Technology’s lack of success in the classroom is in large extent a result of the emphases placed on “technology dollars” by the educational systems and grants.  It is difficult to find money that can help provide teachers professional development.  Technology spending is focused on expanding infrastructure and on designing better assessments to meet the demands of  the No Child Left Behind Act.  Money has moved to assessments to meet the demands of NCLB, and there is now limited money available for professional development to meet the needs of educators.
In industry, technology is used to enhance productivity.  When a new system is obtained, workers are trained on its use.  Products are studied to pick the one best suited to the environment.  However, technology infrastructure and software for schools is sometimes picked by IT professionals who do not understand the school environment. Once chosen, teachers are not fully trained on the use of the technology tools available to them.  Thus, rather than productivity enhancers, the new computers and software are left unused.  

All is not lost.  Teachers are a resilient bunch and often make time to learn skills that can help their students be successful in the 21st century.  However, we owe it to the educators and students to provide them with the opportunity for continual training opportunities.  They must be exposed to new research ideas, technology tools, and best practices: constructivist education, multi-media design, distance learning, word processing and spreadsheet usage, and elementary web pages for their classroom to provide enhanced  teacher-parent connectivity.  They must learn about the myriad types of data available to them, be they school, county, state, or national, regarding student performance.  This data in the hands of a trained educator can lead to curriculum targeted to improve areas in which students are not performing well.  

Thus, although our current initiatives for assessment are important to find out where students are, they are useless without providing our teachers with the knowledge of what all this information means, and the tools to take their students where they need to go.

