Cyber Safety and Cyber Ethics Need to be Incorporated in the Lesson Plans of America's Schools (Diane Smiroldo):

I read with interest the Department of Education’s National Education Technology Plan.  It is an exciting strategy, particularly its focus on the digital generation.  However, I would strongly encourage you to also incorporate the very important elements of cyber safety and cyber ethics in the lesson plans of America’s schools.

To prevent youth victimization and promote smart and safe computer and Internet use, the Business Software Alliance (BSA), an organization representing the leading software developers, and its member companies urge the Department to include cyber ethics and cyber safety in it National Education Technology Plan. 

Parents, teachers, and ethical experts agree that ethical training needs to start in early childhood. The Internet has pushed that discussion to the forefront as online piracy is prevalent amongst even young children. According to reports from your department, 90 percent of children aged 5 to 17 use computers and 59 percent use the Internet. Your statistics show that by the time children are 10, 60 percent use the Internet and that percentage grows to almost 80 percent for 16 year olds.   

On behalf of the BSA and its member companies, I emphasize the need for the Department to include cyber ethics and cyber safety in its National Education Technology Plan.  We don't want to see children fall victim to or become involved in cyber crimes.  
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