Teacher Ambassador Blog Summary, November 2010

Links: 
· Ed.gov Blog: http://www.ed.gov/blog/tag/teaching-ambassador-fellows/
· PD 360 Blog: http://www.pd360.com/pd360.cfm?

Questions:
· How do you think students can be more involved in the federal policy decisions that affect their education? 

· What do policymakers need to know about young people in order to ensure that education laws fit students’ needs? 
Respondents: Total: 68 (13 Ed.gov Blog; 55 PD 360 Blog)
· Highlighted Statement: “Education reform cannot be fully effective if we do not learn what needs to be fixed from those that are impacted on a daily basis. No one knows better what is wrong with our education system than the students who live it. Lawmakers need to hold forums with students to get their perspectives and make sure the conversation is held with them, just not about them.” -Ashley, Ed.gov Blog 

Valuing Student Voice

· “In order to involve students in federal policy decisions that affect their education, students need to feel as though their ideas matter. Policymakers should visit schools and talk with lots of students (not just the student council students). Policymakers should find out what students care about, what’s important to them, and dialogue with them about how policies can address their needs. And then, policymakers need to use that information and do something with it. Students need to see that they have been heard. There are fewer things worse than being asked to get involved then being dismissed or ignored after getting started.” -Jan, PD 360 Blog
· “Policy makers at the national level are not actively listening to youth and reflecting youth interests in their policy decisions. One member of the America’s Youth Council’s network made the comment that on any other pressing issue, the people whom the issue involves are brought into the decision making process. Yet, when it comes to youth, we are left out of the picture. In my opinion this must change, and I am glad the Department of Education is finally asking how it can be done.” -Alex, Student; Ed.gov Blog
· “I believe that if students knew that their voices and ideas were important, they would gladly express what they think is the best way for us to find out what they think! Blogs, texts, social network media, etc. are all good communication systems for this purpose but only students with access to them will be able to use them.” -Laura, PD 360 Blog
Creating Spaces for Input from Students

· “The Department of Education needs to form a youth council to bring the opinions of youth to D.C. so that they can run ideas, programs, and policy by youth before they implement and advocate for them. A youth council would allow the Department of Ed to keep youth with different perspectives from all across the country involved in the policy process instead of staffers having to travel across the country seeking youth input. Youth Council members could also serve as representatives for the Department of Education in their own regions and actively seek out the opinions of other youth bringing an understanding that no staffer based out of D.C. will ever get.” -Alex, Student; Ed.gov Blog

· “At the secondary level, there are many Leadership classes, Student Government Bodies, National Honor Societies, Community Outreach Programs, FBLA, and the like- These students should be given a survey so you can collect the data and read the reports on what the students think about federal policies.” -Robin, PD 360 Blog
· “Students can be more involved through social media…Virtual meetings with students across the country can be held at TV stations, all the districts will get involved to get them there. We have to think outside the box and invite students to the table. Project-based learning is crucial to help our children gain the problem solving and creative thinking skills they need to compete in our Global Economy. “-Angela PD 360 Blog
Connecting Policy with Student Needs
· “I think policy makers need to spend real time in the schools, observing and talking to students and teachers. It is easy for them to look in from the outside and make judgments without seeing the whole picture. They need to realize that students today are subjected to more stress than any other generation. Family dynamics, economic status, language barriers, and academic problems should be considered.” -Patty, PD 360 Blog
· “Those who are in positions of power need to understand that in many cases - particularly in areas where gangs, poverty, drugs, teen pregnancy, absentee parents, and a legacy of illiteracy are pervasive - educational achievement is not a priority. As a high school teacher, I am often discouraged by the lack of basic skills of children entering high school. More than 50% are functioning at 4th grade levels. After 8 years of schooling the students are supposed to magically pass standardized High school assessments. When they fail, the blame is placed on the high schools. Those students whose parents are actively involved do much better. Students who mastered elementary school concepts do well, and are often placed in magnet schools, private and charter schools. Those who are failing or at risk of dropping out are not welcomed into those schools. There isn’t a silver bullet solution. But if you can focus on only one area, start with primary grades. The foundation must be properly set in order for students to build their skills, and motivation.” -Anita, PD 360 Blog
·  “It’s possible to meet two of the biggest challenges facing us in education at the same time–1) The disconnect between policy making and the classroom and 2) The disengagement of students from their own education–by getting students (especially from the most challenging/anti-education environments) engaged in policy study and creation.” –Xian, Ed.gov Blog
Other Ideas:
· Tapping into social media (MySpace, Facebook, Twitter, Text, Blog)
· Tapping into youth culture, including song
· Including students in school board meetings

· Having students write letters to state representatives
· Incorporating education reform into class curriculum

· Student Questionnaires 

