


has met the requirement for inclusion, the Department recommends that Alaska monitor and
improve the participation rates for various subgroups in all grade levels, and for all subgroups in
grade 10. The complete list of evidence needed to address these concerns is enclosed with this
letter. We have scheduled another peer review for states’ science assessments for March 23 - 27,
2009. All materials for review must be provided to the Department three weeks before the
scheduled peer review.

We look forward to working with Alaska to support a high-quality standards and assessment
system. If you would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Sharon Hall
(sharon.hall@ed.gov) or Abby Potts (abigail.potts@ed.gov).

Silzely,

Kerr1 L. Briggs, Ph.D.

Enclosure

ce: Governor Sarah Palin
Erik McCormick



SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT ALASKA MUST SUBMIT TO MEET
ESEA REQUIREMENTS FOR STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS

2.0 - ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS

e Evidence of science content experts and diverse stakeholder involvement in the
development of the academic achievement standards for the general assessment (the
standards-based assessments, or SBA) and alternate assessments based on alternate
academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). (2.6)

e Documentation that reports include the number and percent of the students with
disabilities assessed on alternate assessments based on alternate academic achievement
standards in science, and included in the general science assessments (with and without
appropriate accommodations). (2.3.2.c)

4.0 - TECHNICAL QUALITY

SBA
e A plan to address intended and unintended consequences of the SBA. (4.1.b)
e A plan for equating subsequent administrations of the SBA. (4.2.c)
e Evidence that the use of accommodations yields meaningful scores. (4.3.d)
e Evidence that the state monitors the availability and implementation of

accommodations for use during science assessments. (4.6.¢)
AA-AAAS
e Evidence of inter-rater consistency in scoring and a plan for maintaining consistency
of scores over time. (4.2.c)

7.0 — REPORTING

e Evidence that electronic transmissions of score data are secure. (7.4)

Note: The number next to each statement of required evidence refers to a critical element in the
“Peer Review Notes for Evidence of Science Assessments”.



