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Organization of U.S. Education:

State Role II - Tertiary Education 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL (VOCATIONAL) EDUCATION

States exercise oversight over vocational education and private career training in a variety of ways.  School-level career or vocational education is overseen as part of the responsibility of PK-12 authorities plus specialized vocational education offices.  Private career training providers are regulated via a variety of authorities depending on the state or territory.

EROD Directory of State Vocational and Technical Education Agencies provides contact information and links to state vocational education agencies.

EROD Directory of State Tech-Prep Coordinators provides contact information and links to state offices that coordinate Tech-Prep, a program that aligns secondary and postsecondary vocational education and training and permits high school graduates with vocational diplomas to proceed immediately to postsecondary programs.

National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium (NASDCTEC) is the national membership association representing the state officials responsible for administering vocational and career training programs.

State Career College Agencies is a directory of the state agencies that oversee the licensing and regulation of private for-profit institutions providing non-degree and degree level training in specific vocational, professional, and technical fields. 

National Association of State Administrators and Supervisors of Private Schools (NASASPS) is the national organization for state officials who oversee the approval and licensure of private career (vocational) training providers, as well as other private schools in some cases.

OVAE Career and Technical Education Page (Office of Vocational and Adult Education) provides general information and links to important federal laws, policy initiatives, and programs pertaining to vocational education as well as links to specialized organizations.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Public and private higher education institutions enjoy more autonomy and are more internally self-governing than are schools. Nevertheless, state governments exercise oversight and coordinating authority over higher education within their jurisdictions, issue corporate charters to institutions, regulate standards and quality to varying degrees, and may have regulatory authority over various aspects of the operation of public institutions.

EROD Directory of State Higher Education Agencies provides contact information and links for all state and territorial higher education commissions.

State Higher Education Executive Officer Network (SHEEO) is the national network of the state postsecondary education officials who head state higher education boards and postsecondary agencies. 

EROD Directory of State Community College Boards and Agencies provides contact information and links for the states and territories that operate separate oversight boards for their public community college systems.

Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) is the national association representing specialized boards of trustees that oversee public community colleges and 2-year associate degree programs.

Public colleges and universities are affiliated with state governments, and occasionally municipal governments, through agreements, charters, budget allocations, state-appointed boards of trustees, state regulations of various types, and sometimes state oversight of facilities.  The national associations representing public (state) higher education institutions include:

American Association of Community Colleges (AACC)
American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU)
National Association of State Colleges and Land-Grant Universities (NASULGC)
OVERSIGHT OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

States provide financial assistance programs for students who are residents and who seek to attend higher education institutions, and they also help to administer federal funds provided to state residents and institutions.  These assistance programs are required to be administered by public authorities that can account for the monies distributed as loans and grants and for the repayment of loans issued to residents of each state.

EROD Directory of State Education Grant Agencies provides links and contact information for state agencies that provide assistance to postsecondary students.

EROD Directory of State Educational Loan Guaranty Agencies provides links and contact information to state-based non-profit organizations that administer federal student assistance programs within their jurisdictions.

National Association of State Student Grant-in-Aid Programs (NASSGAP) is the association representing state directors of state-based  (not federal) student financial assistance programs.
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