[image: image1.jpg]/*STudent Achievement in Reading

Office of Vocational and Adult Education : Division of Adult Education and Literacy





The purpose of this Newsletter is to provide you with several important updates on STAR and keep you informed throughout your participation in this exciting pilot initiative.  We also will be hosting a conference call on January 4, 2006, at 2:30pm EST to answer any questions about this update.  At the end of the Newsletter you will find dial-in information for the conference call and an updated STAR Contact Information sheet.  

Project Updates










New National Technical Assistance Team (NTAT) Member

Chris Coro has joined the NTAT, representing the technical assistance and capacity building component of the project.  Chris will be leading the training team over the next six months as they provide ongoing state and local level technical assistance to STAR implementers.  Prior to joining the NTAT Chris provided technical support to Maine as their lead capacity trainer.  We know that Chris will bring a tremendous amount of experience and insight to the STAR project.  

STAR State Training Events

All six pilot states have completed Part 2 of the STAR Toolkit Training.  Part 2 built on the concept started in Part 1 that “instruction begins with assessment.”  The focus of Part 2 was on evidence-based instructional practices for alphabetics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension highlighted explicit instruction (modeling, scaffolding, guided practice, and application).  Participants also were introduced to the idea that differentiated instruction is an effective approach when teaching a classroom of students who have different strengths and needs in reading.

Parts 1 and 2 provided participants with the full scope of adult reading reform.  Participants then began planning possible changes needed in their programs and classrooms to support the evidence-based practices.

State and Local Site Plans

Members of the NTAT and the training team have been reviewing state and local implementation plans.  The plans from SD, CT & CA were reviewed on December 8th and the plans from ME, OH & IL will be reviewed on January 12th.  Each program administrator will be receiving a technical assistance phone call to provide targeted feedback on their plan, and discuss next steps.  The implementation plans will be updated one more time before the end of the pilot.  Technical Assistance Trainers will be in touch with each state and each local program.  These individual calls will be scheduled in the next several weeks.

Ongoing Technical Assistance

Throughout the remainder of the pilot, each state and local program will continue to receive technical assistance to help with the implementation of STAR.  A training team has been assigned to each state (see below).  This team will be providing individualized guidance on state and local implementation issues.  The team will be using phone calls and electronic discussion boards to ensure that participants receive the support they need throughout the pilot.   

The STAR State Training Teams are:

· CA Training Team – Jane Meyer & Becky Wagner

· CT Training Team – Susan Finn Miller & Gail Lawson

· IL Training Team – Lori Forlizzi & Chuck Klinger

· ME Training Team – Amy Trawick & Chris Coro

· OH Training Team – Lori Forlizzi & Karen Mundie

· SD Training Team – Linda Thistlethwaite & Debbie Hrach

STAR Website

In January we will be launching a STAR project Web site.  Once the Web site is launched it will be accessible at www.startoolkit.org.  There will be a “members only” section that is password protected.  Each person participating in the STAR pilot will receive a password to gain access to the member section.  Within the password protected section we will be posting STAR project resources and updates, and hosting online technical assistance.  

Technical Assistance Provided through a Cyber Office

The online technical assistance will be accessible through a “Cyber Office”.  The Cyber Office is intended to model the traditional notion of college professor office hours, but tailored for an online learning community.  Each training team, partnered with the state professional developer, will establish regular office hours when they will be in the Cyber office and available to provide live coaching and guidance to their state.  To encourage pilot implementers to participate regularly in the technical assistance offered through the Cyber Office, participants will be eligible for a drawing that enters their name into a pool of candidates who may be selected to attend a pilot wrap-up event.  There will be more information about the wrap-up event in the coming months.

STAR Program Administrator Study Circles

In January, the STAR project will begin a series of study circles designed to provide local program administrators and state professional developers with a forum for exploring key adult education issues in a collaborative setting.  STAR study circles will be run as “virtual learning communities,” in which eight to 12 participants interact through online discussions moderated by an expert facilitator. The first study circle topic will be Managing Enrollment; future topics may include instructional leadership, institutionalizing diagnostic assessment, professional development, and teacher planning time.

