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Special Note:  Participant comments and notes of the session (as provided below) have been edited to promote consistency and readability.  Where necessary, wording has been added in parentheses to provide context and clarity for the reader.  Numbers in parentheses after a statement indicate where, and how many times, a comment was repeated.
* * * * *  

Broad Question:  How can states and local programs better prepare students for college (without the need for remediation) and careers?
· Technology centers in our state have articulation agreements with their local school districts to award academic credit for certain career and technical education courses.  The availability of these agreements greatly enables students to participate in technical center courses and programs.
· Despite having an agreement, in some states, the local school can still reject the credits and not award them to the student.  This negatively impacts students’ ability to participate in tech center courses.  (4)
· General education needs to learn more about modern career and technical education and recognize its importance for teaching and reinforcing academics. Data in one state show the value of career and technical education for college-readiness.  As of 2008, career and technical education students needing remediation at the postsecondary level was 4 percent, while the rate for general education students was 60 percent,
· It is important for students to be made aware of the programs at technical centers.  In our state, all 8th graders visit the center each year to learn about the programs and services that are offered.
· Dual enrollment is an effective way to link career and technical education courses with college courses. 
· Third-party technical skill assessments should be made available in all program areas.
Broad Question:  What has been your experience in implementing programs of study [career pathways] and what actions need to be taken to further support their availability and effectiveness for students?  
· Programs of study have had a dynamic impact in our state.  We have a career assessment that students take in middle school and students work with their parents and counselors to make a decision on a program of study.  Students codify their decisions in a plan that follows them through high school.  
· In our state, there has been limited collaboration between our technical centers and general education, with the technical centers getting short-changed.  General education has not bought into the concept of programs of study.
· Further work needs to be done on statewide (rather than institution-to-institution) articulation agreements.  To this end, the Federal government needs to work with the State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEOs) and the accrediting associations. 
Broad Question:  How do you measure your student’s success, particularly as it relates to college and career readiness, and what information (data) do you need to better track and improve program outcomes
· Our state uses the COMPASS test, which helps us to assess student’s reading, writing, and math skills and place students in appropriate college courses.
· Our state uses WorkKeys, which needs to be re-evaluated for use in the place of the ACT.
· The Federal government must mandate a P-16 system for each state to gather comprehensive data on student outcomes.
Closing Information:

· Participants are welcome to provide additional thoughts and comments:

· Via the Department’s CTE Community Conversations Blog at: http://www.ed.gov/blog/2010/11/improving-career-and-technical-education/.
· Via e-mail to CTEconversations@ed.gov.

· Participants are encouraged track the progress of OVAE’s CTE Community Conversations on the blog provided above.
