Research documenting the positive impact of well-staffed, well-stocked of school libraries on student achievement dates back as far as the 1930s. In 1993 the landmark Colorado Study conducted by Keith Curry Lance concluded that students able to access such libraries “ tend to achieve higher average reading scores, whether their schools and communities are rich or poor and whether adults in the community are well or poorly educated”.  In short, school libraries have the potential to reduce, if not eliminate, the achievement gap. These results have been replicated in studies in Pennsylvania and Alaska, states with totally disparate populations.  A 2000 a follow –up study done in Colorado noted that scores are higher when a fulltime media  specialist spends time teaching information literacy to students and plans instructional units with teachers. Finally, a just-released Ohio survey of 13,000 students, provides concrete evidence from the students themselves not only that school libraries help them learn but how the libraries have helped them. The prevailing type of help students mentioned was enabling them to engage effectively with a wide variety of information sources and information technologies. They cited improved ability to find the main ideas in a text, to take better notes, to become interested in different  topics, to be more careful about information found on Internet, to put complex ideas in their own words. This is what an information literate student does.

How does BUSD measure up in terms of well-stocked, well-staffed libraries?

Thanks to BSEP BUSD libraries have fared much better than the average California School Library. 

The national recommendation for library books per student is 16 to 25, depending on the size and level of the school.

BUSD fares considerably less well, when one looks at the staffing patterns.

For the district’s 8,843 students, there are 3.2 

