Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools National Conference 

Gaylord National Resort and Conference Center   August 3-5, 2009

The Power of Change:  Healthy students, safe schools, 

and engaged communities

CALL FOR PROPOSALS


OSDFS Welcomes Proposals for Conference Presentations

The Department of Education invites proposals for workshops and posters to be presented at the 2009 Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools National Conference.  The conference theme is “The Power of Change: Healthy Students, Safe Schools, and Engaged Communities.”

This is an opportunity for presenters to describe demonstrated or potentially effective strategies, programs, and models related to:

· emergency management planning; 

· health, mental health, and physical education; 

· alcohol, drug and violence prevention; 

· civic and character education; 

· scientifically based programs; and 

· other areas related to school- and community-based prevention.  

Conference tracks will include research, evaluation and survey findings; promising programs; training and skill building sessions; new trends; technology; and resources.  Presentations may be either in a workshop or poster format.  Workshops should be tailored to fit within a 60-minute time frame and must include time for audience questions, a PowerPoint or other electronic format presentation, and handouts for participants.  Posters will be up to 90 minutes, and should provide visual displays on poster boards and handouts on table-tops as part of a smaller, interactive session.  Proposal selections will be made based on the review criteria and the needs of the conference.  An example of a past proposal submission can be requested by sending an email to osdfsnationalconference@ed.gov with the subject line “sample proposal.”
The deadline for proposal submissions is March 31, 2009.  All proposals must be submitted by email to osdfsnationalconference@ed.gov.  
If you plan to submit a proposal, please keep in mind...
· All submitted proposals will be reviewed by members of the OSDFS National Conference Planning Committee.  If your proposal is selected, you will be required to submit an advance copy of your presentation for review and approval by the planning committee, and you must agree to the program format determined by the planning committee.

· We will not consider proposals where it appears that the focus of the session is primarily on promoting a specific commercial product. 

· If selected, you (or a designated alternate) must commit to presenting at the conference.  If a presenter fails to present or provide an acceptable substitute, he/she may be prevented from submitting a proposal to an OSDFS conference for up to two years.

· Presenters will be provided with more specific workshop and poster presentation guidelines after proposal selections have been made.

· If you are planning to include youth speakers in your presentation, please provide an explanation regarding why they were selected and how they will be contributing to the presentation.  Also note that if your proposal is selected, you will also be required to provide information regarding both parental and district consent.
· If needed, we may be able to cover both travel and hotel expenses for presenters for the day of their presentation.  However, OSDFS grantees who are required to attend the conference as a condition of their grant are expected to use grant funds to pay their travel and hotel expenses.
· Conference materials will be posted on the Department of Education web site to be made available to the public after the conference.

Review Criteria:

· Relevance of the proposal to the conference theme and selected track.  (20 points)

Note: Applicants should explain how the proposal fits within the conference theme. The reviewers will assess the extent to which the proposal is related to one of the six tracks with special attention given to how information discussed may fit within effective and comprehensive strategies.
· Basis of the proposal in research or effective practice. (35 points) 

Note: Applicants should explain the conceptual framework or research basis underlying the proposal. The reviewers will assess the extent to which the proposal reflects or advances current knowledge about research or current practice in the field related to one of the six tracks.

· Demonstration that learning objectives, discussion, and relevant audiovisuals and handouts will be used to enhance learning.  (15 points)

Note: Workshops should be tailored to fit within a 60-minute time frame and must include time for audience questions, a PowerPoint or other electronic format presentation, and handouts for participants. Posters will be up to 90 minutes, providing visual displays on poster boards and table-tops as part of a smaller, interactive session.

· Replicability and adaptability across settings. (15 points)

Note: Applicants should explain the feasibility of replicating or adapting the strategies, programs, theories, concepts, or models identified within the proposal in other States, schools or their surrounding communities. The reviewers will assess the extent to which information from the proposed presentation is likely to be useful to, or utilized by, other States, schools or communities. 

· Discussion of lessons learned. (15 points) 

Note: Applicants should explain how various lessons learned from the strategy, practice, or technique show that it may be successful for other States, schools or communities to implement. This may include presenting any evaluation or research findings related to the information in your proposal, or providing case studies or examples of when the strategy was utilized or practiced and the resulting lessons learned by your State, school or community. The reviewers will assess the extent to which information in the proposed presentation identifies evidence of effectiveness or other lessons learned.

A complete proposal consists of these five elements:

· Completed Proposal Submission Form

· Presentation abstract for printing in the conference program book. (100 words or less)

· Narrative response to the proposal review criteria. (2 pages maximum)

· A list of recent conference presentations conducted that were similar to your proposal.

· Biographical sketch for each presenter (50 words or less)
The deadline for proposal submissions is March 31, 2009.  All proposals must be submitted by email to osdfsnationalconference@ed.gov.
Expect e-mail notice of acceptance by approximately June 1, 2009.  If accepted, an advance copy of your complete presentation must be submitted.

