Elearning Opportunities 

· How should one define quality and effectiveness in online learning?

Measuring quality and effectiveness in online learning should include a strong library services and information literacy component throughout all online courses.  Despite the fact that students are online, most are not effective users in searching, using, and finding the online information needed for learning.  Online learning courses need to integrate in information literacy components, not simply have online resources available.  The “library of the future” should be integrated into every online course and students should have access to every level of library (school, public, university).  Online courses should require the use of these services for their learning, rather than just going to a perceived reliable Web site.  These library services should include online tutorials on how to search the Web, proper etiquette for email, chat rooms and threaded discussions, 24 X 7 online reference support, and the use of online periodical databases integrated into online courses.  Utilizing these tools can ensure that teachers teaching online and students learning online will also be learning important skills to use in the 21st century such as effective searching techniques, evaluation of Web sites, and the variety of ways that learning can be delivered.  Finally a system of information literacy, such as the use of the Big6 should be integrated into online courses.  This will lead to better users of information by teachers and students.  
Examples of the above:

· Online Tutorials – UC Berkeley - http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/FindInfo.html
· What is a Thesis? - http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/thesis.html#Is%20It%20a%20Thesis
· Graphic Organizers - http://www.graphic.org/goindex.html 

· 24X7 reference support  - See Florida International University - http://www.fiu.edu/~library/services/asklib.html or Ask Now, a public library initiative in California - http://www.asknow.org/) .    
· Periodical Databases – Proquest - http://www.proquest.com/; EBSCO - http://www.ebsco.com
· Big6 – www.big6.com 
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