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Accreditation and Quality Assurance:

State Approval and Licensure

State government authorities are responsible for regulating postsecondary education within their jurisdictions through the initial approval of providers to offer postsecondary education services, oversight, and the enforcement of applicable state laws and regulations.  It is important to note, however, that state approval is not the same as academic or professional accreditation, and that institutions approved to operate by a state, but that lack accreditation by a recognized agency, may not be recognized in other states and their degrees and credits may not be accepted.  Only accreditation by a recognized agency assures national recognition.

STATE LAW AND REGULATIONS

State Higher Education and Vocational Training Statutes is a linked directory of state laws governing the approval and operation of postsecondary institutions, the powers granted to state agencies, financial assistance for students and other matters.  States differ as to how their education statutes are organized, so it may be necessary to search the linked indexes to locate items pertaining specifically to postsecondary education.

EROD Directory of State Higher Education Agencies provides contact information and links to the various state higher education commissions, whose websites contain extensive resources about policies and other matters, plus directories of approved institutions.

EROD Directory of State Community College Agencies provides contact information and links to the various state oversight bodies for community colleges, where these are separate from the main higher education commissions.
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