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Slide 3:  State Wide Reform Efforts

· High School Task Force

· Comprehensive School Reform

· High Schools That Work

· School Improvement

· Georgia Performance Standards

· High School Assessments
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High School Task Force

· Goal 1:  Significantly improve Georgia’s SAT scores.

· Goal 2:  Ensure that every Georgia high school will offer at least two Advanced Placement (AP)  courses.

· Goal 3:  Decrease the drop out rates substantially.

· Goal 4:  Increase the number of students graduating with technical or two-year certification.
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Dual and Joint Enrollment Options

· This program allows eligible enrolled high school students to earn postsecondary and Carnegie Unit credit while jointly enrolled at a high school and a college, university or technical institution in the state of Georgia. 

· The program is funded by the Georgia Lottery.
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Dual Diploma Program

· Students in Georgia can receive a combined diploma with both College Prep and Technology/Career Prep seal by completing the requirements for both areas.

· The Technology/Career Prep seal requires the student to receive 4 units of Technology Career/Prep Units, 3 of which must be concentrated in one occupational area.
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Comprehensive School Reform

· The Comprehensive School Reform (CSR) program is designed to increase student achievement by assisting public schools with implementing comprehensive reforms that are grounded in scientifically based research and effective practices. 

· All schools in the state may apply for this  competitive federally funded grant.

· Schools select the their own reform model.

· Since 2000, twenty-five high schools in Georgia have been awarded the Comprehensive School Reform Grant.

· This year priority for grants will be given to high schools and middle schools.
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High Schools That Work

· School reform model designed to assist high schools in improving the academic/ technical performance and post-high school placement of secondary students.

· Focuses on academic achievement and high school completion rates.

· Over 160 Georgia High Schools participate in the program.
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School Improvement Program

· Provides a state-wide system of support and 


process for improvement for local education 


agencies and schools in Georgia, with intensive


support for schools not making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

· A High School Improvement Specialist is on staff to coordinate high school improvement statewide.

· A High School Reform conference, focusing on reform models, is scheduled for early Spring.
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School Improvement Services

· Collaborative Implementation

      Develop an online resource guide of research-based programs and strategies and provide technical assistance for implementation.

· Professional Learning


Coordinate programs to build school capacity and guide implementation of national professional development standards.

· Quality Assurance


Disaggregate/analyze outcomes and policies, report impact on student achievement, and provide guidelines for program evaluation.

· Leader Quality

Provide focused leadership training and development to support the Georgia Performance Standards implementation.
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Georgia Performance Standards

Components of a Performance Standard

· Content Standards and Elements

· Tasks

· Sample Student Work

· Commentary on Sample Student Work
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Georgia Performance Standards

· Define how good is good enough

· Help bring all students to high   levels of performance; rigorous

· Provide clear expectations for assessment, instruction and student work
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High School Assessments

End-Of-Course Tests (EOCT)

8 Core Courses

Algebra I, Geometry, U.S. History, Economics/Business,

Biology, Physical Science, 9th Grade Lit./Comp., American Lit./Comp.

· Final Examination That Counts as 15% of Final Course Grade 

· Local Scanning/Scoring

· On-line Administration

· Item-banking System

· Rapid Scoring and Reporting
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High School Assessments

· Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT)

· Writing

· English/Language Arts

· Mathematics

· Social Studies

· Science

Slide 15:

Best Practices in High School Improvement

· Raise expectations.

· Provide extra help and support to get students off to a successful start in 9th grade.

· Develop a guidance and advisement system.

· Connect the classroom to real life through quality career/technical studies.

· Southern Regional Education Board
