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Good morning.   I am Nancy Grasmick, Maryland’s superintendent of education.  I chair the research task force of the President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education.   I welcome you to our meeting today.  The focus of our hearing is research in special education. Before we get started, I would like to briefly provide you with some background on the mission and activities of the Commission.

President Bush established this Commission last October to collect information and to study issues related to federal, state, and local special education programs.  The Commission’s goal is to recommend policies to improve the educational performance of students with disabilities so that no child will be left behind – especially those with learning disabilties.  

The Commission’s work is not designed to replace the upcoming Congressional reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Rather, the report we produce and issue this summer will not only provide vital input into the reauthorization process, but also into the national debate on how best to educate all children.

over the past two months, the Commission and its task forces have held hearings in Houston, Denver, Des Moines, Los Angeles, Coral CAbles and New York City.  The commission has looked at issues such as teacher quality, accountability, funding, cost effectiveness, parental involvement, and identification of children with learning disabilties. Today we turn our attention to research.

Sound research should be the foundation for all teaching and learning – especially in special education.  Through effective research and dissemination, classroom educators and parents stand a better chance of bringing successful practices into the classroom for the benefit of children with learning disabilities.  This Administration strongly favors the use of scientifically based research in education, and that includes special education, too.

Today we will hear presentations from experts detailing how quality research can provide us with important information so that educators can … 

· Better identify children with learning disabilities.

· assess the educational progress of each special education student to ensure that no child is left behind.

· create successful transitions from school to adult life for students with learning disabilities.

· evaluate infants, toddlers and children for learning disabilities.

· create the least restrictive learning environments for special education students.

· “bridge the gap” between research and practice.

· create alternative models and programs for special education.

· help states and school districts determine whether special education programs are working.  In doing so, research creates and supports vital accountability mechanisms for federal and local education dollars.

Today, we will hear from a variety of experts who can provide us with suggestions on how to create the best possible research agenda for Special education.

We are also eager to hear from you.    We need the suggestions of educators and parents to accomplish our work.  We will have a public comment period this afternoon to ensure that you have a chance to provide us with input.  Thank you for your interest in the Commission.   We will now begin today’s hearing.

(end)
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