



Key Findings on the Report from Public Agenda prepared for the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 2003

1. Eighty percent of immigrants say the U.S. is “a unique country that stands for something special in the world.”

2. Eighty percent say they would still come to the U.S. if they were making the choice all over again.

3. Just 2%, barely 20 people out of 1,000 interviewed, say they are generally disappointed with life in America.

4. Sixty-seven percent say they themselves have encountered little or no discrimination; only 9% say that after September 11 someone was “offensive or rude” to them because they are an immigrant. 

5. Eighty-seven percent agree that they “can trust the police to protect me and my family,” with 60% strongly agreeing.

6. Eighty-eight percent say the U.S. is better than their own country when it comes to “having more opportunities to earn a good living.”

7. By large margins, immigrants also say the U.S. is a better place for women’s rights (68% to 5%), “having a legal system you can trust” (67% vs. 6%) and “having an honest government” (62% vs. 6%).

8. Only 13% of immigrants think the U.S. is “too closed” to accepting new immigrants.

9. Thirty-seven percent of immigrants claimed to have a good command of English when they came to the U.S. But for the others, half (52%) say learning English was a greater challenge for them than discrimination or dealing with paperwork regarding their status. Even so, 65% of immigrants say, “the U.S. should expect all immigrants who don’t speak English to learn it.” 

10. Immigrants’ views on bilingual education virtually mirror those of Americans overall. By a 63% to 32% margin, immigrants say all public school classes should be taught in English rather than having children of immigrants take some courses in their native language. Among the general public, the result is 62% to 36%.

11. Almost three-quarters of immigrants (74%) say they plan to stay here. Many also maintain strong connections with their native country.

12. Mexican immigrants accounted for more than one-fourth of the foreign-born population in 2000, and they are distinctive in some ways. They are more likely than other immigrants to come to the U.S. with less education (35% vs. 9% did not finish high school) and without the ability to speak English (71% vs. 26%). 
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