 
The goals of the STAR study circles are to

· Introduce administrators to important research on practical issues they face in their day-to-day work. 

· Facilitate cross-site and cross-state sharing of experiences, discussion of problems, and identification of successful strategies and practices. 

· Generate concrete, research-based plans for implementing change in adult education reading programs. 

In mid-January we will be distributing correspondence to the states with information on registration and next steps for local program administrators and state professional developers. 

Evaluation Update

The evaluation of the STAR initiative has now moved to the qualitative data collection phase.  Field research staff from the Westchester Institute will be visiting participating local programs in two states.  These visits will occur during the months of January through March 2006.  A variety of data collection activities will be conducted, including individual interviews of state and local administrators, teachers and students; focus groups with teachers and students; and observations of classroom reading instruction.  Any questions or concerns should be directed to Thomas Kelsh at the Westchester Institute.  Tom’s contact information is listed below.

Next Steps












In an effort to support open communication on the project, we will be sending out updates as needed and continuing to host quarterly state conference calls with Cheryl Keenan and the OVAE leadership staff.   The next call, which will be hosted by Cheryl Keenan, is scheduled for January 4, from 2:30-3:30 EST.  The dial-in number for the call is 1-800-791-2345, code 12085#.  Each state is provided two phone lines for the call, so please plan appropriately.  We strongly encourage state directors to be on the call. We look forward to continuing to implement STAR with you.   Enjoy your holidays and we will talk to you after the New Year!

 STAR Contact Information









	NAMES
	ADDRESS
	        PHONE, FAX & EMAIL

	Department of Education, OVAE

Fax:  202-245-7839

	Cheryl Keenan


	550 12th Street, SW, Rm. 11151

Washington, DC   20202-7110
	Phone:  202-245-7721

cheryl.keenan@ed.gov 

	Dan Miller


	550 12th Street, SW, Rm. 11011

Washington, DC   20202-7110
	Phone:  202-245-7731

daniel.miller@ed.gov 

	Lynn Spencer


	550 12th Street, SW, Rm. 11160

Washington, DC   20202-7110
	Phone:  202-245-7767

lynn.spencer@ed.gov  

	Rachael Bambenek
	550 12th St, SW Rm. 11032

Washington, DC  20202-7110
	Phone:  202-245-7780

rachael.bambenek@ed.gov 

	DTI Associates, Inc. – A Haverstick Company

Fax:  703-415-0840

	Laura Lanier
	2451 Crystal Drive, Suite 1102

Arlington, VA  22202
	Phone:  703-416-0146
llanier@dtihq.com 

	Robert White
	2451 Crystal Drive, Suite 1102

Arlington, VA  22202
	Phone:   703-416-4784

rwhite@dtihq.com   

	National Technical Assistance Team

	Laura Bercovitz
	Adult Learning Resource Center

1855 Mt. Prospect Road  

Des Plaines, IL  60018
	Phone:   847-803-3535 ext. 305

Fax: 847-803-3231

lbercovitz@thecenterweb.org

	Chris Coro
	Northampton Community College

3835 Green Pond Road

Bethlehem, PA  18020
	Phone:  610-861-5427

Fax:  610-261-5093

ccoro@northhampton.edu

	Mary Beth Curtis 


	Lesley University, Center for Special Education 

1815 Massachusetts Avenue. Suite 362

Cambridge, MA  02140
	Phone:  617-349-8577 

Fax: 617-349-8125
mcurtis@mail.lesley.edu 

	Westchester Institute

Fax: 518-462-1728

	Tom Kelsh
	152 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY  12210
	Phone: 518-427-9840 x 206

