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1. Strategic Reading (S.R.) is an instructional framework designed to provide ninth graders who read at least two levels below grade expectancy with a balance of literacy activities within an extended block of time.  S.R. enables challenged readers and writers to construct, examine and extend meaning from print in an environment that is motivating and supportive.  S.R. teachers enable students to regularly apply comprehension strategies by explicitly modeling and providing daily opportunities for guided practice.  Students are motivated by the provision of a climate in which they can explore reading and writing using materials that are written close to or at their independent and instructional levels.  This type of student-centered instruction consequently provides challenged freshman with a double dose of literacy instruction, prior to the 2nd semester-required English I.  To ensure that students are progressing during the S.R. course, teachers provide on-going assessment, including the promotion of goal setting, self-assessment  and the development of student interests.  On a daily basis S.R. students are encouraged to make personal choices related to reading and writing.

2. Strategic Reading students and teachers are compelled to explore reading and 

            writing opportunities, daily, from different perspectives, and for multiple    

            purposes.  S.R. students are expected to apply comprehension strategies that have 

            been modeled, explicitly, by teachers and used regularly during extensive guided 

            practice.  As students work during whole class, small group, paired and 

            independent activities, S.R. teachers assess via observation, discussion and 

            through the provision of immediate feedback.  This supportive climate enables the 

            most challenged students to feel comfortable enough to explore, and actually read 

            material that is relevant and meaningful to them.  During the independent 

            reading/learning center component (20 minutes daily) S.R. teachers and their 

            instructional coaches work with individuals and small groups to conduct reading 

            inventories, discuss student progress and inquire about student interests.  Students 

            are aware that teachers expect them to be accountable for reflecting and 

            responding.  

3. Strategic Reading teachers utilize 4 core strategies-
1. Previewing and planning

2. Problem-solving

3. Monitoring for meaning

4. Reviewing and summarizing to frame and to provide an approach to reading for students who have had successful experiences with comprehending. 

            These strategies are carried over to content classes, when subject-area teachers   

            are given opportunities to participate in on-going professional development.     

            Specific content courses require special approaches to the questioning process and 

            discourse, however, basic approaches to reading and writing can be coordinated 

            with the subject-area activities to support the application of strategies learned in 

             S.R. courses.  Instructional coaches follow students to content classes to assist 

            with the promotion of student application.  The consideration of three important 

            elements- motivation, text structure and climate enable content teachers to 

            build upon the knowledge that S.R. students bring to their classes.      
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