The Digital Generation
About six months ago, my 13 year old daughter, stated, “Dad, I can’t add any more people to my Instant Messenger “buddy list.”  

I asked, “How many people do you have on your buddy list?”

She responded, “200.”  

I suggested that she check the help menu to find out how many people she can have on her buddy list.  After doing so, she learned that only 200 “buddies” were allowed.  Since then, she has learned that by having six different screen names, she can have more buddies.  I sat down with her at one point and asked her to identify who all of the buddies were, and interestingly enough, she was able to do so.  

Education needs to utilize these tools for student learning.  Not just Instant Messenger, but threaded discussion, chat, blogs and whatever other technologies become the mainstream of the Internet generation.  Educators need to embrace the tools of the Internet as another strategy to deliver instruction because students already are.
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