





August 1, 2003

Dear Chief State School Officer:

The purpose of this letter is to provide guidance on the September 1, 2003, Consolidated State Application submission. As was described in the Consolidated State Application Package that was distributed to States in May 2002, States' submissions of their Consolidated Applications have been divided into multiple submissions and information requests. 

In this September 1, 2003, Consolidated State Application submission, States are to provide baseline data and performance targets for four of the ESEA goals and related indicators.  These include:


Goal 2: All limited English proficient students will become proficient in English and reach high academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading/language arts and mathematics.


Goal 3: By 2005-2006, all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.


Goal 4: All students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug free, and conducive to learning.


Goal 5: All students will graduate from high school.  

In the May 2002 Consolidated State Application Package, the requirements for Goal 5 stated, among other things, that graduation rates should be calculated in the same manner as used in the National Center for Education Statistics’ (NCES) reports on Common Core of Data.  (Indicator 5.1 reads: “The percentage of students who graduate from high school each year with a regular diploma - disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, migrant status, English proficiency, and status as economically disadvantaged-calculated in the same manner as used in National Center for Education Statistics reports on Common Core of Data.”)

However, section 200.19 of the Title I regulations, issued under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 on December 2, 2002, defines graduation rate to mean:


The percentage of students, measured from the beginning of the school year, who graduate from public high school with a regular diploma (not including a GED or any other diploma not fully aligned with the State’s academic standards) in the standard number of years; or,


Another more accurate definition developed by the State and approved by the Secretary in the State plan that more accurately measures the rate of students who graduate from high school with a regular diploma; and


Avoids counting a dropout as a transfer.

The Secretary approved your State’s use of this definition as part of your State’s Title I accountability plan. To reduce burden, provide flexibility, and promote more consistent data collection by the Department, we ask that the information you submit in your State’s September 1, 2003, consolidated State application reflect this Title I definition rather than the definition used in the NCES Common Core of Data.  We believe that the use of one consistent definition of the term “graduation rate” will simplify this aspect of your efforts to meet the challenges of ensuring that no child is left behind.  

The Department has developed a workbook format to facilitate States' preparation and submission of their September 1, 2003, Consolidated Application submissions.  States may use this format or another format of their choosing provided that all required information is provided in a clear and concise manner.  

If you have any questions about this September 1, 2003, submission, please do not hesitate to call or email Celia Sims at 202-260-7758 / celia.sims@ed.gov or Sylvia Wright at 202-260-3778 / sylvia.wright@ed.gov.   

Sincerely,

/rt/

Ronald J. Tomalis

Acting Assistant Secretary

