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Good morning.   I am Doug Huntt.  I chair the transition tASK force of the President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education.   I welcome you to today’s hearing.

The focus of our hearing is how youth with disabilities transition from high school to post-secondary education, employment, and other adult activities.  

Obviously, transition is a very important topic.  It goes to the heart of President bush’s “No child Left Behind” education agenda.  We must ensure that all children – including those with disabilities – are educated and prepared to become productive citizens. 

President Bush established the Commission last October to collect information and to study issues related to federal, state, and local special education programs.  The Commission’s goal is to recommend policies to improve the educational performance of students with disabilities.  

Our work is not designed to replace the Congressional reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Rather, the report we produce and issue this summer will not only provide vital input into the reauthorization process, but also into the national debate on how best to educate all children.

The Commission’s examination of transition issues is part of its expansive review of special education.  Over the past two months, the Commission and its task forces have held hearings in Houston, Denver, Des Moines, Los Angeles, Coral Cables, New York City, Nashville, San Diego, and Washington.  The commission has looked at issues such as teacher quality, accountability, funding, cost effectiveness, parental involvement, identification of children with learning disabilities, research, paperwork, litigation, and federal programs.

As part of tOdAY’S hearing, the Commission will hear from experts and educators on a variety of transition issues. 

Our witnesses will discuss the current status of services for students with disabilities who are planning to transition and what needs to be improved to better prepare students with disabilities as they move from secondary to postsecondary and adult activities.  Each expert will present his or her findings, perspectives, and recommendations to the Commission concerning transition services.

We will also have a public comment period dedicated to transition issues.  What we learn from all our speakers today will provide us with the valuable input we need to develop our recommendations for the president.

Thank you for your interest in the Commission.   Let’s begin today’s hearing.

(end)
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