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Good morning.   I am adela acosta, chair of the system administration task force of the President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education.   I welcome you to today’s hearing.

The focus of our hearing is administrative barriers to effective special education services.  the task force and its witnesses will explore ways in which we can overcome many of the barriers that hinder special education.  these barriers include excessive paperwork, a focus on regulatory compliance rather than academic outcomes, and excessive litigation.

Before we begin our hearing, I would like to briefly provide you with background about the Commission.

President Bush established the Commission last October to collect information and to study issues related to federal, state, and local special education programs.  The Commission’s goal is to recommend policies to improve the educational performance of students with disabilities so that no child will be left behind.  

Our work is not designed to replace the Congressional reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Rather, the report we produce and issue this summer will not only provide vital input into the reauthorization process, but also into the national debate on how best to educate all children.

over the past two months, the Commission and its task forces have held hearings in Houston, Denver, Des Moines, Los Angeles, Coral CAbles, New York City, and nashville.  The commission has looked at issues such as teacher quality, accountability, funding, cost effectiveness, parental involvement, identification of children with learning disabilities, and research.

Today, we turn our attention to the administration of special education.  Anyone remotely connected with education knows that special education services are burdened with paperwork, regulations, and litigation.  While administrative procedures and “compliance” are needed to guarantee all children with disabilities receive a free and appropriate education, procedures and regulations must not overwhelm teachers, children, and families.  Instead, they should ensure that children receive quality services with real academic outcomes.
Hours spent on excessive paperwork is a significant barrier to effective delivery of education services to children with learning disabilities. Fifty-three percent of all special education teachers report that routine duties and paperwork interfere “to a great extent” with teaching.  Policy makers and regulatory authorities must look for new ways to reduce paperwork so that teachers can focus on the most important task at hand: teaching children.

Paperwork is not the only factor that detracts from effectively serving children with disabilities – excessive litigation does, too.  The current dispute system sanctioned by IDEA increases the chances of due process proceedings and actually promotes the use of attorneys and advocates. Dispute resolution is an alternative to litigation we should explore.

we will hear presentations from experts and educators on these topics.  We will also have a public comment period this afternoon.  What we learn from all these sources will provide us with the valuable input we need to develop our recommendations for the president.

Thank you for your interest in the Commission.   We will now begin today’s hearing.
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