Training for Technology Integration into the Classroom
Some folks say they do not have time to use technology and still teach their classroom curriculum. They are correct in part of their statement. The typical school day is so busy that adding something else means another something has to give to make room and time for the new thing. 
But incorporating technology into the classroom is not a matter of just adding another item to the plate. Technology should not be employed for the sake of using technology. Technology needs to be integrated into the current curriculums. Technology should empower the educational process for both the student and teacher allowing them to do something they could not do before or do a task in a better way.
Technology is another tool in the teacher’s toolbox to help reach the kids at their preferred learning styles. Technology is very interactive and engaging for our kids. They seem to love anything connected to the computer. Why not harness that love to do things in a better way for the kids?

As an Instructional Technology Specialist, I have assisted my classroom teachers with utilizing technology in a meaningful integrated fashion into the classroom curricular. I design files for math and language acquisition in software like Kid Pix to kindergarten kids to utilize. The two kindergarten classrooms have 5 to 7 very old computers in them. These computers are a center where the kids work to show what they know and also develop proficiencies. Here is an example of a few files I have created for language. I have a rectangular shaped group of pictures in the center of the file. One the outside edges of the file I have consonants and vowels which are the first letter for the pictures. The kids must drag and place the letter beside the correct picture. The kids write their name on the file with the pencil tool. Then the file is printed and we have real electronic documentation that can be saved to a student portfolio and also printed out for parent conferences and child study team meetings. For another task I have a few “at” words like cat, bat, hat, etc at the bottom of the file. Then I have pictures of things like a bat, cat, hat, mat, etc in the top half of the file. The kids move the words to match them with the correct picture. There are tons of other ways to utilize software like Kid Pix for classroom instruction and centers.
For math I have made a few files like the following. I have three rows of numbers. Some of the numbers are missing. The list of missing numbers is at the bottom of the file. The kids must drag the missing number to the correct place. (This also works well for the alphabet.) Another math activity file I made for the kids is called counting on. In this file I have three rows of numbers. The top row may start with red colored numbers 2 3 4 and the kids would have to finish the rest. The second row would be a different color and maybe start with 12 13 14 and the kids would finish. The third row would be a different color and maybe start with 21 22 23. I would have missing the numbers at the bottom of the file. The kids would move them up to the correct place to practice counting on. This also works very well for skip counting.
In short, I share all this for two reasons. First, technology can do wonders for student motivation and evaluation of their learning. Second, teachers need a person like an Instructional Technology Specialist to help them plan for the use of technology in their curriculum.

Thanks for reading!

As a computer lab teacher for my elementary building, I meet with my kindergarten teachers regularly to check on what concepts and content they are teaching. I design

