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Thank you, Steve.    I am very pleased to welcome our Commissioners and witnesses to Des Moines today.

I also want to thank the Iowans in attendance for coming here this morning.  For those Commissioners who have not spent time in our state, let me assure you:  Iowans will give you a lot of input.  One of the things that makes Iowa so special is the high degree of public involvement in our communities, our local governments, and our schools.  

We have a very busy and important day ahead of us.  As Steve pointed out, the Bush Administration and this Commission are deeply committed to finding ways to ensure that no child is left behind.  This includes children with disabilities.

It is difficult to travel anywhere in our country and not hear about school reform, higher standards, rigorous assessments, and new innovations in the classroom.  We have to make sure that special education students benefit from these changes.  How we educate these children – our children – and help them move forward so they can become productive citizens is one of our nation’s most pressing education issues.  I’m sure our hearing today will shed much needed light on that issue.  As Secretary Paige says, how we educate our children says a lot about our character and the character of our nation.  Thank you again, and with that, let’s get started ...  

PAGE  
2

