Attachment A


Massachusetts

Recognized Rigorous Secondary School Programs of Study

If otherwise eligible, all students, including private school students, home-schooled students, students enrolled in Department of Defense Overseas Schools, and Bureau of Indian Affairs students may qualify for an ACG under the rigorous secondary school program of study options pre-recognized by the Secretary.  These options include a set of courses similar to the State Scholars Initiative and the Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test scores as detailed below.  

The eligibility options for a student graduating from secondary school in Massachusetts from January 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009 are:

●   MassCore.  This program includes the following:
· Four years of English; 

· Four years of math, including the completion of Algebra II or completion of the Integrated Math equivalent. All students are recommended to take a math course during their senior year;

· Three years of lab science;

· Three years of history, including US History and World History;

· Two years of the same foreign language; and

· One year of the Arts.

· The Koplich Certificate of Mastery with Distinction.   In 2006 the Board of Education amended regulations that changed the name of the Koplik Certificate of Mastery to the Koplik Certificate of Mastery with Distinction for students in the class of 2009 and beyond. The criteria for earning this certificate were not changed. These criteria are as follows:

· Meeting the initial qualification by scoring in the Advanced and Advanced or the Advanced and Proficient categories on the grade 10 MCAS assessments in mathematics and English language arts;

· Meeting the second qualification by passing two additional standardized tests or passing one standardized test and providing documentation of another high academic achievement. A student may pass either two Advanced Placement (AP) exams with a score of 3 or above, two SAT Subject Tests, or one of each. Note that either an academic achievement or a college course in which the student earned a "B" or better can be substituted for one of the two required standardized tests.

· Massachusetts Scholars. This program, part of the national State Scholars Initiative and patterned after the recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education, requires at least:

· Four years of English; 

· Three years of math (including Algebra I, Algebra II and geometry); 

· Three years of lab science (biology, chemistry, physics);

· Three-and-one-half years of social studies; and 

· Two years of a language other than English.

· A set of courses similar to the State Scholars Initiative.  This program of study requires passing grades in the following: 

· Four years of English; 

· Three years of math (including Algebra I and a higher level course such as Algebra II, geometry, or data analysis and statistics);

· Three years of science, including one year each of at least two of the following courses:  biology, chemistry, and physics;

· Three years of social studies; and 

· One year of a language other than English.  

· Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test scores.  This program requires a minimum of two Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses in high school and a minimum passing score on the exams for those classes.  Students must score 3 or higher on AP exams and 4 or higher on IB exams.  

· Massachusetts Board of Higher Education Admissions Criteria.  This program requires: 

· Four credits of English; 

· Three credits of math (Algebra I and II and geometry or trigonometry, or comparable coursework);

· Three credits of science (including 2 lab sciences);

· Two credits of social studies (including 1 course in U.S. History); and

· Two years of foreign language (2 years in the same language).

