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Fig. 4—’Effects’ of Graduation Requirements on 8th to 12th Grade Test Score Gains by GPA in 8th Grade

Percent of a 

Grade Level Equivalent

Source: Analysis of NELS:88 data--controls for attitudes, socio-economic status, GPA & test scores in 8th grade, state & high school characteristics.

**

**

***

***

**













0%


10%


20%


30%


40%


50%


State Total Course


Grad. Req. is 4 higher


 Academic Course


Grad. Req. is 4 Higher


State Minimum


Competency Exams


End-of-Course Exam-


- New York State


C-


student


B/B-


student


A


student





_1078917609.ppt


Fig. 1--”Effects” of State Minimum Competency Exams and 

End-of-Course Exams on 8th Graders 

Attending College 6 years later in 1993/94

Source: Analysis of NELS:88 data--controls for socio-economic status, GPA & test scores in 8th grade, high school characteristics and state tuition levels and economic conditions.
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Figure 2--Annual Earnings of Workers in 1993 by 

 8th grade GPA & State Minimum Competency Exam 

Source: Analysis of NELS:88 data--controls for college attendance, high school completion, socio-economic status, GPA & test scores in 8th grade, state & high school characteristics.
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Figure 5-- Probability of Not Getting a Diploma or GED

 by 8th grade GPA & State Minimum Competency Exam

Source: Analysis of NELS:88 data--controls for attitudes, socio-economic status, GPA & test scores in 8th grade, state & high school characteristics.
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Figure 3--Effects of Standards-Based Reform Initiatives on NAEP 8th Grade Test Scores

Percent of a 

Grade Level Equivalent

Source: Analysis of 1996 & 1998 state NAEP data.  Controls included for parent’s education, poverty, % Black, % Hispanic or Native American and %foreign born.  Education Commission of the States was the source of information on state policies 

***

**

+

+

*













0%


10%


20%


30%


40%


50%


60%


70%


Test Score Stakes


for Schools 


Minimum Comp.


Exams


End-of-Course


Exams--NY & NC


Reading


Mathematics


Science





_1078917555.ppt


Figure 6--’Effects’ of State Policies on 

Public High School Completion Rates in 1998

Percentage Point Increase 

Analysis of ratio of diplomas awarded in 1998 by public schools to 8th graders 5 years earlier adjusted for enrollment growth by Jay Greene (mean=74%).  Controls included for parent’s education, poverty, % Black, % Hispanic or Native American and % foreign born.  Education Commission of the States provided information on state policies. 
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Fig. 7--’Effects’ of State Policies on the Percent of 17 year olds Getting a High School Diploma: 1997-99

Percentage Point Increase 

Analysis of ratio of regular diplomas awarded to population that is 17 years old (mean=70%).  Controls included for parent’s education, poverty, % Black, % Hispanic or Native American and % foreign born.  
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