providing special education services.

4. Federal and state regulations and red tape.  We need to review the impact of regulations and red tape – not only for their potential to increase costs, but also because they have the potential to obstruct the ability of schools to better serve children with disabilities.
5. The impact of federal IDEA funds on state and local education spending.  

The Commission needs your suggestions to help us tackle these issues.  Tell us about what works.   Show us the models.  We will have a public comment period this afternoon to ensure that everyone has a chance to provide us with input.

As we examine these issues, I hope we can bear in mind that our goal is to do what’s best for children – not what’s best for “the system” or what’s best for one government agency or another.  As Secretary Paige said at the Commission’s first hearing January, “The way we educate our children reveals our character.  Let’s show strong character.  No American should be satisfied until every American child is learning.”

Thank you for your interest in this Commission.   We appreciate everyone who has taken the time to attend our meeting.   We will now open today’s hearing of the Finance Task Force.

(end)
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