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Preparing America’s Future High School Initiative 

[image: image2.wmf] 

Regional High School Summits


Archived Information
In October 2003, Secretary of Education Rod Paige launched the Preparing America’s Future High School Initiative (PAF-HSI). This initiative is designed to support leaders at the state and local levels in creating educational opportunities that will fully prepare American youth for success in further education and training, as participants in a highly skilled U.S. workforce, and as productive and responsible citizens.  

The three goals of Preparing America’s Future are to:

· Equip state and local education leaders with current knowledge about high schools through special forums, print and electronic materials, and targeted technical assistance;


· Develop the expertise and structures within the Department of Education to provide coordinated support and outreach toward helping state and local education systems improve high schools and youth outcomes; and

· Facilitate a national dialogue to raise awareness about the need for significant reform in American high schools.
A critical component of this initiative will be a series of seven regional high school summits to help state teams work through and create short- and long-term plans for strengthening outcomes for youth, improving high schools and meeting the vision of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Each State’s Chief State School Officer, working with the Governor, will choose a team to attend the regional summit.

Regional summits are scheduled in 2004 as follows:

1.  March 12-13.  Site:  Billings, Montana.  State teams from Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.

2. March 26-27.  Site:  Atlanta, Georgia.  State teams from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.

3.  April 16-17.  Site:  Phoenix, Arizona.  State teams from Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, and Utah.

4.  April 23-24.  Site:  St. Louis, Missouri.  State teams from Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin.

5.  May 7 - 8. Site:  San Diego, California.  State teams from Alaska, California, Hawaii, Minnesota, Oregon, and Washington. 

6.  May 14-15.  Site: Cleveland, Ohio.  State teams from Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.

7.  May 21-22. Site: Boston, Massachusetts.  State teams from Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and DOD schools.

# # #

Contacts: 


Ginger DeMint, Ginger.DeMint@ed.gov, Peggie Klekotka, Peggie.Klekotka@ed.gov
U.S. Department of Education, More information at www.ed.gov/highschool
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