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April 9, 2003

Dear State CTE Director:

On behalf of Assistant Secretary Carol D’Amico, I am pleased to offer an exciting opportunity for five state teams to work with the Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE) on the Performance Measurement Initiative (PMI).  This initiative, being conducted by the Academy for Educational Development (AED), in collaboration with MPR Associates, Inc. and Johns Hopkins University, will explore the feasibility of various approaches to building a new performance accountability system.  This accountability system will cover both secondary and postsecondary education, including career and technical education programs.  A description of the initiative is attached.    

State teams will be selected through a competitive application process.  Teams must include representatives of secondary, postsecondary and career and technical education at both state and local levels.  Teams will receive on-site technical assistance to test performance indicators and measures, design data collection strategies, and identify effective ways to use data for program management and improvement.  They will be expected to convene two in-state meetings and attend up to two national forums in Washington, DC.  To help support participation in the PMI activities each state will receive $50,000.   In addition, AED will cover the costs of eight team members attending up to two national forums in Washington, D.C.

Attached please find the application for state participation, along with the criteria that will be used to select five states.  If you have questions about the application or the project, please contact Robin White at AED (202/884-8254 or rwhite@aed.org) or Elliott Medrich at MPR Associates (510/849-4942 or emedrich@mprinc.com).

I encourage you to respond to this opportunity and, in so doing, contribute to efforts that will shape future federal education data collection policy.  OVAE and the AED team look forward to working with you and your colleagues on this very important project.

Sincerely, 

Richard T. La Pointe

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