tkelsh@magiservices.net 


	NAMES
	ADDRESS
	      PHONE, FAX & EMAIL

	Pilot State Team Leads

	Evelyn Beaulieu, ME
	Center for Adult Learning and Literacy

5749 Merrill Hall

Orono, ME 04469-5749
	Phone: 207-581-2413

Fax: 207-581-9322

Evelyn.Beaulieu@umit.maine.edu

	Jennifer Foster, IL
	Illinois Community College Board
401 East Capitol Avenue

Springfield, IL 62701-1711
	Phone:  217-785-0171

Fax: 217-558-6700

jfoster@iccb.state.il.us 


	Marcia Hess, SD

	SD Department of Labor, AEL Program

700 Governors Drive

Pierre, SD 57501
	Phone: 605-773-5821

Fax: 605-773-6184

Marcia.Hess@state.sd.us 

	Valerie Marino, CT
	Connecticut Department of Education

25 Industrial Park Road

Middletown, CT 06457
	Phone:  860-807-2130

Fax: 860-807-2062

Valerie.marino@po.state.ct.us 

	Vicki Prater, CA
	Adult Education Office

1430 N Street, Suite 4503

Sacramento, CA 95814
	Phone: 916-324-4935

Fax: 916-327-7089

vprater@cde.ca.gov 


	Karen Scheid, OH
	Ohio Department of Education

25 S. Front Street, Mail Stop 614

Columbus, OH 43251-4183
	Phone:  614-466-5015

Fax: 614-728-8470

karen.scheid@ode.state.oh.us 

	STAR Capacity Building Team

	Christopher Coro

(Maine)


	Northampton Community College

3835 Green Pond Road

Bethlehem, PA  18020
	Phone:  610-861-5427

Fax:  610-261-5093

ccoro@northhampton.edu 

	Debbie Hrach 

(South Dakota)


	Stairways Behavioral Health

2919 State Street

Erie, PA  16508
	Phone:  814-878-2015

Fax:  814-461-0745

dhrach@stairwaysbh.org

	Chuck Klinger 

(Illinois)


	Tuscarora Intermediate Unit

Adult Education Department

Lewistown CareerLink

MCIDC, Building 58

6395 SR  103 North

Lewistown, PA  17044
	Phone:  717-248-4942

Fax:  717-248-8610

cklinger@tiu11.org 

	Gail Lawson

(Connecticut)
	First Step 

38 Green Street

PO Box 68

Foster, RI   02825
	Phone:  860-442-4289 x12

Fax:  860-447-2943

glawson24@earthlink.org 

	Karen Mundie

(Ohio)
	Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council

100 Sheridan Square, 4th Fl.

Pittsburgh, PA 15217
	Phone:  412-661-7323

Fax:  412-661-3040

kmundie@gplc.org 

	Becky Wagner  (California)
	Lancaster Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13

1110 Enterprise Road

East Petersburg, PA  17520
	Phone:  717-519-1010

Fax: 717-560-6150 

rebecca_wagner@iu13.org


	NAMES                                                        ADDRESS                                       PHONE, FAX & EMAIL                      

	STAR Reading Trainers

	Lori Forlizzi

(South Dakota & Ohio)
	Tuscarora Intermediate Unit

Adult Education Department

Lewistown CareerLink

MCIDC, Building 58

6395 SR  103 North

Lewistown, PA  17044
	Phone:  814-234-4197

Fax:  717-248-8610

forlizzi@sprynet.com

	Jane Meyer

(California)
	Canton City Schools ABLE

116 McKinley Avenue, NW 

Canton, OH  44702
	Phone:  330-588-2148 x130

Fax:  330-454-6767

meyer_j@ccsdistrict.org 

	Susan Finn Miller

(Maine)
	Lancaster Lebanon IU 13

Adult and Family Literacy

Southeast Professional Development Center

1110 Enterprise Road

East Petersburg, PA  17520
	Phone:  717-519-1007

Fax:  717-560-6150

susanfinn_miller@iu13.org 

	Linda Thistlethwaite

(Connecticut)
	Central IL Adult Education Service Center, 4C

Horrabin Hall

Macomb, IL  61455  
	Phone:  309-298-2285

Fax:  309-298-2288

thistle@isccb.org 

	Amy R. Trawick

(Illinois)
	403 Finley 

North Wilkesboro, NC  28659
	Phone:  336-667-1910

atrawick@charter.net 
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