Federal Title I Monitoring

Webcast

April 29, 2004
Ray Simon

Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education at the 

United States Department of Education

Introduction - Ray Simon, Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education at the United States Department of Education

Hi. I’m Ray Simon, Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education at the United States Department of Education. The webcast today involves a topic that I know you are familiar with and that’s “monitoring.” First of all, don’t get concerned when you hear that the Department of Education, either your local department or the United States department, is coming to monitor. Sometimes, when I was superintendent, I would think of monitoring akin to an IRS visit. And again, I’d get real nervous. “Did I do things right? What are they coming to look for? Am I going to be found guilty of something? I tried to do my best.”

We want you to feel comfortable about the monitoring process so that when we do come to your state and local district, you are prepared, you know what to expect, and the programs, and the finances that are involved with Title I, Part A, can be best utilized to help our children. 

We’ve made some changes in our monitoring process as a result of “No Child Left Behind.” In order to better inform you of this new process, we have invited to join us today, not only Department of Education personnel from Washington, but also a representative of a state education agency and a local education agency, both of whom have been through our monitoring process. We want you to feel comfortable when the Department of Education comes to see you. Thank you for joining us today.
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