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March 9, 2009

Zollie Stevenson, Jr., Ph.D., Director
Student Achievement and School Accountability
United States Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue SW

Washington, DC  20202

Dear Dr. Stevenson:
The Indiana Department of Education requests approval to make two amendments to its NCLB Accountability Workbook.

Schools and Districts That Did Not Make AYP Based Solely on the Students with Disabilities Subgroup Scores – The Indiana Department of Education requests approval to amend its Accountability Workbook to implement Transition Option #1 announced in your letter to Chief State School Officers of December 5, 2008, with regard to adequate yearly progress (AYP) decisions for ISTEP tests administered in the 2008-2009 school year.

Under this option, Indiana proposes to take advantage of the transition flexibility authorized by 34 C.F.R. § 200.20(g) to make a mathematical adjustment to the proficiency rate for the students with disabilities subgroup in schools or districts that failed to make AYP based solely on the scores of students in that subgroup. Indiana will calculate a proxy to determine the percentage of students with disabilities that is equivalent to 2.0 percent of all students assessed. For the 2008-09 school year, this proxy will then be added to the percentage of students with disabilities who are proficient. For any school or district that did not make AYP solely due to its students with disabilities subgroup, Indiana will use this adjusted percentage proficient to re-examine whether the school or district made AYP for the 2008-09 school year.

As part of this request, the Indiana Department of Education makes the following assurances:

1. Indiana meets eligibility requirements:

a. Over 95% of students with disabilities participated in required statewide assessment;

b. Indiana complies with IDEA;
c. Indiana offers appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities, as listed and discussed in Indiana’s ISTEP+ Program Manual; and

d. Indiana has taken actions to raise achievement for students with disabilities, and there is evidence that such efforts are improving student achievement, as described in Attachment A.
2. Indiana’s assessment system is fully approved.

3. Indiana has made substantial progress toward development and implementation an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards (AA·MAAS), as described in Attachment B.

4. Indiana has a timeline that delineate steps toward completion and implementation of an AA·MAAS, also as described in Attachment B.

AYP Determinations During Transition to New Assessments – The Indiana Department of Education also requests permission to amend its NCLB Accountability Workbook to provide a method to make 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 AYP determinations during the transition from fall testing in Grades 3 – 8 and 10 to spring testing in Grades 3 – 8 and end of course assessments in high school. 

Indiana’s Graduation Qualifying Examination was administered to Grade 10 students in fall 2008.  Results from this test will be used to make AYP determinations for high schools and determine school improvement status for the 2009-10 school year. End of course assessments will be operational in the 2009-2010 school year and will be used to determine school improvement status for the 2010-2011 school year.

Indiana’s ISTEP+ tests were administered in Grades 3 – 8 in fall 2008 and spring 2009. The results from the fall 2008 tests will be used to make AYP determinations for elementary and middle schools and determine school improvement status for the 2009-2010 school year. Spring 2010 ISTEP+ test results will be used to determine school improvement status for the 2010-2011 school year.  

School Corporation AYP – Indiana will use graduation rate as the other indicator in determining school corporation AYP.

Other Amendments – Concerning the remaining provisions of your December 5, 2008, letter, we do not believe that other substantive amendments are required. We believe Indiana’s accountability workbook complies with current law and regulations and accurately reflects current practice in our state’s assessment and accountability systems. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

[Signed]
Dr. Tony Bennett
Superintendent of

  Public Instruction

cc: 
Patrick Rooney

Meredith Farace

Attachment A

Indiana’s Request to Amend NCLB Accountability Workbook

March 9, 2009

Through the Center for Exceptional Learners or CEL, the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) has provided ongoing training for the past five fiscal years for teachers and administrators working with students with disabilities. These training activities, spearheaded by the ICAN/ISTAR grant, have focused on our state academic standards and how to ensure our students with disabilities have full access to the standards. During this past grant cycle (FFY 2007) an average of 434 educators and administrators were trained each quarter. This current fiscal year (FFY 2008) brought an additional tool for electronic case conference committee procedures and individualized education program (IEP) development called ISTART7. Because of this addition, more schools have decided to become a partner site for the ICAN project.  

As of December 2008, over 90% of the LEAs in Indiana have at least one school building that has moved to the ISTART7 software. Training events have continued to collaborate and align with activities from the smartDESKTOP
 project to more fully address the needs of all educators who have students with disabilities in their classrooms.
Indiana is making steady progress in narrowing the achievement gap for all of our exceptional learners. One measure of this is the proficiency rate for our students with disabilities in our state-mandated assessment system (ISTEP+ and ISTAR). State assessment data trends analyzed by the IDOE account for the following progress being made by our students with disabilities. 

Proficiency rate for Students with Disabilities

	Test Year
	English/Language Arts
	Mathematics

	2004
	33.9
	41.1

	2005
	33.9
	42.8

	2006
	35.5
	44.6

	2007
	36.6
	46.0

	2008
	37.9
	47.4


Attachment B

Indiana’s Request to Amend NCLB Accountability Workbook

March 9, 2009
In conjunction with The Center for Assessment and Intervention Research at Vanderbilt University, Indiana is the recipient of an IDEA General Supervision Enhancement Grant (USDEO CFDA 84.373X). Indiana benefits through this three-year partnership in terms of expertise, research efforts, and funding for the development and implementation of a modified alternate assessment. The tables below illustrate the progress that Indiana has made to-date and provide an overview of the work that remains.

