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The mission of AVID (www.avidonline.org) is designed to increase school-wide learning and performance and to ensure that all students, especially the least served students in the middle capable of completing a college preparatory path:

* will succeed in rigorous curriculum,

* will enter mainstream activities of the school,

* will increase their enrollment in four-year colleges, and

* will become educated and responsible participants and leaders in a democratic society. 

AVID recruits students for an academic elective class taught within the school day by a trained AVID teacher.  Students take the AVID elective every year until graduation, some beginning as early as sixth or seventh grade.

Background – The AVID Philosophy

AVID is not a program; it is a support system for students built upon the philosophy that "effort creates ability."  The AVID acronym stands for “Advancement Via Individual Determination” and is derived from the Latin root “avidus” meaning "eager for knowledge."  Its foundation is a strong set of curriculum and teaching strategies based on best practices, systemic professional development, and a certification process and support network that ensures quality AVID classes for all AVID students.  Sites that choose to implement AVID commit to providing professional training for staff, placing the AVID elective within the school day, instituting a site team of teachers, counselors and administrators that works on issues of equity and access, and supporting voluntary participation of students.

The AVID Elective and Curriculum

The AVID academic elective has at its core a curriculum of essential instructional methodologies for students in grades six through twelve. The goal of the elective is to help under-represented students enroll in a four-year college and complete a college degree. The AVID Essentials include the WIC-R instructional strategies—Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration & Reading—and a framework of support structures that motivate, model, and sustain participation in rigorous academic curricula. WIC-R methodologies develop academic skills, while AVID support structures enable students to become competitive in the college application process. Although the AVID academic elective recruits students who meet a specific profile, the instructional strategies benefit students schoolwide. Curriculum and staff development are available to assist with WIC-R best practices in all content areas.

Some of the schoolwide critical elements that AVID can help build include:

• creation of a school culture of teamwork and raised expectations for middle range students through vertical teams

• introduction of a cost effective and successful tutorial model that works within the school day

• development of a college-going culture that ensures equity and access to all students

• systemic professional development—ongoing training for AVID coordinators and regional directors, and the weeklong Summer Institutes for all levels of professional and tutorial staff

• the infrastructure of support from the AVID regional directors and the AVID Center

• annual data collection that is used to document successes and determine areas needing improvement

Results and Statistics from the Data Collection

What differentiates AVID from other educational reform programs is its incredible success rate.  Since 1990 nearly 30,000 AVID students have graduated from high school and gone on to college. Ninety-five percent (95%) of AVID students reported enrolling in college, 77.1% in four-year institutions and 17.2% in community colleges. This is a four-year college going rate three times higher than the California state average (CREATE, 1999). The national average for four-year college enrollment is 35%.  Latino AVID graduates are going on to four-year colleges at almost two times the national average, and the program’s African-American graduates are going on to four-year colleges at one and a half times the national average. After two years, 89% of the AVID students in one four-year university were still enrolled and on track for graduation; this retention rate is far higher than the college average. (Mehan, 1996.)

Please see “News” and “Research” in the MEDIA menu (between eSTORE and CONTACT US on the menu bar) at the AVID website (www.avidonline.org) for more information about AVID research and data.

Contact AVID Center: www.avidonline.org
West of the Mississippi and

International:

AVID Center
5120 Shoreham Place #120

San Diego, CA  92122

Phone: (858) 623-2843

Fax: (858) 623-2822


East of the Mississippi and

DoDDS:

AVID Center - Eastern Division
2300 Henderson Mill Rd. #330

Atlanta, GA  30345

Phone: (770) 493-9155

Fax: (770) 493-9029







Prepared for the U.S. Department of Education, High School Leadership Summit,

October 8, 2003

