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METHODS

WHO CONDUCTED THE SURVEY?


•
The Smithtown Prevention Planning Team and the Smithtown Public Schools, in collaboration with Experienced Research, Inc.

HOW AND WHEN WAS THE SURVEY CONDUCTED?


•
The survey was administered as a questionnaire in the Spring of 2000 to all students in the Smithtown public high schools.  

WHO RESPONDED?


•
The total number of selected high school respondents was 1,658.


•
The number of respondents in each grade is as follows:  9th grade = 446, 10th grade = 447, 11th grade = 413, and 12th grade = 346 (missing=6).


•
There were 827 male and 825 female respondents (missing=6).

WHAT DID THE SURVEY ASK ABOUT?


•
Background characteristics such as gender, age, and grade level.


•
Student use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.


•
Other issues related to student health such as violence and safety, vehicle-related risk behavior, stress, dietary behavior, suicide, and sexual behavior.

CAVEATS

VALIDITY


•
Research indicates that student responses to such surveys are reasonably accurate provided that the survey is voluntary and confidential.  The Smithtown survey met these conditions.


•
Questionnaires were reviewed to identify frivolous responses; such cases were removed.


•
The survey is based largely upon the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Youth Risk Behavior Survey, a standardized and reliable instrument.

NON-RESPONDENTS


•
Results can be generalized only to students who were present when the survey was administered and may not reflect responses from youth who were truant or dropped out of school.

TRENDS


•
Because this is the second administration of the Smithtown Youth Risk Behavior Survey, trend comparisons can be made to results from the 1995 survey.  

COMPARATIVE DATA


•
Limited comparisons can be made to statewide data using the most recent available state YRBS data (Spring 1999).

WHO HAS THE PROBLEM?


•
Although the survey was administered to students in school, the risky behaviors addressed are not confined solely to youth.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?


•
These are community issues that require the attention of all community members and organizations, not merely the schools.
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and
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EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART

•
Fifty-one percent (51%) of Smithtown high school students reported using alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to the survey, while 20% reported using cigarettes, and 26% reported using marijuana.

NOTES

•
Current use is any use in the 30 days prior to the survey.

•
GENDER:  While current use of cigarettes, cocaine, and other drugs was virtually the same for males and females, a greater percentage of male students reported current use of alcohol (53% males vs. 48% females), cigars (13% vs. 3%), and marijuana (31% vs. 22%).

EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART

•
Thirty-five percent (35%) of Smithtown 9th graders reported using alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to the survey, compared to 47% of 10th graders, 59% of 11th graders, and 66% of 12th graders.

•
Thirty-five percent (35%) of Smithtown 9th graders reported using alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to the survey, compared to 12% who used cigarettes, 6% cigars, 14% marijuana, 1% cocaine, and 2% other drugs.

NOTES

•
Current use is any use in the 30 days prior to the survey.
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** Statewide data from the state Youth Risk Behavior Survey, conducted by the state Department of Education in Spring, 2000.
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EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART

•
Fifty-one percent (51%) of Smithtown high school students reported using alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to the survey, compared to 54% of statewide high school students.  Statewide data from the 2000 Statewide Youth Risk Behavior Survey
NOTES

•
Current use is any use in the 30 days prior to the survey.

[image: image4.wmf]Current* Substance Use for

Smithtown High School Students (2000)

51%

20%

8%

26%

1%

4%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Alcohol

Cigarettes

Cigars

Marijuana

Cocaine

Other Drugs

*  

Current

 use is any use in the 30 days prior to the survey.



EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART

•
Fifty-two percent (52%) of Smithtown high school students reported using alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to the survey in 1995 compared to 51% in 2000.

NOTES

•
Current use is any use in the 30 days prior to the survey.

Vehicle-

Related

Risk

Behavior

EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART
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•
Twenty-one percent (21%) of Smithtown high school students reported that they rode with a driver who had been using alcohol in the 30 days prior to the survey, while 22% reported riding with a driver who had been using marijuana.

NOTES

•
GENDER:  Overall, there were no differences in the proportion of Smithtown males and females who reported riding with a driver who had been drinking (21% males, 22% females) or using marijuana (23% males, 22% females).

•
GRADE:  The percentage of students who reported riding with both a driver who had been drinking (13% of 9th graders, 36% of 12th graders) and a driver who had been using marijuana (7% of 9th graders, 40% of 12th graders) increased with age/grade.

•
STATEWIDE COMPARISON:  Smithtown students (21%) were much less likely than Statewide students (33%) to report riding with a drinking driver in the 30 days prior to the survey.  The Statewide survey did not ask about riding with a driver who had been using marijuana.  Statewide data from the 2000 Statewide Youth Risk Behavior Survey

•
TRENDS:  The percentage of Smithtown high school students who reported riding with a drinking driver showed little change from 1995 (19%) to 2000 (21%).  The same was true for riding with a driver who had been using marijuana (20% vs. 22%).
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EXAMPLE OF HOW TO READ THE CHART

•
Six percent (6%) of all Smithtown high school students reported driving after drinking in the 30 days prior to the survey, compared to 7% of all students who drove after using marijuana.

NOTES

•
GENDER:  A larger percentage of male than female students reported driving after using alcohol

(7% vs. 5%) and driving after using marijuana (9% vs. 5%).

•
GRADE:  The percentage of students who reported driving after drinking and after using marijuana increased with age/grade.

•
STATEWIDE COMPARISON: Smithtown students were less likely than Massachusetts students to report driving after drinking in the 30 days prior to the survey (6% Smithtown, 14% Statewide).  The Statewide survey did not ask about driving after using marijuana.  Statewide data from the 2000 Statewide Youth Risk Behavior Survey
•
TRENDS:  The percentage of Smithtown high school students who reported both driving after drinking and after using marijuana showed little change from 1995 to 2000 (alcohol – 5% vs. 6%, marijuana – 6% vs. 7%).
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** Statewide data from the state Youth Risk Behavior Survey, conducted by the state Department of Education in Spring, 2000.
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