	2006-2007 School Year:  Timeline for Alternate Assessment Based on Modified Academic Achievement Standards

	Date
	Activity
	Status

	March 2007
	Indiana joins with Vanderbilt University:  Consortium for Alternate Assessment Validity and Experimental Studies (CAAVES; www.vanderbilt/lsi/caaves) Project
	· Data from research released in April 2008

· Used to guide work on Accommodations revision and 2% work

	May 2007
	Establish Advisory Group 

(coordinated by Director of Student Assessment, Indiana Department of Education)
	· Advisory Group meets quarterly to discuss activities of work groups and to provide feedback and guidance

· 2007-2008 meeting dates:

September 6

November 1

February 8

May 1



	June 2007
	Convene Advisory Group and establish work groups in four areas:

1) accommodations

2) criteria

3) English/language arts 

4) Mathematics


	· Work Group Leaders appointed

· Work groups begin

their tasks 



	July 2007 
	Accommodations Work Group begins
	· Work concluded in February 2008

· Revision to accommodations Drafted

· Awaiting approval for use



	August 2007
	Indiana joins with Vanderbilt University in the Consortium for Modified Alternate Assessment Development and Implementation (CMAADI) Project
	· Work continues / research team provided input on 2% work


	August 2007
	Criteria Work Group begins
	· Create draft criteria to identify students who will be served by the Modified Alternate Assessment 

· Meeting dates: August 23 and  October 9, 2007

· Work approved by Advisory Group, February 2008

· Criteria approved by State Board of Education, May 2008


	2007-2008 School Year:  Timeline for Alternate Assessment Based on Modified Academic Achievement Standards

	Date
	Activity

	October 2007
	Math Work Group begins
	· Educators meet to create Math item specifications for the Modified Alternate Assessment 

· Educators receive item modification training
· Meeting dates for 2007:  October 9, 29 & 30, November 27, December 11

· Meeting dates for 2008: February 12, April 16, June 18, October 14 & 15 and November 17

· Work concluded, ready for pilot of items

	October 2007
	English/Language Arts Work Group begins
	· Educators meet to create ELA item specifications for the Modified Alternate Assessment 

· Educators receive item modification training
· Meeting dates for 2007: October 11, 30 & 31, November 2 & 28

· Meeting dates for 2008:  February 13, March 18, April 22, May 28, June 10 & 11, October 20 & 21, and November 17 & 25

· Work concluded, ready for pilot of items

	November 2007
	Advisory Group Meeting
	· Reviews work from four Work Groups, provides input

	February 2008
	Meeting with outside researchers 
	· School sites for CAAVES study selected:  Urban, suburban and rural

· CMAADI researchers meet with Indiana DOE to review work groups’ work and prepare next steps
· 

	February 2008
	Advisory Group Meeting
	· Approves work from Criteria Work Group

· Reviews work from three remaining Work Groups, provides input

	March 2008
	CAAVES Work in Indiana concludes
	· Rough data for Indiana students who participated in the CAAVES study submitted to Vanderbilt University

	May 2008
	State Board of Education Meeting
	· Approves revised criteria for participation in ISTAR. Two criteria:  Independent Functioning and Academic Competence
· Directors provided copies of new criteria via Directors List Serve

	June 2008
	Meeting with outside researchers
	· CMAADI work begins on standards-based IEPs
· Reinforce expectation of standards-based IEP goals with Directors of Special Education

	July 2008
	Science and Social Studies work
	· Work groups formed for the AA-MAAS and AA-AAS 
· Teams model work accomplished thus far for Math and English/Language Arts


	2008-2009 School Year:  Timeline for Alternate Assessment Based on Modified Academic Achievement Standards

	Date
	Activity
	Status

	August 2008
	Pilot participation criteria for ISTAR
	· Teachers were permitted to unilaterally choose between Independent Functioning and Academic Competence


	September 2008
	State Board of Education Meeting
	· Update on the work toward the AA-MAAS

	October 2008
	State Board of Education Meeting
	· Approval of Criteria for Participation in the AA-MAAS

	October 2008
	Work Groups for AA-MAAS
	· Science and Social Studies work is reviewed

· English/Language Arts and Math work continues

· Teachers and Directors of Special Education begin convening CCC meetings to determine Criteria for Participation in state assessment

· CMADDI team reviews work thus far

	November 2008
	Work Groups for AA-MAAS
	· Science and Social Studies work continues

· English/Language Arts work concludes

· Math work concludes

· DRAFT document prepared for Effective IEP Goal Processes

	December 2008
	Work Continues for establishment of an AA-MAAS
	· Initial discussions for implementation of AA-MAAS (cost discussion)
· ICASE prepares for topical session on Effective IEP Goal Processes

	Spring 2009
	Implement participation criteria with IEP teams
Establish test blueprint for English/Language Arts and Mathematics
Select items for pilot test for Math and E/LA

Conclude work for Science and Social Studies


	· Initial phase has begun



	Summer 2009
	Establish test blueprint for Science and Social Studies

Select Items for pilot test for Science and Social Studies
	


	2009-2010 School Year:  Timeline for Alternate Assessment Based on Modified Academic Achievement Standards

	Date
	Activity
	Status

	Fall 2009
	Administer pilot test for Math, English/Language Arts, Science and Social Studies

Reformat ISTAR Assessment

Reestablish Cut Scores for ISTAR Assessment

Submit Indiana Assessment System to U.S. Department of Education for Peer Review
	

	Spring 2010
	Implement Modified Alternate Assessment
	


� smartDESKTOP is a suite of web-based tools for teachers offering online resources in the areas of instruction, collaboration, curriculum development and student assessment. See �HYPERLINK "http://www.smartdesktop.org"�http://www.smartdesktop.org�.





