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United States Public Schools

Advanced Placement Program Participation & Performance

In the United States, the AP Program is growing steadily, with pronounced increases among low-income and minority students.  The introduction of the federal Advanced Placement Incentive Program in 1998 directly relates to the United States’ success in expanding access to AP. 

Overall Participation & Performance

1 Since 1998, the number of AP Exams taken by US public school students has grown by 756,020—an increase of 93%.

2 By way of contrast, the number of AP Exams taken by US public school students from 1992 to 1998 grew by 357,715—an increase of 79%.

3 Since 1998, the number of AP Exams receiving a grade of 3 or higher has grown by 427,553—an increase of 84%.

4 By way of contrast, the number of AP Exams receiving a grade of 3 or higher from 1992 to 1998 grew by 216,955—an increase of 75%.

Low-income Student Participation 

1 Since 1998, the number of AP Exams taken by low-income US public school students has grown by 117,781—an increase of 187%..

2 By way of contrast, the number of AP Exams taken by low-income US public school students from 1992 to 1998 grew by 34,775—an increase of 123%..

African-American Student Participation
1 Since 1998, the number of AP Exams taken by African-American US public school students has grown by 44,986—a 134% increase.

2 By way of contrast, the number of AP Exams taken by African-American US public school students from 1992 to 1998 grew by 16,009—an increase of 92%.

Latino Student Participation
3 Since 1998, the number of AP Exams taken by Latino US public school students has grown by 116,616—a 178% increase.
4 By way of contrast, the number of AP Exams taken by Latino US public school students from 1992 to 1998 grew by 36,981—a 129% increase.

A 1999 study by the U.S. Department of Education found that participation in rigorous, college-level courses such as AP courses was the best indicator of whether a student would successfully complete a bachelor’s degree.  The United States Public Schools deserve commendation for their commitment to helping students, particularly traditionally underserved minority and low-income students, prepare themselves for college success by taking AP courses and exams.
Why Is Access to AP Important?
· 45% of students who have taken one AP course and 61% of students who have taken two or more AP courses are completing their bachelor’s degrees in four years or less.
· Only 29% of students who enroll in colleges without having taken AP are completing their bachelor’s degrees on schedule.
1 60% of all recent high school graduates entering a community college last year needed to take at least one remedial course.
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Overall AP Participation and Performance
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Bar Chart showing United States Pubilc Schools Overall AP Participation and Performance in two categories: All Exams and 3 or Higher.

Legend:

Blue: 1992

Maroon: 1998

Yellow: 2004

All Exams:

1992: Number of AP Exams: 453,524

1998: Number of AP Exams: 811,239

2004: Number of AP Exams: 1,567,259

3 or Higher: 

1992: Number of AP Exams: 290,939

1998: Number of AP Exams: 507,897

2004: Number of AP Exams: 935,450
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AP Participation: Underserved Students
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Bar Chart showing United States Public Schools AP Partcipation: Undeserved Students in the following categories: Low-Income, African-American, Latino

Legend:

Light Blue: 1992

Purple: 1998

Pink: 2004

Low-Income:

1992: Number of AP Exams: 28,179

1998: Number of AP Exams: 62,954

2004: Number of AP Exams: 180,735

African-American:

1992: Number of AP Exams: 17,488

1998: Number of AP Exams: 33,497

2004: Number of AP Exams: 78,483

Latino:

1992: Number of AP Exams: 28,661

1998: Number of AP Exams: 65,642

2004: Number of AP Exams: 182,258

