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COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL INITIATIVES
1. The State focus is to develop a K-16 seamless education system.  The transition from secondary school to higher education potentially involves policy decisions through state level discussions followed by official action; i.e. Colorado Commission of Higher Education admission and placement policies.  

2. The Colorado Commission for High School Improvement is seeking solutions—in a nonpartisan way—by exploring and recommending approaches that support student success in high school.  The commission includes leaders from across the state and from many perspectives:  state and local policy makers, education leaders from kindergarten through grade 12, and higher education, business leaders, researchers, advocates, federal officials and parents.

3. Colorado’s Accreditation Program provides a focus to advance secondary school reform.  On-site visits and conversations include, but are not limited to, the following information:

· What structures are in place in the secondary schools to provide faculty with the time for conversations about current research that improves student achievement?

· What process is in place to look at secondary schools achievement data to examine longitudinal student performance?

· What does the secondary school student performance data indicate relative to achievement in reading, writing, math, and science, as well as, other content areas not tested by CSAP?

· What are the secondary schools specific and measurable goals for improving graduation and attendance rates?

· Are the secondary schools changing instructional practice to align with the research related to high school learners?

· What programs are in place to assist all students to increase their knowledge and skills to make the transition to post secondary education and/or work/career options?

4.  Colorado Commission on Higher Education:  The pre-collegiate curriculum is a combination of courses, primarily in the areas of English, mathematics, natural sciences, and social sciences that students should plan to complete as preparation for entering on of Colorado’s public four-year colleges or universities.  Community colleges will continue to be open admissions; students enrolling in these institutions are not subject to this change in admissions standards.  Phase I begins with students who graduate in spring 2008; Phase II applies to graduates in spring 2010 and later.  
The specifics for each phase are as follows: 

Effective 2008 Phase I  (minimum units)                   Years           
English                                                                   4              

Mathematics (Algebra 1 and higher)                         3              

Natural Sciences (two units lab-based)                 3              

Social Sciences (1 unit of U.S. or world history)         3              

Academic Electives                                                2              
Effective 2010 Phase II  (minimum units)                Years
English                                                                4

Mathematics (Algebra 1 & higher)                            4

Natural Sciences (two units lab-based)                    3

Social Sciences (1 unit of U.S. or world history)      3

Foreign language (must be same language)           2
Academic Electives                                             2

5. Colorado Commission on Closing the Achievement Gap:  The Commission consists of the Governor, or his designee, and eight members, appointed as follows: Five members by the Governor; Three members appointed by the Commissioner of Education.  On or before December 1, 2004, the Commission shall provide its report, with comment from the Colorado State Board of Education, to the education committees of the Colorado Senate and House of Representatives.  On or before December 1, 2005, the Commission shall provide a written final report to the Colorado State Board of Education and the education committees of the Senate and House of Representatives.

· Non-Traditional Alliance groups include education and business professionals and other community groups.

· Colorado Achievement Gap Program (Technical Assistance and strategies for closing the achievement gaps between all student groups).

6. Colorado School District initiatives for secondary school restructuring:  Many  Colorado school districts are blazing the trail in high school reform.

· Mapleton Public Schools, a district north of Denver is transforming how it educates high school students, morphing its single large comprehensive high schools into five small schools with district missions.  There were community meetings to set a vision.  A partnership was developed with the Colorado Small Schools Initiative, a project of the nonprofit Colorado Children’s Campaign, which infused research and funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

· Denver Public Schools, under the leadership of the board of education and superintendent, formed a partnership with community and business leaders to establish a Commission for High School Reform.  Community focus groups are a key aspect of this initiative. 

